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IT’S ABOUT TIME.... 


... We said a few words about 
BILLY WELSH! 


Billy Welsh—William M., to be formal—is just 
about tops as a fund-raising Campaign Director, 
especially if the cause be Catholic. 


Over his years with our Company (it will be ten years come next February), he has seen 
churches, hospitals, schools, convents, high schools and parish halls built which probably 
never would have been built without him. He has seen burdensome parish debts wiped 
out—because of his inspired leadership and creative application of Lawson Associates’ 
detailed Plan of Campaign. 

Back in 1946 he was instrumental in raising $2,408,000 on a $2,200,000 goal to build 
our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Camden, New Jersey. He led the Cathedral of the Made- 
leine in Salt Lake City to a $212,000 achievement on a $175,000 goal and a new school 
which is the envy of surrounding parishes. 

We could list them on and on: 





Central Catholic High School, Ottawa, Illinois............005- Raised $255,429 
Central Catholic High School, Pueblo, Colorado............. Raised $479,000 
Our Lady of Peace Hospital, Louisville, Kentucky............. Raised $875,000 
St. Francis Hospital, Trenton, New Jersey. ........-2eeeeeees Raised $997,000 
Corpus Christi Church, Elsmere, Delaware.............+0e00- Raised $106,000 


Newcomb Hospital, Vineland, New Jersey 


S emieh pon wareced aaa Raised $110,000 
St. Theresa Church, Oakland, California 


ccc cecevesoceqecores Raised $109,000 


St. Mary's Church, Gugene, Oregon... .ccccccccccccccccccce Raised $201,000 
Church of the Immacolata, St. Louis, Missouri.............-065 Raised $205,000 
St. Michael's Church, Harlan, lowa..........scccecccecccees Raised $ 86,000 
St. Mary's Church, Cape Girardeau, Missouri............+-4+ Raised $303,000 
St. Joseph High School, Ogden, Utah. .........cececccccces Raised $172,000 
Kuemper Catholic High School, Carroll, lowa.........22ee005 Raised $728,000 
Bishop's Building Fund, Salt Lake City, Utah..............45- Raised $510,000 


Yes, and there are scores more. But there is an immediate occasion which prompts this 
salute. The “old pro” just did it again—went over the top in Kirkwood, Mo., in a campaign 
for St. Peter’s Parish. The night of his First Report Meeting Billy Welsh chalked up $315,000 
on a $300,000 goal and the final result was $343,000. 


We're proud of Billy Welsh—Fordham University graduate, human dynamo and pro- 
fessional fund raiser. 


Maybe you'll be meeting him or one of his associates some day. We think it will be one 
of the best days of your life. 
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Benziger Brothers, Inc., 429 Main Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 436 Main Street 





CLEVELAND 
John W. Winterich and Associates, 3700 Euclid Ave. 
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WHEELING, W. VA. 
Harry D. Corcoran Co., 212714-2129 Market St. 
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RCAs 


new idea in Sound 


—Unitized Design 





—Increases System’s Flexibility 


Now, here’s sensible design in sound 
systems— RCA’s new “modular-design”’ 
sound equipment, offering complete flex- 
ibility, easy expansion, at any time. 

Here’s how the new RCA design 
techniques make RCA Sound the most 
adaptable system you can buy. 

New “Modular-Design” Control 
Units—RCA’s famous Rainbow line of 
small, color-coded circuit assemblies— 
provides unusual flexibility in the sys- 
tem you install now — permits practically 
unlimited expansion at any time in the 
future. These compact units—pre- 
amplifier, power amplifier, cathode fol- 
lower, and tone control—let your RCA 
Sound Distributor supply your sound 
system exactly as you specify it. They 
permit the addition of new microphone 





locations, changes in microphone loca- 
tion at any time. 


Unit-Built Consolettes—designed to 
accept RCA Rainbow line units in any 
combination—help keep your initial 
costs down—maintain the professional 
appearance of your system through the 
years in spite of changes and additions. 
In a single unit, your RCA Sound Con- 
solette combines all the important bene- 
fits of RCA’s modular-design construc- 
tion, plus complete, built-to-order 
flexibility. 

Check with your local RCA Sound 
Distributor for information or write for 
the new RCA SOUND PRODUCTS CATALOG 
Now. Radio Corporation of America, 
Sound Products, Department E-57, 
Camden, New Jersey. 


CAMDEN, H.J. 
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Why pay more for 7 


HEALTH AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
than you need to 2? a 








PRIESTS save up to 40% at 
MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 


Why buy health, accident, hospital or life 
insurance elsewhere when you are entitled to 
lower cost “preferred risk policies’? Catholic 
clergymen are entitled to—and get—substan- 
tial savings at Ministers Life and Casualty 
Union. 


Any Priest who buys our Advance Health and 
Accident policy can save as much as 40%. 
Gone are the financial burdens of paying hospital and doctor bills—with the 





mental worry that goes along with them. 


Here’s What the Advance Polisy Covers: Accidental disability . . . accidental 
death . . . loss of hands, feet, eyes . . . fractures and amputations . 
sickness disability. Plus many optional benefits that you may include if 
you wish. 





Catholic Repunsntaten 





| There have been one or more Catholic priests on the 
| MLCU Board of Directors since 1924. At the present 

time, The Very Rev. George E. Ryan, rector of St. Paul 
| Cathedral and Father Thos. Shanahan, librarian at St. 
| 


Paul Seminary, are serving. 


Your Salesman—The Mailman! 


lor fifty years, we have sold insurance entirely by mail. 
You benefit by saving the usual sales commission on 
life, health, accident and hospital insurance—plus the 
fxct that there is no one to ‘‘pressure’’ you into buying. 
Your questions and problems are invited. We do our 
best to mail you an answer quickly, clearly completely. 








THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 


Legal Reserve Non- Assessable Life Insurance 
108 Ministers Life Building, \ Pp 16, A 
Gentlemen: Without obligation, please send me information on ( ) 
Health, Accident, Hospital Insurance ( ) Life Insurance. 
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—— CELLINI—— 
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had “competitors,” too! 


One of the most amazing personalities of the Sixteenth Century was the 
ebullient Benvenuto Cellini, whose turbulent career as a metalworker has 
been described in his famous autobiography. By the time he was only 
nineteen his craftsmanship in gold and silver had attracted the patronage 
of both the Church and the nobility. 


Yet Cellini had no monopoly on creative talent. He was in constant 
competition with other artisans who claimed their work was “just as good.” 


How did Cellini meet this competition? We have it in his own words: 
“| devoted myself with sustained diligence and industry to acquiring 
mastery in the several branches of art.” Every piece he was commissioned 
to execute had to be a masterpiece, had to be better than anything 
his contemporaries could turn out. Small wonder that the Cellini pieces 
which survive are among the most treasured works of art in the world 
today! 


Tremendous technological advances have been made in the industrial 
arts since the Sixteenth Century and the fine handcrafting of earlier days 
has largely given way to mechanical methods. ‘In every branch of 
American industry today, there are certain companies which adhere 
to the old Cellini standards of perfection. With them it is never a ques- 
tion of “how much can we take out of our product to cheapen it?” but “how 
much can we put into it to make it better?” 


Here at Allen Silk Mills we treasure our reputation for looming the 
finest liturgical fabrics woven anywhere in the world. We shall maintain 
that reputation at all costs. You will never find Allen fabrics on bargain 
counters; nor will we ever abandon our devotion to the age-old tradition 
that only the finest materials are worthy of use in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. 


When you buy Allen Fabrics for Vestments and Altar Draperies, you 
are buying the finest. ‘The Liturgy Lives in the Weave.” 


“Buy American” aA 
A -LEN Sue MILLS 


Abrics 
Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 
868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 
Trade Mark Reg. Sold Exclusively through Church Goods Dealers 
IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 752 VICTORIA SQUARE—MONTREAL 








VESTMENT FABRICS ® DRAPERY FABRICS ® BANDINGS @ EMBLEMS 


If you are unable to purchase Allen Fabrics 
in your community, write us at once. 
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“NOW-—from the top down—we can keep our 
church beautiful,” reports FatherM............. 


‘‘UP-RIGHT”’ 


SCAFFOLD - on- WHEELS 
gets you up in the air 


SAFELY and QUICKLY 


For all overhead cleaning, relamping and 
decorating, ““Up- Right” Scaffold - on - 
wheels saves scores of man-hours. One 
church reports 5 days saved on a job 
which formerly took 8% days. 


Scaffold is assembled in a few minutes 
by placing individual sections one on top 
of the other. Automatic locking feature 
eliminates tools and loose parts. Safety- 
tread stairway within structure. Scaffold 
bridges pews, rails, altars with ease. 
Made of aluminum alloy; stronger than 
structural steel yet one third the weight. 
















For painting large areas, two 10 FT. SPAN SCAFFOLDS 

—each assembled in 1 minute—may be bridged and moved 

simultaneously. Adjustable to desired working level. 
Write for Descriptive Circular 


U p 7 R ; G H SCAFF OED S ny CALIF. 


FACTORIES: BERKELEY, CALIF., AND TETERBORO’ N. J. . OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 
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YOU HAVE THE BEST 
WHEN YOU WEAR 


cfoomey 
CLERIC-COLLAR 


SHIRTFRONTS 
AND 


RABATS 





Best Because... 


there is a specific model for every popular 
collar style and size — You get exact fit — 








materials and workmanship are high grade — PLAIN-NECK 
You get a handsome product — STYLE 

: STANDARD 
the collar bands are guaranteed not to wilt coment 
from perspiration — You will always look trim MODEL 


in a Toomey front — 


and the price is low because we share our 
savings from volume production with you. 





Our new De Luxe Shirtfronts have elastic arm- 
straps and waistband. Standard models have 
waist tie-strings. 
DELUXE CLERIC-COLLAR 
MODEL 


BUY THEM FROM YOUR Joomey DEALER (RELIGIOUS SUPPLY 
HOUSES) THROUGHOUT UNITED STATES OR CANADA 


R. J. TOOMEY CO. 
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A PERFECT SCORE 


IN ’54! 


Parish fund raising campaigns were conducted 
by Community Counselling Service in the first 


quarter of 1954 


vos. HEART, Dover, N. J 
Goal—$100 Raised- ~$210, 594 
ROJECT: Church 


s. BENEDICT, Bronx, N 
Goal—$250,000 Raised. ‘468, 108 
BROUECT: Church & Convent 


Te00" DENNIS, Royal Oak, Mich 


Goal Raised S394, 414 
PROJECT: School 
ST. SeeeA. Brooklyn, N. 
Goal Raised $219, 694 


$125,000 
PRO KC, Repairs & Renovation 


ST. CECILIA, Rochemay, Pt 
Goal—$100,000 Raised— ‘sigs, 379 
PROJECT: Church 


ST. CATHARINE OF GENOA, N. Y. C. 
Goal—$75,000 Raised —$103, 000 
PROJECT: ‘ Church & Convent Renovations 


ST. JOHN, Ypsilanti, Mich.* 
Goal—$150,000 Raised —$151 ,000 
PROJECT: School addition & Convent 


PERSAIUS, Soshive, N.Y 
Goal- Se 000 Raised d —$89, 360 
PROJECT: Repairs & Renovations 


. en Amsterdam, N 
Goal—$100,000 Raised $1 29, 986 
PROUECT. School Renov. & Convent 


ST. JOSEPH, N. Y 
$100,000 — "81 26,413 
PROJECT: Rectory-Youth Center 


Goal 


ST. JOSEPH, Newlett, N 
Goal—$200,000 Raised F205, 871 
PROJECT: School 


¢ Entire Catholic Staff 
¢ Pledge Follow-Up at 
no Extra Cost 


22 | OVERSUBSCRIBED 


ST. MARY, Greenwich, Conn.* 
$250,000 Raised -$352,904 
PROJECT: High School 


ST. MARY, Wayne, Mich.* 
Goal—$200,000 Raised —$285,000 


PROJECT: Church expansion & school 
ST. eam. Newark, N 
Goal—$135,000 Raised— $183, 301 


PROJECT: Repairs & Renovations 


SeenON, Peekskill, N. ¥ 
Goal—$150 Raised $211, 467 
PROJECT. D Debt Reduct. & Renovation 


pop ps he Orone Park, 
$150,000 send ‘$$02, 913 
PROJECT: Youth Center 


_ a BAeore, Detroit, Mich.* 
$250, Raised $443,000 
ROJECT: Church 


Our Lady of the Lake, Verona, 
Goal—$150,000 Raised oy H. 089 
PROJECT: Debt Reduction 


ST. URSULA, Mt. Vernon, N 
$150,000 Raised ‘5986, 927 
PROJECT: School 


ST. SYLVESTER, Brooklyn, N. 
$150,000 Raised ‘S344, 971 
PROJECT: Church 


OUR nate 4 OF MT. CARMEL, 


ewark, N. J. 
$150,000 Raised —$249,422 


PROJECT: Church 


ST. MONICA, Detroit, Mich.* 
$150,000 Raised —$177,000 
PROJECT: Church 


* Incomplete Returns 


Goal 


Goal 


Goal 


Goal 


Goal 


Goal 


¢ Reasonable Flat Fee 
¢ Analysis at no Obligation 


COMMUNITY COUNSELLING SERVICE 


350 Fifth Avenue 
Telephone: 
NEW YORK ° 


New York 1, N. Y. 


Oxford-5-1175 
DETROIT 


e ALBANY 
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Atonement Seminary of the Holy Ghost, Washington, D. C., The Rev. Aquinas Thomas, S.A., ‘—- and Locraft, pushing 


ALTAR, TESTER, DOSSAL, CRUCIFIX, CANDLESTICKS, SEDILIA, STALLS, STATIONS OF THE CROSS, STATUES AND WINDOWS 
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St. Pius and describing the ap- 
proving of The Franciscan Friars 


of the Atonement Rule. 


RAMBUSCH 


40 WEST 13th ST., NEW YORK 11 
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HoMILIES ON THE LITURGY O 


By William R. Murphy, SS., St. 


Pentecost Sunday 
God the Holy Spirit 


We should be horrified at the thought of 
defiling a crucifix or a chalice. How, then 
do we dare to defile our bodies or our minds 
by sin? The simple answer is that we for- 
get that we are, in a very real sense, the 
living chalices of God the Holy Spirit. No 
wonder the Holy Ghost is sometimes called 
“the forgotten God.” 


Trinity Sunday 
The Mystery of the Trinity 


When you bless yourself on this or any 
other day, think reverently of those three 
Divine Persons in whose name you have 
been baptized, who dwell within you when 
you are in thé state of grace, who are 
cven now preparing for the day when you 
will join Their tlessed company “in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost.” 
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LIFT OFF THE END 


POUR OUT THE MONEY 


THE SUNDAYS AND FEASTS 


John’s Provincial Seminary, P.O. Box 298, Plymouth, Mich. 


Page 


Sunday within the Octave of Corpus 


Christi 

Calvary and the Mass 
There are, of course, minor differences be- 
tween Calvary and the Mass, differences of 
lesser actors, scenery, locale. The Church 
teaches, however, that Calvary and the 
Mass are essentially the same because both 
have the same Priest, the same Victim, the 
same essential action. 


Sunday within the Octave of the 
Sacred Heart 
Christ’s Love for Us 
A mother loves her whole family in general, 
but she loves each individual member of 
that family in a unique, special way. Her 
love is not exhausted as the family in- 
creases. In such a way may we understand 
how God loves each one of us uniquely, 
how He has loved us individually from all 
eternity. Our Lover is an infinite Lover 
whose love knew no beginning and will 
know no « nd, 


“SIMPLEX” 


Church 
Collection 
Envelopes 


e OPEN 8 TO 10 AT ONE TIME 
e NO TORN BILLS 
e NO LOST COINS 


...and yet they cost no mere! 


CATHEDRAL ENVELOPE CO. 


INCORPORATED 
H. W. Hilliard, Pres. 


318 FRANKLIN ST. BUFFALO 2, N. Y- 
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NEW NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE IN FOREGROUND, HOUSING SCHULMERICH “BASILICAN” "CARILLONIC BELLS”. 
THE BASILICA OF ST. PETER'S, ROME'S FAMOUS LANDMARK IS S 
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-» Rome gets its & 


First Carillon- 
produced by Schulmerich — 
beautiful ‘Basilican’* Bells 


Among all bell makers, 
Schulmerich was privileged to 
install these fine bells in the 
North American College, Rome, 
Italy. His Eminence, Francis 
Cardinal Spellman, graciously 
presented the equipment at a 
recent dedication in Vatican City. 
Now for the first time, the 
Eternal City rings with glorious 
carillon music. 

Why were Schulmerich bells 
chosen? Because each brilliant, 
stirring bell note sounds with 
purest, traditional tone. Because 
the superb instruments that have 
made Schulmerich the world’s 
largest bell and carillon producer 
have won the acclaim of clergy 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, 


EEN IN THE BACKGRO 






















and laiety everywhere. And, 
because whether tolling, swing- 


ing or ringing the “Basilican” 
fits every liturgical need of the 
College best. 

To learn how your church or 
institution may have the finest 
bell music, write to: 


INC. 1019 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


‘BASILICAN™ BELLS 


“ . Es 
a “Carillonic Bello’* instrument 


*"'Basilican"’ and ‘‘Carillonic Bells’ are trademarks for bell instruments of Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 
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Our Lady and Converts — 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


_ LuTuer, after leaving the 


Catholie Church, wrote a most exuber- 
ant tribute to Our Lady: 


“For that reason her dignity is 
summed up in one phrase when we 
call her the Mother of God; no one 
can say greater things of her or to 
her, even if he had as many tongues 
as leaves and blades of grass, as the 
stars in heaven, and the sands on the 
seashore.” 

It seems strange, then, but it is a fact, 
that Protestants in times past con- 
sidered Catholies excessive in their de- 
votion to Mary. We read, for instance, 
of the companions of John Knox, con- 
fined with him on French galleys at one 
period of his life. An attempt was 
made to persuade the prisoners to re- 
nounce their heresy, a picture of the 
Blessed Mother being presented to one 
of the Scotch Protestants to kiss. He 
claimed it was an idol and refused to 
touch it, whereupon it was thrust into 
his hands. The Protestant took it, 
threw it into the river and said, “Let 
Our Lady save herself; she is light 
enough; let her learn to swim.” 

This was irreverent but less virulent 
than the anger of Cromwell's men who 
broke into the Lady Chapel of Ely 
Cathedral. As Fr. Dwyer tells it in 
n recent issue of the Irish Furrow, the 
Chapel was carved with many images of 
Our Lady and the Cromwellians ran 


amuck, smashing the heads of every 
single image except one—a small head 
of a devil. 

Today, this hostility has not alto- 
gether disappeared. The Anglican theo- 
logian, Dr. FE. L. Mascall, recently urged 
the Anglican Church to realize that 
“Christianity without Mary is a’ mon- 
strosity”; at the same time he pointed 
out that, in spite of the Oxford Move- 
ment, the ecclesiastical authoritfes in 
Britain have, almost without exception, 
condemned the chief Marian doctrines, 
save where they have ignored them as 
irrelevant or connived at them as ec- 
centricities. We remember, for in- 
stance, the recent declarations of the 
Archbishop of York and Canterbury in 
protest against the definition of the 
doctrine of the Assumption. 





“UNDER THE SHADOW 

OF OUR LADY” 

Yet, it seems to me that the Protes- 
tant mind and heart are not altogether 
in line with official attitudes of the 
ecclesiastical authorities. From the 
converts to 
Catholicism we can see that many 
Protestants are strongly attracted to 
the Blessed Mother. This has been so 
as far back as Cardinal Newman’s time. 


recorded experiences of 


In his Apologia he confesses that in his 
pre-Catholic days, in spite of his in- 
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grained fear of Rome, “... I had a true 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin, in whose 
College I lived (7.e., Oriel at Oxford), 
whose altar I served and whose immacu- 
late purity I had in one of my earliest 
sermons made much of.” It was pre- 
cisely because he felt this attraction 
toward Our Lady that he preached 
earnestly, before his conversion, against 
allowing oneself to be swayed by sym- 
pathy rather than reason. And in his 
Sermon Notes (Feb. 1, 1851), he wrote: 
” . thirty years this year since I was 
brought under the shadow of Our Lady, 
whom I ever wished to love more and 
more.” 

Another interesting example of the 
influence of Mary, Queen of the 
Apostles, is to be found in Maud Mona- 
han’s Life and Letters of Janet Erskine 
Stuart. In 1909, the great convert- 
Superior of the Society of the Sacred 
Heart wrote to an intimate friend: 

“Did I ever tell you how Our Lady 
first came into my life? It was by 
the Memorare . . . it took me off my 

feet at once, for it was so daring a 

statement that I thought it could not 

have lived if it had been a lie, and I 

said it constantly and clung to it as 

the first definite something that 
seemed to come atthentically after 
my seven years of groping in the 

dark” (p. 24). 

So too, Fr. O. R. Vassall-Phillips, 
C.SS.R., in his After Fifty Years, tells 
how he was trying to make up his mind 
at Oxford and how Abbot Hunter Blair 
came to see him. Vassall-Phillips told 
him he thought no priest or books could 
help him out of his quandary. The 
Abbot then said that he was on his way 
to Rome and would pray for him at his 
favorite shrine of Our Lady at San 
Agostino; and indeed he kept the 
promise. Vassall-Phillips became a 
Catholic. He writes very simply: 
“.. and for this supreme gift, given to 
me at Oxford, I believe I have to thank 
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the Blessed Mother of God.” 


OUR LADY’S INFLUENCE 
ON RONALD KNOX 


Our Lady played a very considerable 
role in the conversion of Ronald Knox. 
As a boy at Eton, he tells us in his 
Spiritual Aeneid, he had a special re- 
gard for St. Mary because the school 
was dedicated jointly to St. Nicholas 
and St. Mary. 


“Thus, although I did not ask for her 
prayers, I had a strong sense of the 
patronage of the Mother of God. Her 
name was part of our title; her lilies 
figured on our coat of arms; the blue 
of her robe you could see daily on the 
blazers of the Eight and the caps of 
the Eleven.” 


From Eton, Knox went to Balliol and 
then to Trinity. Here he was called up 
on the carpet for having accepted an 
official position with “The League of 
Our Lady,” an organization of Angli- 
He told the Bishop of Oxford 
that one might accept a saint as a 
patron and yet not become a client of 
the saint. He was let off with a word of 
-aution. 

Around the time of his ordination as 
an Anglican, he definitely asserted 
his belief in the Immaculate Conception. 
When he was ordained, he knelt to re- 
ceive the rite with no scruples and with 
unmixed elation. It seems probable 
that Our Lady was constantly on his 
mind, for he states that at the cere- 
mony he took a private vow never to 
preach without making some reference 
to Our Lady. He has always kept it. 
Mary was certainly on his mind when 
he was composing his final Sunday 
Kvening Chapel address when leaving 
the Anglican Communion at Shrews- 
bury. He wrote down a quotation from 
Virgil to illustrate a point and the quo- 
tation included the words: “ 
undique, et undique caelum.” 


sans. 


. maria 
Another 
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reading flashed across his mind: “. . . 
Maria undique, et undique Caelum.” 
And he comments on this experience: 
‘Perhaps I was not so lonely after all.” 


THE MARITAINS AND CHESTERTON 


In her We Have Been Friends To- 
gether, Raissa Maritain recounts the 
events preceding the final decision that 
made herself and Jacques ask for Bap- 
tism: In February, 1906 she fell 
dangerously ill. Her friend, Leon 
Bloy, wrote her saying that he was re- 
questing of Jesus and Mary that they 
apply whatever might have been meri- 
torious in his tormented past toward 
her recovery. “You will be cured. . .” 
said Bloy. One day when Raissa’s ill- 
ness was at its worst, Madame Bloy 
came to visit. She said she was going 
to give Raissa a medal of the Blessed 
Virgin. Raissa was vexed at this ges- 
ture which she considered an indiscre- 
tion. Jeanne Bloy, however, put the 
medal around Raissa’s neck. “In a 
moment, and without truly realizing 
what I was doing, I was confidently ap- 
pealing to the Blessed Virgin, and then 
fell into a gentle and healing sleep” (p. 


172). Some months later, after com- 
plete convalescence and _ thoughtful 


study, she and her husband were bap- 
tized. 

Maisie Ward tells of Chesterton’s 
reverence for Mary before his conver- 
sion. In her Gilbert Keith Chesterton 
she shows how the Chesterton family 
was preserved from that traditional 
hostility to Mary found in so many 
Protestant homes. As a boy, he once 
took the blasphemous lines of Swin- 
“Hymn to Proserpine” and 
turned them into a hymn to Our Lady. 
In a letter Belloc wrote to Gilbert in 
1907, Belloc made bold to suggest that 
he look to Mary for help in finding what 
is the permanent home of the soul. This 
letter must have met with a welcome 


burne’s 


reception in the heart of one who was 
already responsive to the appeal of 
Our Lady. 
Last year there appeared in America 
a book! that had already received wide 
acclaim in England. The Dean of St. 
Paul’s in London said of it: 
“T am inclined to think that this is 
a work of genius .. . I know of no 
book which resembles this. The 
nearest approach ... is The Educa- 
tion of Henry Adams, itself a minor 
classic.” 
The significant difference, however, is 
that Algernon Cecil became a Catholic, 
whereas Henry Adams did not. 


MARY’S “GREAT SOCIETY” 


In the mind of this convert-author, 
Cecil, the cultus of Our Lady in the 
Middle Ages produced a social struc- 
ture, a way of life which was superior 
to any that had preceded it and, per- 
haps, better than any that will follow. 
For him, the Middle Ages, under the 
play of graces through Mary, became 
the point of highest achievement of all 
civilization. He calls her accomplish- 
ment the Great Society and he proves 
that she was the source of vitality of 
this Great Society. 

From her, Europe drew “the singular 
beauty of its art, the rare lucidity of 
its thought, the glow of its compassion.” 
As to the art of Mary’s Middle Ages, 
Cecil quotes Henry Adams: “With the 
Virgin’s taste during her regency, critics 
never find fault.” Under her regency, 
according to Cecil, the sagacity of 
Aristotle was wedded to the compassion 
of Christianity. It was St. Thomas who 
did it, but he could have done it only 
at the Court of the Virgin-Mother. 
Cecil judges this work of St. Thomas to 
have been the most brilliant affair in 
history since it united the two great 


1A House in Bryanston Square. Harcourt- 
Brace publishers. 
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heritages in the world. But eventually 
came the distinction of that society 
under the blows of a German fool and 
a French fanatic, as he describes 
Luther and Calvin. Luther and Calvin 
had not the patience and prudence to 
bring about a genuine reform and so the 
Great Society began to fall to pieces. 

He tells of a conversation he had 
with the historian Froude. The first 
chapter of Froude’s History of England 
was so good that Cecil described it as a 
terse and brilliant rendering of the 
magic quality of medievalism. Cecil 
asked him if he did not realize the 
meaning and direction of the new move- 
ment that had come upon the world 
since the end of the Middle Ages, but 
Froude was silent. One gets the im- 
pression that, in Cecil’s opinion, our 
modern society is a shambles and a 
shame in comparison with the Great 
Society under Mary’s regency. Now, of 
course, we do not expect that everyone 
is going to accept this thesis, not even 
Catholics; but this extraordinary 
masterpiece of intimate journalism does 
reveal the power that Mary has exerted 
upon one man who was once outside the 
Faith of Our Lady. 


THE CHILD IN US ALL 


The noted American convert, Dale 
Francis, says that before he became a 
Catholic he honored and respected Our 
Lady, though from afar. What in- 
trigued him about Catholics was the 
intimate manner in which they spoke of 
Mary. He respected her as the mother 
who wrapped the Infant in swaddling 
clothes at Bethlehem and who stood by 
the cross on Calvary, but he wanted to 
love her as some one very dear. 

Some time ago, the Bishop of North- 
ampton told his hearers in Westminster 
Cathedral that many Protestants in 
England have real devotion to Mary. 
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“The child in every one of us seeks, 
‘in his anxious moment, the under- 
standing sympathy of a mother. The 
Protestant, and the unbeliever, often 
.faced when past middle life with 
doubts about the future, and know- 
ing in his heart of hearts the truth of 
the gentleness of Providence toward 
him, would. love to believe in Our 
Lady as so many of his Catholic 
acquaintances do.” 


Then the Bishop went on to recommend 
to his hearers that they give rosaries as 
gifts, if only as mementoes, to non- 
Catholic friends, reminding them that 
Our Lady would‘ do the rest. 

We ought not to be surprised to find 
that the Queen of the Apostles has an 
extraordinary apostolic influence over 
those outside the Faith. It is not sur- 
prising that she has figured largely in 
many conversions. She is the hammer 
of heresies, but that hammer is en- 
‘ased in Our Lady’s velvet glove. Her 
aim is not destruction, but merely to 
make straight the way of the Lord. It 
would be a tough-minded person who 
would be able to hold out long against 
the play of her grace and inspiration. 

One of the finest tributes to Mary, 
Queen of the Apostles, is to be found in 
the encyclical Adjutricem populi of 
Pope Leo XIII: 


“It is no exaggeration to say that 
it is chiefly under Mary’s patronage 
and by her aid that the doctrines and 
laws of the Gospel have spread so 
rapidly in spite of immense obstacles 
and difficulties, amongst all nations 
and continents, anaugurating every- 
where a new order of justice and 
peace.” 


And convert Caryll Houselander: 


“At Pentecost, she was with the 
Apostles, and the Spirit descendec 
upon them and filled the earth with 
His glory. The Bride of the Spirit 
heard the silence of her own heart 
singing.” 


Apostolate of the Whole 
Church 


By BERNARD F. MEYER, M.M. 


;* COMMAND of Our Lord to 
His Church, “Preach the Gospel to 
every creature,’ obviously implies the 
possibility of its fulfillment. Yet, to- 
day we are not only failing to advance, 
but we are even falling behind. The 
present number of Catholics in the 
world, after 1,900 years of effort, is less 
than the non-Catholic: population 
growth of the last twenty-five years 
alone. Our conversions, for the most 
part, come individually, by arithmeti- 
cal increase; population growth, how- 
ever, is by geometrical increase, the 
world average being about 1'/4% an- 
nually. 

For example, the margin of births 
over deaths in the United States during 
1952 was about 2,000,000. If we take 
the Catholic proportion of the popula- 
tion as 1 in 5, then the Catholic increase 
by births would be '/; of 2,000,000, or 
400,000, leaving 1,600,000 as the non- 
Catholic increase. In the same year 
there were about 120,000 conversions; 
in other words, the non-Catholies are 
increasing fourteen times as fast as they 
are being converted. Furthermore, the 
annual number of converts is easily 
equaled by the leakage, so that any in- 
crease in the Catholic proportion of the 
population is due to immigration and a 
slightly higher birth rate, and not to 
conversions. 

Speaking of Asia, Cardinal Costan- 
tini, formerly Apostolic Delegate to 
China, wrote in 1940: “If, in the Far 
East, the Catholic Church increased 


yearly by 200,000 Christians, the num- 
ber of pagans and Mohammedans in- 
creases by birth by at least 10,000,000.” 
When St. Francis Xavier went to India 
nearly 400 years ago, the population 
was about 50,000,000. Today there are 
5,000,000 Catholics, but the population 
now numbers 375,000,000. In China, 
after 300 years of mission work, there 
aré about 4,000,000 Catholics, while the 
population has grown in that period 
from 60,000,000 to 450,000,000. 


THE SOLUTION—MANY LAY 
APOSTLES 


It is evident, therefore, that the at- 
tempt by priests alone to carry out the 
command of Christ is a mathematical 
impossibility, whether at home or in 
mission lands; spiritual population 
growth, like the physical, must be by a 
process of multiplication through the 
people themselves. It has happened on 
the missions, for example, that after a 
priest had made a certain number of 
converts, he gradually made fewer. 
The simple reason is that much of his 
time had to be devoted to the new 
Catholics. 

If 75% or 95% of the people within 
a parish are not practising Catholics, 
then that proportion of the total effort 
should be devoted to them which can be 
done only by mobilizing the laity for 
making contacts and even for the in- 
struction of converts. The priest must 
multiply himself, putting scores, even 
hundreds, to work in place of himself. 
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From than thirty years of 
personal observation and experience in 
convert work in China, the writer has 
but one conclusion: results are in direct 
proportion to the use made of the laity 
—catechists, lay apostles and ordinary 
Catholics. Our catechists were trained 
in special schools, lay apostles in the 
Legion of Mary and other forms of 
Catholic Action, while every sermon or 
instruction to both Catholics and 
‘atechumens included an exhortation 
to share with others the great gift of 
God which they had received. Thus the 
Christian community became 
convert-minded, as in the early Church, 
and their daily contacts with others 
were seized upon as opportunities to 
spread the Faith. In opening new dis- 
tricts a zealous family or two, imported 
if need be, were the nucleus for making 
personal contacts of friendship with 
other families as a means of conversion. 


more 


whole 


PROOF OF THIS METHOD’S SUCCESS 


The figures of conversions resulting 
from this method during the years 1930- 
1950 in what are now the dioceses of 
Wuchow and Kweilin in Kwangsi 
Province, South China, may prove in- 
teresting. When we began work there, 
the area had less than 1,000 Catholics 
in a population of 5,000,000, and was a 
byword as the most arid mission field 
in the country. Dispensaries and 
schools for the poor were started as “the 
apostolate of the works of mercy,” and 
the Catholics were enlisted to explain 
the motivation back of them to their 
neighbors and relatives in other villages 
and in the markets. Emphasis was laid 
especially on lay apostles establishing 
contacts of friendship with those who 
came to the dispensary and with the 
parents of the school children, for works 
of charity rarely bring about conver- 
sions automatically. 

Converts came slowly at first, a 
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hundred or so a year, then began to 
snowball as more priests arrived to open 
new districts and more people were con- 
tacted by the Catholics. In 1950 alone, 
5,000 converts were baptized and the 
Catholics had increased to 30,000, hav- 
ing doubled in number about every five 
years. Perhaps twenty times that num- 
ber now knew something about the 
Church and were saying, “The Catholic 
Church is good!” This was certainly 
in marked contrast to the hatred and 
bigotry so widespread at the beginning, 
when many spread stories that the 
Catholic missioner used the eyes and 
hearts of dead persons to make the 
medicines he distributed. 

It was our experience that people 
rarely became interested in the Chureh 
from an apologetic presentation of her 
claims, but rather because someone 
whom they knew, even perhaps a non- 
Catholic, bore witness to the goodness 
which they had experienced in contact 
with Catholics. Here is proof that the 
multiplied lay apostolate is so impor- 
tant. In China, as well as in America, 
as once in Galilee, a Philip says to a 
Nathanael, “We have found the 
Messias. Come and see.” It is the 
common experience of priests every- 
where that most converts come through 
personal contact with some Catholic 
whom they love and respect—a real in- 
dication that the key to large-scale 
convert-making would be the systematic 
mobilization of the laity to this end. 


MATHEMATICS, ZEAL, CONVERSIONS 


For example, in a country, a diocese, 
or a parish where the Catholics are now 
but 1 in 100 of the population, if only 
5% of them each brought in one convert 
a year, the number of Catholics would 
double every twelve years. In 100 
years, though the total population 
would have more than doubled, all 
would have been converted. If 5% of 
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the Catholics of the United States each 
made one convert a year, the number 
would start at 1,500,000 annually in- 
stead of the present 120,000, the Cath- 
olic population would double in twelve 
years, and the country would be con- 
verted in forty years. 

Perhaps such an idea might seem un- 
realistic, because conversion is a grace. 
However, God’s grace is illimitable and 
meant for all. It would appear evident 
that increasing the number of instru- 
ments which God could use (by making 
Catholics more aware of the apostolate 
and training them to exercise it) would 
bring this grace to a proportionately 
greater number. ‘How can they hear 
without a preacher?” asks St. Paul. 
Competent observers estimate that there 
are 5,000,000 persons in the United 
States ready to become Catholics if 
contacted in the right way. Their con- 
version would set off a chain reaction 
of interest in many millions more. 
What a great field here for the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine to 
make Catholics more apostolic-minded 
and to train catechists for the instruc- 
tion of converts! 


NO CONVERT PROGRAM 
CAN BE TEMPORARY 


In the diocese of San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, Bishop Buddy organized a cam- 
paign in which Catholies visited 95,000 
homes of neighbors with an invitation 
to attend parish inquiry classes. 
6,000 persons expressed interest, 2,000 
came to the classes, and nearly 5,000 
lapsed Catholics returned to the prac- 
tice of their faith. If such consoling re- 
sults were attained at the first attempt, 
in spite of the fact that the Catholies 
were so often strangers to those whom 
they contacted, how much greater fruit 
could be expected if such a campaign 
were based on a permanent program of 
the lay apostolate! 


Over 


It would be a mistake to look upon 
the lay apostolate as simply a tem- 
porary plan to recruit converts; it is 
rather the permanent expression of the 
Gospel spirit of love to act as a leaven 
in souls and in social life so that con- 
versions will come as a natural result. 
The purpose of Christ’s mission to His 
Church was the continuation of His 
own work upon earth, the two-fold 
communication of charity, love of God 
and love of neighbor. The Gospel is 
effectively preached only when exempli- 
fied in the active love of Christians 
toward their fellow-men. 

Somehow or other we seem to empha- 
size the theological or apologetic pres- 
entation of the Faith in our apostolate 
to the extent that it makes most of the 
laity feel excluded as not having train- 
ing for it. However, if we consider the 
apostolate as primarily the communi- 
cation of charity after the example of 
Christ in the Gospel, then all the laity 
can participate. They cannot work 
physical miracles, but they can perform 
spiritual wonders to satisfy the great 
hunger which all men have for Christ- 
like love, the greatest miracle of Our 
Lord Himself. 


PRIESTHOOD OF THE LAITY 


Priest and laity share in the same 
priesthood of Christ, though on different 
levels. St. Thomas, speaking of our 
participation in the priesthood of Christ, 
explains that the sacramental characters 
imprinted by Baptism, Confirmation 
and Holy Orders correspond to different 
degrees of the same priesthood. Speak- 
ing of the effect of Baptism, he says, 
“Each of the faithful is deputed to re- 
ceive, or to bestow on others, things 
pertaining to the worship of God.” 
Note that he ineludes “to bestow” as 
well as “to receive.” A priest is one 
who brings God to men and men to 
God; this is done not only by saying 
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Mass and giving the Sacraments, but 
also by sharing divine love in our rela- 
tions with others. The ordained priest 
himself, while doing the one, may not 
neglect the other. Christ offered Mass 
only once, at the end of His life; He 
did not go about giving the Sacraments; 
yet, during His whole public life He was 
exercising His priesthood of bringing 
people to the kingdom of God. 

Conversion is an actual grace, and to 
be its instruments in bringing men to 
God, both priest and lay apostle must 
use the same means, translating, as it 
were, the Sacraments of the Church into 
human sacraments—charity, kindliness, 
compassion. The higher priestly func- 
tion given by Holy Orders does not 
supplant in the Church those given to 
all the faithful by Baptism and Con- 
firmation. What an inspiration it 
would be to the laity to be made more 
aware of their essential vocation in 
God’s plan for the conversion of the 
world! 

It is evident, then, by the principle 
of subsidiary function in human society, 
that the special role of the laity in the 
mission of the Church cannot be ful- 
filled at the level of the clergy. This is 
most obvious in the duty of parents to 
bring their children to God, but it is 
true also of all the relations which the 
members of laity have among them- 
work, recreation, in the 
neighborhood, in business and _ politics. 
These are lay institutions to which only 
the laity ean bring the spirit of Christ. 
Canon Cardyn points out that at the 
entrance of every factory there is a sign: 
“For employees only.” Yet, every day 
Marx enters there in the person of 
workers. It is only in the person of 
workers, too, that Christ ean be brought 


selves—at 


therein. 

This vocation of the laity is religio- 
social, that is, the manifestation of 
religion through daily social contacts. 
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To fulfill this calling, members of the 
laity have a right to the necessary train- 
ing, just as the priest must be trained 
for his vocation. The priest who has 
the care of souls is obligated not only to 
preach, say Mass and give the Sacra- 
ments, but also to train the laity of his 
parish in its apostolic vocation. The 
priest is not sent only for individual 
souls; as another Christ he must be a 
new founder of the Church in his place 
and time, an apostle of apostles, a 
spiritual father who transmits to his 
children the power of being spiritual 
parents in their turn. 


A LESSON FROM THE COMMUNISTS 


Today the apostles of Marx are 
everywhere; they have great influence 
precisely because they are from among 
the people themselves, living the same 
lives as the people. The growth of the 
arly Church was due, on the human 
side, not so much to the preaching of 
the clergy, as to the zeal and enthusiasm 
of ordinary Christians acting as a 
leaven in every walk of life. The suc- 
cess of Communism demonstrates again 
the same principle which we seem to 
have abandoned. Because each single 
Communist is made to feel that he has 
an important contribution to make to 
the movement, he is inspired to be dedi- 
eated and self-sacrificing; it becomes 
his primary interest at the saerifice of 
entertainment, social life, even money- 
making. There are about 25,000,000 
members of the Communist party, 
every one an apostle, a convert-maker, 
and they have arisen in only one genera- 
tion. 

The Communists train every member 
to be a leader among men on his own 
level; they have shown, without doubt, 
that quite ordinary people can be de- 
veloped into leaders, just as slaves, 
soldiers and the uneducated could be 
apostles in the early Church. The 
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Communist system of leader-training 
has two chief aims: 1) to make each 
member better informed than those 
around him on certain key questions 
and to be able to express himself about 
them; 2) to make him a man of action 
on his own level through experience 
in guided activities. These aims are 
achieved primarily by the technique of 
discussion in small groups along care- 
fully prepared lines, and carrying out 
assigned actions of influence on others 
which are reported back to the group. 
Thus they develop confidence, initiative 
and a strong group morale, prepared 
to penetrate into all social institu- 
tions—schools, labor unions, govern- 
ment, the arts of communication, even 
the churches and welfare groups. 

In his book, Calvary in China, Fr. 
Robert W. Greene, M.M., relates how 
the little market town of Tung-an, 
where he lived, with a population of 
perhaps 1,000, became a training center 
for Communist apostles in that area. 
Meetings of young people were held 
every night and sometimes would go on 
until near midnight. Each village had 
to send representatives to be trained in 
spreading the ideals of Communism and 
winning new members. 


“After they were sufficiently grounded 
in the elementary principles they were 
sent out, two by two, into the poorest 
hovels and the most remote villages. 
In two weeks or so they returned to 
the mission property (which had been 
taken over) and reported on their 
suc¢esses and failures. At these ses- 
sions they would listen to experienced 
Party Members and they would ask 
questions and get the answers. They 
were then given the program to be 
followed on their next mission.” 


WHAT REAL ENCOURAGEMENT 
IS GIVEN TO THE LAITY? 


To meet this challenge the Church 
must form leaders at every level; her 
mission ean sueceed only if there are 


many zealous apostles to bring Christ 
into all human relationships every- 
where. The most successful way to 
form these leaders is in small groups 
which discuss needs in their own en- 
vironment and then undertake definite 
action, a program of adult training in 
leadership. Experiments have shown 
that such discussions are up to ten times 
more effective in producing action than 
lectures by experts. Around key leaders 
developed in this way, the whole Catho- 
lic community can be mobilized and 
made apostolic-minded. The members 
of the Legion of Mary, for instance, 
have produced leaders on their own level 
among illiterate bush dwellers in Africa 
and the common people of China; the 
Jocists have done likewise among young 
factory workers in Europe of very little 
education. ‘The apostles of the workers 
will be workers, of business men will be 
business men, of farmers will be 
farmers,” said Pope Pius XI. 

Today we tend to limit the participa- 
tion of the laity in the Church to a 
passive reception of our ministrations 
instead of promoting co-operative ac- 
tion of clergy and laity for the building 
up of the body of Christ. The com- 
munication of the Faith has come to be 
considered almost exclusively the work 
of the clergy alone, with the result that 
the bond between priest and people 
tends to grow weak from lack of doing 
things together, of failing to share with 
one another the toil, the sacrifice and 
the joys of their common vocation to 
bring God to men and men to God. 


WE MUST REDISCOVER 
THE EARLY CHURCH SPIRIT 


Owing to the modern breakdown of 
the family and family groupings, or- 
ganizations like the Christian Family 
Movement are especially important in 
the apostolate through their restora- 
tion of family and neighborhood life in 
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the parish. The Christian family can- 
not isolate itself; it has an external as 
well as an internal vocation; if it does 
not help to bring Christ into other 
families, its own welfare is endangered. 
Personality growth, spiritual and emo- 


have allowed to fall largely into disuse 
since the early Church, that a group of 
people who work together for a definite 
goal are bound to influence those around 


them. Only by discovering this prin- 
ciple again and applying it in the large 


tional maturity, depend on strong and and systematic way which modern 
deep interpersonal relations motivated population growth requires, can we hope 
by religion. Our mass society of today, 
however, tends rather to a depersonali- - 
zation of relationships. = _ : ial :' 
. . Paid Note: For vouth groups in the apostolate, 
The truth of the matter is that the = Fy. Meyer has prepared a workbook, The 
Communists have gotten hold of a Mystical Body in Action; for couples in the 
itenaiend "een i. Lon wie wy family apostolate, he has prepared Mr. and 
principle of group dynamics which we Mrs. Ct. Table of Contents for his address. 


to carry out the mission of Christ to 
His Church. 


In the next H P R issue 





The purposes of Catholic lay organizations are one thing—the functioning 
of too many of these organizations is something else again. Call it meeting 
for the sake of meeting, commictees for the sake of the record, organized 
disorder and general nothingness—the condition is (according to Robert 
Cissell’s Organized Pointlessness—or the Lay Apostolate?) frequently along 
the following lines: 


“Oftentimes meetings are not carried on in a way that gives the 
impression that these are times of crisis and that time is running out. 
Whether the beer should be sold for 15 cents (and not make enough 
money), or sold for 20 cents (and make too much money), or sold for 
17 cents (and have the problem of making change), is not the sort of 
thing the whole membership should chew on for an hour.” 


Positively, Mr. Cissell sets forth a clear, simple, tested program for 
effective leadership in our Catholic lay organizations as well as some 
down-to-earth suggestions for helping the accomplishments of so many of 
these groups to approximate the stated aims. 


Assistant at St. Monica’s parish right in the midst of teeming Manhattan, 
Father George A. Kelly is in a magnificent position to point out the vast 
changes in the life of the modern city parish since the days of our immigrant 
parents and the “ready-made” parish. Holding his doctorate in Sociology, 
he is further equipped to provide concrete solutions, solutions which apply 
as well beyond the big city parish. You cannot miss the points which 
Father Kelly makes; he is a complete stranger to “beating around the 
bush” in his article The Changing Needs of the American Parish. 

















Liberals and the Dogma- 
Bogey 


By FRANCIS SCHMIDT 


Tinie YEARS AGO, Buckley 
aroused the ire of liberals by his timely, 
courageous, and cogent book, God and 
Man at Yale. Buckley examined the 
conscience of what was left of academic 
freedom. 

At the time, Freeman magazine (Oc- 
tober 22, 1951) published a critique of 
the same. In it 
liberals of perverting liberty and of 
leading society perhaps unwittingly into 
the slave state. He likewise felt the 
need, with Buckley and all decent Chris- 
tions, for a_return to the simple, sane, 
and true foundations of Christian edu- 
cation. 

The blindness of liberals is shown by 
their present slowness in awakening to 
the real dangers of Communism. In 
fact, their blindness to all higher spirit- 
ual values is revealed in every histori- 
eal crisis of the last two hundred and 
fifty years. 

In the February, 1952, Progressive 
magazine, that liberal of liberals, Pro- 
fessor Rodell of the Yale Law School, 
termed Buckley’s book a threat to free 
universities. He contended that Buck- 
ley stretched his terms, garbled his 
facts, extended his conclusions beyond 
reasonable connection with the pre- 
mises. Rodell claimed to strip Buck- 
ley’s book down to its bare bone of con- 
tention: “Patrons should stop financing 
Christless Christianity at Yale.” In 
fact, Rodell appeared to nail both book 


and author to a cross. To the deriding, 


Wittmer charged the 


carping, captious lawyer, poor Buckley 
was just plain ignorant, bigoted, intoler- 
ant, lacking in intellectual honesty and 
humility, yea, even innocent of intel- 
lectual curiosity. He who asserts too 
much, proves nothing. 

Buckley’s appeal to the alumni to 
pinch the pursestrings of Christless 
teaching annoyed Rodell. In return 
Buckley was all but roasted on the 
gridiron of agnostic wrath. One would 
imagine that four years at Yale were 
Purgatory enough for Buckley, without 
incurring the “hell and damnation” of 
an avowed agnostic. 


HOLMES: SKEPTIC, CYNIC, LIBERAL 


Rodell is very clever as a pleader of 
causes. But some of his ideas are mere 
bogeys. ‘He fears dogma more than a 
murderer fears the electric chair.” To 
appreciate MRodell’s tirade against 
dogma, one should know this line is an 
old, old “saw” with Rodell. Not too 
long ago when a number of Catholic 
writers gave a very objective analysis 
of the now deceased Chief Justice 
Holmes’ vaporings on religion, it was 
Rodell who considered Holmes maligned 
and misinterpreted because allegedly 
quoted out of context. He defended 
Holmes as being truly religious. In a 
recent work by John Wu, a distin- 
guished Chinese jurist who, by the way, 
was a friend and ardent admirer of 
Holmes, we find the latter quoted in 
context. In short, Holmes claimed that 
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“neither the evolutionary process, nor 
man, nor even the cosmos have any 
discernible ultimate significance. If the 
cosmos has any meaning, it is evidently 
not in the head, but in the belly.” If 
this makes sense it means that Holmes 
was both skeptic and cynic. Ultimate 
peace is in getting away from cosmic 
thraldom. If Holmes’ premise were 
true, the conclusion is more than justi- 
fied. But it shows to what stupid 
depths the human mind can descend 
when shut off from the mental and 
moral vision of revealed religion. John 
Wu calls this form of perversion “a 
wobbling between two _ obscurities,” 
from above and from below. More ac- 
curately stated, it is a shunting from 
divine revelation and a fleeing from the 
human intelligence—in matters of re- 
ligion. The grammarian is also shocked 
at what can be called Holmes’ prize 
illustration of obscurity. “We know 
nothing of (life’s) ultimate significance, 
if the cosmos know the significance. If 
it doesn’t, it is because it is bigger than 
that. For it has significance in its 
belly.”? (See John Wu, Beyond East 
and West, pp. 211-212.) This form of 
word-perversion or semanticism which 
Rodell terms religion is not even amus- 
ing. It is very sinister. 


WHEN AUTHORITY IS FOUNDED 
IN DOUBT 


If agnostics and atheists lack definite 
knowledge and certainty regarding ulti- 
mate ideas and realities, why should 
they set themselves up as critics of re- 
ligion, as saviors from superstition, as 
enlighteners of mankind? If only they 
had read books like God’s Underground 
by Greta Palmer, they would see ‘he 
utter futility of all atheistic opposit: 2n 
to the deep-seated convictions in man. 
Or do the ultra-liberals think that their 
method of reading God out of His uni- 
verse is more clever and effective than 
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the blunt and savage methods of the 
Nazis and Soviets? Father George 
found even Russian youth beginning to 
doubt this highly pressured propaganda 
against Christ: 


“If they are wrong in their social 
theories, why should we trust their 
doubts about Christ. If they fail to 
give us anything worth while in eco- 
nomics, they have still less to give in 
religion.” 


Since they hate God, how ean they love 
mankind? Denying God’s truth, they 
wallow in their own evasions. 


STRANGE ANIMADVERSIONS 
FROM A WIERD LOGIC 


Rodell accuses Buckley of hypocrit- 
ically hiding his religious affiliation. If 
a teacher of religion need not openly 
disclose his belief or lack of belief in 
the divinity of Christ, why should the 
author of even a “highly personalized” 
account prejudice his readers before 
they examine what he has to say? 
3uckley wanted the facts to speak for 
themselves. Admitting that Buckley 
did slant the book in favor of Christ, 
we fail to see why slanting a book 
toward Christ is to be reprobated while 
Rodell’s slanting against Christ is to be 
recommended. 

Rodell accuses Buckley of stretching 
his terms. For instance, his term “‘col- 
lectivism” covers both socialism and 
communism and (according to Rodell) 
even some New Dealisms. After study- 
ing Buckley’s book, we can see nothing 
to prove that he stultified himself to 
that extent. Buckley is not ignorant of 
the obvious faet that the Catholic doc- 
trine of ‘social responsibility in govern- 
ment played a vital role in some of the 
New Deal social security legislation. 
Senator Wagner himself, who joined the 
Catholic Church shortly before he died, 
was aided by Father John Ryan, Bishop 
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LIBERALS AND THE DOGMA-BOGEY 


Haas, Father John Cronin, and many 
others, some in the Senate, others in the 
House. These men’s faith in God 
backed up their mutual trust in their 
fellowmen and, instead of blocking per- 
sonal freedom, helped to enrich it by 
tying freedom in with security. We are 
glad to know that Rodell appreciates 
the official stand of the Church on the 
matter of extreme individualism versus 
social rights, but we fail to see why he 
does not take the same enlightened 
stand with regard to religion itself. 
Here Rodell is an extreme individualist. 
That is why, perhaps, he delights in de- 
fending those whom the Church calls 
godless, atheist, pantheist, agnostic. 
Without a firm belief in fundamental 
cpyncepts and beliefs, one has nowhere 
ta go except to run wild. If Rodell were 
wise, he would be silent and keep his 
confusion to himself. But the ego must 
come out, and, alas, it betrays itself into 
a blind alley. 


DOGMATIC ANTI-DOGMATISTS 


Jf individualistic ideas cannot estab- 
lish social solidarity and social equality, 
neither can individualist notions in 
morality create social peace and se- 
curity. They need the purifying and 
unifving power of the divine idea, the 
divine purpose, the divine conception of 
the ultimate good. Without religion 
the many lesser human objectives re- 
main unerystallized and at variance 
with each other. Only religion center- 
ing in God-made-man can give our 
moral and social strivings real signifi- 
cance, genuine power of achievement. 
Hence, not dogma of divine teaching is 
divisive, but communism, atheism, pan- 
theism, deism, agnosticism. These 
divide a man’s body from his very soul. 
Why a man of Rodell’s brilliant mind 
fails to envision the correlation of truth 
is almost beyond comprehension. 

Rodell pillories Buckley as petulant 


in expecting Christianity to be treated 
as nothing less than gospel truth. Oh, 
how an agnostic can bandy Christian 
terms, or shall I say badger the very 
idea of gospel truth? The gospel truth 
can always stand up and be counted 
even in the presence of the diabolie lie. 
What a knave is that ignorant bigot 
(Buckley) to even entertain the idea 
that the dogmas of Christ could possibly 
be better than the dogmatism of the 
know-nothing in religion! How stupid 
of Buckley for protesting against the 
modern man-made god of doubt! Has 
not a modern university the right to 
doubt and ignore all religion? What 
right has a Catholic to prick and punec- 
ture the fool’s baubel? Here is one 
Catholic who was not afraid to stand 
up and be counted. Buckley says this 
modern faith in doubt, this faith in 
ignorance, this faith in obscurity can- 
not hold a candle to the old-fashioned 
dogmatie faith in God’s truth, faith in 
divine dogma, faith in the Church to 
whom Christ entrusted His doctrine. 
What becomes of St. Paul’s “angel” who 
is anathematized if and when he dares 
to preach a contrary doctrine? Is 
Yale’s angel, Rodell, a privileged char- 
acter, that he ean with impunity anath- 
ematize even the Divine Teacher, Jesus 
Christ? 


VENEERED SECULARISM 


Who will dare say that Buckley is 
wrong in writing down Christless 
Christianity as veneered secularism— 
pure and simple? Whether one calls it 
secularism or incipient atheism makes 
little difference. The present author is 
frankly mystified by Rodell’s denying 
Buckley even the native democratic 
right of protesting the idea of having all 
religion doubted and ignored. Why has 
not the Christian student a right to see 
historical Christianity revered and 
taught as nothing less than gospel 
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truth? Are liberals the only ones with 
rights? Not Buckley’s doctrine but 
Rodell’s is quite sinister. 

In spite of Buckley’s naively expect- 
ing Yale’s Chairman of Religion to per- 
suade his students to believe in Christ, 
I still maintain that any student with 
intellectual honesty has the right to de- 
mand qualified teachers. Parents and 
sponsors and patrons have the right to 
bring pressure to bear for the removal 
of unfit Worthy teachers 
have more to fear from secular and 
liberal cliques than from the patrons of 


teachers. 


education. 
THE FEINBERG LAW 


Recently the Supreme Court defended 
the constitutionality of the Feinberg 
law which was enacted to eliminate 
members of subversive groups from ad- 
ministrative and teaching posts in the 
public schools of New York. 


“New York school authorities will 
have the right and duty of screening 
officials, teachers, and employees as 
to their fitness to maintain the integ- 
rity of the schools as a part of 
ordered society.” 

Justice Minton, speaking for the major- 
ity of six over three, avers that this re- 
striction does not limit free speech or 
assemblage except in the remote sense 
that the limitation is inherent in the 
person’s choice. That is, if he chooses 
to belong to a subversive organization, 
he cannot choose to become a teacher, 
or if already a teacher, he may, after 
lawful trial, be evicted from his job. 
The court classes this limitation upon 
the individual’s choice as an exercise 
“of the State’s police power to protect 
the schools from pollution and thereby 
defend the State’s own existence.” Such 
convicted teachers are denied the “right 
to teach on their own terms.” They are 
declared unfit for public service. If this 
holds true for teachers who work for the 
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State, we see no reason why it should not 
hold for those engaged by publicly en- 
dowed institutions of higher learning. 
This may sound ominous, because it can 
easily be abused by extremists in power. 
To some extent a minority of teachers 
Like 
members of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, teachers all over the country ought 
to be the first to bar Communists and 
abettors of Communism from their ac- 
redited membership. 


have brought it on themselves. 


THAT BOGEY “AUTHORITARIANISM” 
AGAIN 


If the state has the right to protect 
education from the “pollution of com- 
munistic teaching,” surely patrons of 
higher learning also have the right and 
duty to protect youth from the arrant 
sophistries of those who would supplant 
the divine teachings of Christ with the 
airy nothings of atheists and the night- 
mares of Freudists, Deweyites, fellow 
travellers and unbelieving ethical cul- 
tists—to say nothing of the progressive 
evolutionists in education. If there be 
no other way to stop any or all these 
traducers of youth—whose pet theories 
are the curse of some schools today— 
then I say pinch their pocketbooks. 
Let us stop the endless piffle about 
progress in education until we are quite 
sure there is a little education left. 

Rodell makes one final summary 
statement that he assumes to be innocu- 
ous and foolproof. 


“There are those of us who see the 
crucial contemporary battle as be- 
tween authoritarianism ... and the 
untrammeled right of men to think 
and speak for themselves.” 


And under authoritarianism, the sophist 
in Rodell couples Communist thought- 
control and religious dogmatism to- 
gether with college teaching at alumni 


command. Rodell thinks Buckley and 
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all other Christian thinkers wrong when 
they aver that the present struggle is a 
life and death struggle between atheism 
and Christianity. Rodell, the agnostic, 
apparently sees atheism as the new and 
better christianity. Therefore he has 
to invent an ersatz danger. He links 
this ersatz danger, dogmatism, with the 
real danger, Communism, failing, how- 
ever, in his analysis of the common de- 
nominator, thought-control. In fact he 
fails to show that thought control in 
dogma has any bearing on reality, while 
Communism does not stop with the at- 
tempt to control thought. Communists 
know they cannot control thought, but 
they do their best to pervert thought. 
How? By false fronts and propaganda. 
In this campaign, they are often abetted 
by the ultra-liberals. The Church, on 
the other hand, does all which she can 
to keep thought pure and unadulterated, 
for she puts a higher evaluation on 
truth. She is satisfied with no less than 
eospel truth in religion and morality; 
agnosticism is preoccupied with the big 
lie. 


STRAINED COMPARISON 


It is purely academic to abhor Com- 
munism principally under the guise of 
thought-control when it really aims to 
enslave the body and mind of man and 
sacrifices human lives by the millions. 
This is life-control at its very nadir. 
To compare this ruthless savagery to 
dogmatism in education makes no sense, 
except when applied to the dogmatism 
that begins and ends in the negation of 
all higher values. But Rodell means 
religious dogmatism which is merely an 
invention of his own brain. 

Rodell at least did not foster the 
chauvinistie semanticism of those lib- 
erals who built up the fable about 
Chinese Communism as a mere agrar- 


ian form of democracy in China. Let 
us hope the good sense and the home in- 
stinct of the Chinese will re-assert 
themselves even in the face of outmoded 
colonialism and imperialism. Let us 
hope too that Rodell is not trying to 
drive a wedge between Christianity and 
the democracies by his phobia regard- 
ing dogma. 

Rodell’s fear of authoritarianism 
stems from his excessive trust in man. 
Without hope in God, he must place his 
trust solely in man. But why insist on 
the untrammeled rights of men? If one 
truth emerges clear from the history of 
men and nations, it is the glaring fact 
that the moment any man claims un- 
trammeled rights over others he has for- 
gotten that his own feet are made of 
clay; if such a petty tyrant has unfor- 
tunately arrogated to himself or has 
thrust upon him the role of a demigod— 
it soon develops that the bones in his 
head crowd out the gray matter. Once 
man’s “breeches” are too small for him, 
there is no end to his mounting follies. 
If there is practically no error in re- 
corded history that one or the other 
philosopher has not embraced, there is 
likewise no folly so great but what 
some mocker of God has hugged to his 
breast. 


LESSON OF HISTORY 


Four hundred years before Christ, the 
pagan Plato realized that only a God 
come to earth could rescue man out of 
his own ever-deepening misery. To 
those liberals, atheists, faddists who at 
present are trying to gang up against 
God, there is no better antidote than a 
humble study of history to see how the 
planned ways of man yield to the hid- 
den ways of God. Even the stupidities 
of human planners ultimately serve the 
wisdom of divine Providence. 
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The Manliness of Ordinary 


Decency 


By ANSELM LACOMARA, C.P. 
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= MUST BE an easier way to 
heaven than this,” said the pastor after 
a killing session in the box on Christmas 
ive. The rest of us, eyelids at half- 
mast and shoulders a little drooped, 
heartily agreed. Perhaps that was the 
first time in a year that any of us ad- 
verted to the fact that there can be a 
daily heroism in a priest’s life. Most of 
the time we just sort of roll along with- 
out thinking of the many opportunities 
we have for the practice of virtue in the 
little incidents which surround us at 
home ard in the ministry. During mo- 
ments of more serious reflection we 
tend to concentrate on the great truths 
and sublime ideals of the priesthood. 
So few of us are called upon to do the 
so-called “great” things for God and 
souls, that our reflections have little 
chance to blossom forth into action. 

It would be a good thing for our 
morale if we gave some attention to the 
virtues we can and should practice in 
daily life, because it is through these 
virtues that we shall grow into a like- 
ness of Christ. It is through these vir- 
tues that we can prove every day that 
we are willing to serve God whole- 
heartedly. It is through these virtues 
that we can practice some daily hero- 
ism. 


CONSIDERATION FOR ASSISTANT 


The first virtue of daily life which 
comes to mind is consideration as a 
practical manifestation of charity. It 
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must be admitted that we priests are 
quite inconsiderate at times. It may be 
on account of the respect in which 
people hold us. It may be because our 
words carry so much weight in spiritual 
matters. There are many reasons for 
this attitude of mind which we find 
among priests. The fact of the matter 
seems to be, however, that we say what 
we like to and about anybody we 
please; and this without consideration 
of how they feel about it. 

There is room for consideration in 
two places where we spend most of our 
time: the house and the confessional. 
The rectory or monastery is supposed 
to be the priest’s home, and considera- 
tion is an essential quality for the hap- 
piness of any home. Consideration can 
start at the top with the pastor. Every 
man in charge of a parish should try to 
understand the men with whom he 
works. So often it happens that assist- 
ants are looked upon as so many hired 
men sent to a parish to do just as they 
are told and ask no questions. They 
are met by a set of rules and regula- 
tions which leaves them hamstrung as 
far as work is concerned. Sometimes 
they are expected to take over the en- 
tire active ministry while the pastor 
spends all his time as the executive of 
the parish. There are other places 
where one would be led to think that 
assistants are relieved of their brains 
through the imposition 6f hands. Their 


opinions are never asked, they are never 
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consulted, their youth, sometimes only 
a relative youth at that, is held up to 
ridicule. You know how it is. “Well, 
Father, when you get to be my 
age. . ..” There is much room in a 
pastor’s life for this virtue of considera- 
tion. Perhaps the best way in which he 
can manifest it is by remembering that 
the men under him are fellow priests, 
not hired help. 


CONSIDERATION FOR 
OLDER PRIESTS 


Lest we be one-sided in this, however, 
those who are younger in years or lower 
in rank have much upon which to re- 
flect in this matter of consideration. 
First of all, it would do all of us a lot 
of good to remember that these older 
men have been through the mill. Many 
of the good things which we enjoy in 
the nature of churches, schools and rec- 
tories are due to their efforts and hard 
work. Perhaps now these older men 
cannot work as they did in former years. 
The infirmities of age may hamper them 
and they may be too proud to tell us 
about it. Their training may have dif- 
fered from ours. Maybe they are un- 
able to work up a full head of steam 
about the liturgy and the laymen’s use 
of the missal. So what? We ean prac- 
tice consideration for these men if we 
will only remember that the condition 
of a man’s health and his memory of 
bygone years play a great role in what 
he says and does. 


CONSIDERATION FOR 

THE HOUSEKEEPER 

Consideration in the reetory should 
extend to the members of the household 
staff. This is particularly true in the 
matter of food. To hear some of the 
Sometimes 
there is cause for legitimate complaint, 


gripes that go around! 


but, most of the time, complaint is based 


on purely subjective likes and dislikes, 
like the priest who liked his eggs boiled 
just enough to congeal the outside of 
the yolk. For his educated palate thie 
cook would need X-ray eyes! Let us 
admit that most of us never had it so 
good as now in this matter of food and 
drink. Then there is the considerate 
way in which we can ask for service and 
at least say, “Thank you,” when serv- 
ice is forthcoming. We can be consid- 
erate enough to keep our living quarters 
moderately clean so that some woman, 
old enough to be our mother, will not 
have to get down on her knees to pick 
up our junk. 

In the confessional there is great op- 
portunity to practice the virtue of con- 
sideration. We priests are inclined to 
forget how hard. it is for some people to 
go to confession. They actually get 
panicky at the very thought of confes- 
sion. Some of them are filled with 
shame, not to mention the various 
temptations the devil throws at them 
when they enter the box. Here, above 
all, is a place for consideration, even 
when we are anxious to get that Office 
said or impatient to see “Your Show of 
Shows.” This sort of virtue may seem 
little, but it takes a manly priest to 
put it into praetice on every occasion 
which will present itself in the course 
of only one day. 


LOOK YOURSELF IN 
THE FACE: HUMILITY 


Another daily virtue calling for 
heroism is humility. We should be 
naturally humble if we think the matter 
over. We have much about which to 
be humble. We can be humble about 
our bodies; few of us are things of 
beauty. We can be humble about our 
minds; few of us are endowed with 
genius. We can be humble about our 
wills; few of us are truly strong. As 
a matter of fact, there are times when 
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this vaunted will of ours falls apart in 
the face of a plate of ice cream. We 
can be humble about our spiritual en- 
dowments; all we possess in this line 
comes to us from a bountiful God. 

Honest opinion of ourselves and our 
shortcomings must incline us to a prac- 
tical humility. In corrections which 
come our way, we can be humble enough 
to admit that there may be something 
in us which calls for correction. Maybe 
we are not perfect. We can at least 
admit that much. When another of- 
fers an opinion, even though it be con- 
trary to our own ideas, we can be 
humble enough to recognize that we 
have no corner on the brain market, 
that the opinion offered may be right, 
that someone else can think too. There 
are some men who think themselves 
authorities on every conceivable sub- 
ject, from the mating call of the extinct 
passenger pidgeon to the Korean ques- 
tion, and who do not hesitate to spread 
their vast fund of erudition before 
their so sadly ill-informed brother 
priests. They miss the opportunity of 
growing in virtue because they spend 
too much time cultivating their ego. 
God knows there are enough humiliat- 
ing incidents in a priest’s daily life 
which will afford him ample oppor- 
tunity to debase himself and grow in 
humility. If he seizes such opportuni- 
ties, he shall practice heroie virtue. 


RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY 


Another virtue which should have 
place in a priest’s heart is respect for 
all legitimate authority. The Church 
is an organization built upon authority. 
Christ is the Head, the Pope is His 
Vicar, the Bishop is His representative 
in a given diocese, the pastor in a given 
parish, the priest among the people. 
Whether we like the set-up or not, that 
is the fact of the matter. It follows, 
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then, that we should respect the author- 
ity of those over us as we expect our 
own portion of authority to be re- 
spected. Christ, Himself, leads the way 
in His perfect submission to the Father 
and in the example which He gave when 
He said to Pilate, “Thou wouldst have 
no power at all over me were it not 
given thee from above.” (John xix: 11.) 
St. Paul clarifies the doctrine when 
he says, “Let everyone be subject to 
the higher authorities, for there exists 
no authority except from God, and 
those who exist have been appointed 
by God. Therefore he who resists the 
authority resists the ordinance of 
God. ’ (Rom., xiii: 1, 2). 

This, too, must be practical every 
day. Regulations of the Holy See and 
diocesan statutes must be accepted as 
the mind of God for us. Recently I had 
opportunity to observe how some men 
regard the wishes of the Holy See when 
I looked in vain for the relatively new 
common of Pontiffs while saying Mass. 
When I asked about it later, I was told 
that the Mass would be inserted in the 
missal when the pastor received a letter 
from Rome! I wonder if he ever heard 
of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis? 

The reasonable wishes of the local 
authority should be met with respect, 
too. After all, those in authority will 
be called upon to render an account of 
their stewardship some day; they will 
have to take full responsibility for their 
use and abuse of power; the rest of us 
are never wrong when we do as we are 
told. As a matter of fact, it is here that 
we have a marvelous chance to suppress 
our own sweet will and grow in solid 
virtue. Furthermore, someone has to 
call the signals; we cannot all be quar- 
terbacks. If the work of the Church 
is to be done forcefully and efficiently, 
there must be authority. Where there 
is no authority or where authority is 
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watered down through disrespect and 
lack of co-operation, chaos will result 
as the Protestant sects show so elo- 
quently. For our own personal good 
and for the good of the Church, we 
priests just have to respect the author- 
ity ordained, even when it goes counter 
to our “better” judgment. 


TRAGEDY OF THE COLD SHOULDER 
AND THE VIRTUE OF INTEREST 


A particular little virtue which goes 
far toward the building of a spiritual 
priest is interest in others. All of us 
like a pat on the back once in a while; 
we crave a certain amount of affection 
and friendliness; we like to be told 
that we are doing a good job. Why 
not give the other fellow a pat on the 
back and some encouragement by mani- 
festing interest in what he is doing? 
We may not get such a thrill out of his 
work; it may be supremely unimpor- 
tant to us; it is, nonetheless, important 
to him and maybe he would like to talk 
about it. We can show interest even 
in his operation! Just listening to a 
gripe can be a way of manifesting in- 
terest. 

This is an important virtue among 
us priests for the simple reason that it 
may safeguard a fellow priest’s voca- 
tion. Sad experience teaches that all 
too often, lack of manly interest and 
friendliness’ among one’s fellow priests 
in the house leads men to seek such in- 
terest and friendliness elsewhere. 
Sometimes this interest gets too friendly 
and too affectionate with the tragic re- 
sult of a lost vocation. A man who 
gets the cold shoulder too often, sooner 
or later will look for a soft, warm one. 

This interest in others will surely 
profit us spiritually if we have patience 
in listening. A little wear and tear on 
the ears is about all it costs to be in- 
terested in our brother priests. But 
such interest will help us to forget our- 


_——— 


selves and think of others and thus help 
us to be Christlike. 


SERVICE 


Service is another virtue which should 
have prominent place in a priest’s life. 
We have been ordained for the service 
of the people according to the Rite of 
Ordination. “The office of the priest is 
to offer sacrifice, to bless, to govern, to 
preach and to baptize.” This is just 
a paraphrase of St. Paul’s, “Every High 
Priest, taken from among men, is ap- 
pointed for men in the things pertain- 
ing to God.” -(Heb., v: 1.) 

If this is the case, then we should 
offer our people a practical, daily serv- 
ice. We can offer them such service by 
being punctual in the matter of Mass, 
for example. It may be true that our 
churches are seldom filled with devout 
worshippers at daily Mass; but those 
who do attend have a right to hear 
Mass at the scheduled hour in order 
that they may get to work or get home 
for the children’s breakfast. Moreover, 
the priest can serve his people by tak- 
ing only a reasonable amount of time 
for Mass. We do not have to stream- 
line our Mass or rush through it; but 
we can remember that some of our pa- 
rishioners have to work for a living and 
are unable to spend all day in church. 

Promptness in the confessional, for 
sick-calls and for office-calls likewise 
offer plenty of room for self sacrifice in 
a priest’s daily life. It may well be 
that good order requires a_ certain 
amount of regimentation in matters of 
office hours and parish works; we can- 
not allow the people to become too de- 
manding, for that is an excess because 
of which other ministerial works will 
suffer. But, in ordinary circumstances, 
we can remember that we are at thie 
service of the people, ordained for them. 

Even as I write, I am reminded of 
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what a layman said to me a short time 
ago. Here are his exact words, “No- 
body who wants to die with the Last 
Sacraments can do so in our parish be- 
tween the hours of one and four in the 
afternoon. They dont even answer the 
rectory phone at that time.” Thank 
God, such cases are rare; but the inci- 
dent serves to point out to us that faith- 
ful service to our people can demand a 
ereat deal of inconvenience on our part 
and help us grow in daily virtue. 


TEMPERANCE 


Still another virtue which should be 
dear to a priestly heart is temperance, 
the virtue of control. I do not mean 
temperance in the usually accepted 
sense, restraint in the excessive use of 
alcohol. When we remember how many 
truly fine men have been ruined by vice 
in this regard, we need not so much as 
consider the matter. It is obvious. I 
mean temperance in the wider meaning 
as that virtue which regulates all our 
senses. I mean temperance of the eyes, 
for example, in our reading, picture- 
gazing, travels and recreation. This 
sort of temperance will help us safe- 
guard our obligation to lead celibate 
lives. If we deceive ourselves with the 
idea that we can look at anything, read 
anything and, in general, act without 
too much restraint, we are headed for 
one big fall. In this, we should take 
some of the advice we so freely give to 
others. 

Temperate use of language is another 
form of control which should have place 
in a priest’s daily life. What if things 
do go wrong once in a while? That is 
no reason to “blow our tops,” to use 
abusive and sometimes downright mud- 
gutter language without regard to the 
scandal we may cause or feelings we 
may hurt. These things happen, as we 
all well know. Universal control is the 
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test of true virtue and it is shown forth 
most of all in daily life. 


DAILY HEROISM IS POSSIBLE 


Because most of us are not required 
to do spectacular things for God and 
souls, it remains for us to use the means 
at our disposal for the practice of solid, 
priestly virtue. These little every-day 
virtues are the means we have. We can 
use them. They will enable us to be- 
come Christlike. 

Most of us, thank God, are able to 
face the crises which confront us in the 
course of our lives. When something 
really big militates against our priestly 
virtue, we seem to be able to co-operate 
with the grace of God, meet the crisis 
and win. Those who do not, God help 
them, sooner or later “jump the league.” 
But it is never the player who hits one 
home-run a year who gets into the 
regular lineup and receives a fatter cun- 
tract. It is the consistent hitter who 
sticks around in the big leagues and 
shows a substantial gain in salary every 
year. Here is the situation with regard 
to us priests. It is not the practice of 
the big virtues which count in the long 
run; it is the daily practice of the little 
virtues, even when difficult to do so, 
which will pay off dividends in Christ- 
like living. 

These daily virtues are not to be de- 
spised as unimportant. They are most 
valuable because they will make for 
daily heroic virtue and perfection. We 
can best put these virtues into practice 
when we remember that they shall 
make us Christlike priests. We can 
see this for ourselves: 


C—Consideration 
H—Humility 
R—Respect 
I—Interest 
S—Service 
T—Temperance 
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Pius X, Peasant Pope 


By J. VINCENT HIGGINSON 


KF IFTY YEARS AGO, August, 1903, 
the bells of St. Peter’s in Rome electri- 
fied the city with a message of joy, 
heralding the news of the election of a 
new pope. Exciteinent ran high, even 
though rumors from so-called reliable 
sources had determined with some cer- 
tainty who the next pope would be. 
Still the announcement from the loggia 
in St. Peter’s Square came as a complete 
surprise, for it revealed the fairly un- 
known Cardinal Giuseppe Sarto as Pope 
Pius X. In fact, so unexpected was the 
choice that his own sisters in Venice, 
where he was the Cardinal Patriarch, 
at first refused to believe the voice that 
informed them by telephone. A humble 
peasant had been crowned pope, inau- 
gurating one of the most fruitful reigns 
in the history of the papacy. 

Today one often hears “The family 
that prays together stays together.” 
Though the expression may be of con- 
temporary coinage, in actual practice it 
has, of course, been exemplified for 
centuries. Family prayer was a normal, 
daily part of life with the Sarto family, 
and later as priest, Bishop and Cardi- 
nal, Joseph Sarto shared in the family 
prayers. Even as Pope, he always con- 
cluded the semi-weekly visits of his 
sisters with the recitation of the rosary. 

Somehow, however, we are inclined 
to think that Blessed Pius X would 
have extended the expression to “The 
family that prays and sings together, 
stays together.” Nothing brings this 
fact more pointedly to mind than his 
now famed pronouncement on Sacred 
Musie (of which we recently celebrated 


the fiftieth anniversary), the Motu 
Proprio of November 22, 1903. 

The Motu Proprio on Sacred Music 
was the first step in a master plan an- 
nounced in the early days of October, 
1903, ‘‘to restore all things in Christ.” 
That the Motu Proprio was among the 
first of his many decrees and encyclicals 
emphasizes how highly important he 
considered it. Among other matters it 
stressed congregational singing, the 
singing of the family of Christ, par- 
ticipating in the liturgy and learning to 
know and love it better for the experi- 
ence. Congregational singing was a 
thought uppermost in his mind from 
the early years of his priesthood, a work 
which he personally did much to teach 
and encourage. 

1903 was a crucial year in the future 
course of Church music. It was the 
time for decision in a controversy which 
had been smoldering for some years. 
Would the then current and incorrect 
melodies of the chant be retained, or 
would the version founded on the re- 
searches of the Solesmes monks be made 
official? Fortunately Pius X, a practi- 
cal musician, in earlier years had looked 
into the claims of both sides. He de- 
cided in favor of the Solesmes re- 
searches, the basis of the later Vatican 
version of chant which was declared the 
official chant of the Church. 


THE EARLY YEARS OF “BEPPO” 


Giuseppe Sarto was born on June 2, 
1835, in Riese, one of those humble 
villages in northern Italy. The day of 
his birth was a happy one for Giovanni 
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and Margherita Sarto; scarcely more 
than a year before they had lost their 
first son some few days after birth. 
Like the families about them, the Sartos 
were poor and hard working, but rich 
in the spirit that elevates the humdrum 
chores to precious remembrances in the 
later years. Their modest home, one 
which the young Sarto always loved 
and to which he returned with joy in 
the years of his greatness, is most highly 
respected. In World War I, as an 
earlier instance, someone was thought- 
ful enough to mark the house as the 
home of Pope Pius X, and the soldiers 
who tramped through the town re- 
spected it and left that dwelling un- 
touched. 

The childhood of Giuseppe Sarto is 
buried in the fond memories of those 
who have since passed away. However, 
he was a lovable baby and soon his 
parents began calling him Beppo. His 
first schooling was from the parish 
priest who soon realized that further 
means must be taken to give Beppo a 
thorough education. Later he was sent 
to school in Castelfranco, a city of some 
size in comparison with Riese. Daily 
he traveled the two or more miles bare- 
footed, saving his precious shoes until 
he reached the outskirts of the town. 
The parish priest’s estimate of young 
Sarto was proved again and again, and 
graduation found him leading his class 
in Latin, Greek, religion, geography, 
history and mathematics. 


A BLACKSMITH, A CARDINAL 
AND THE MOTHER OF GOD 


The silent voice urging him to enter 
the priesthood had been heard from 
time to time, but the poverty of the 
family seemed to him to be a definite 
obstacle. The aid of Cardinal Monico, 
the Patriarch of Venice, was sought by 
the parish priest. Cardinal Monico was 
the designator of several scholarships 
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at the Seminary of Padua given through 
a charitable fund for students having 
great promise but insufficient money to 
pursue their studies. Cardinal Monico 
was a native of Riese, and his father 
had a blacksmith shop where young 
Beppo often stopped. Many a time he 
was impressed by letters bearing the 
imposing crest of the Cardinal which 
the old blacksmith loved to show during 
their talks. 

Beppo was not relying on these favor- 
able circumstances alone. Not many 
miles from Riese was the famed shrine 
of Our Lady of Cendrole to which the 
people of Riese made frequent pilgrim- 
ages. On such occasions Beppo’s 
thoughts were often, and especially at 
this time, on his future. He entrusted 
the whole matter to the Blessed Mother 
to whom he had been consecrated in his 
“arly years. 

Suspense for Beppo and the towns- 
people, for that matter, was at an end 
at the arrival of the news that he was 
eligible for a scholarship at the Semi- 
nary in Padua if he could pass the en- 
trance examinations. New anxious 
moments, however, were ahead as 
Beppo’s father at first hesitated to give 
his consent. He was growing old and 
there were five girls in the family; but 
Beppo’s mother, Margherita, was will- 
ing, and he was strongly influenced by 
her decision. From that moment on, 
Beppo’s thoughts were of the future and 
of the responsibilities before him. 


HELP FROM THE TOWNSPEOPLE 


His first vear at the seminary was 
remarkably successful, and he applied 
himself completely, both for the goal in 
sight and out of appreciation of the 
sacrifices at home which made all this 
possible. About to return for his second 
semester, he was unexpectedly honored 
by the townspeople. Proud of his fine 
record, they had secretly taken up a 
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collection to provide for his books and 
clothing, a practice which they promised 
to continue until he was ordained. 

All seemed bright for the future until, 
toward the end of his second term, he 
was called to the rector’s office to learn 
that his father was seriously ill. Under 
the circumstances young Sarto would 
have given up his seminary studies, but 
Margherita, like many other courageous 
mothers, would have none of it. In the 
days of her sorrow she had already 
formed a plan to provide for her family 
in order that Beppo might continue at 
the seminary. Fortunately, everything 
worked out successfully and the day 
soon arrived when he would complete 
his studies. Again the report recorded 
evidence of his scholarship. “Outstand- 
ing and exceptional” was the final esti- 
mate of his teachers. 


EARLY YEARS AS A PRIEST 


Since Beppo was only twenty-three 
at the time and too young, it was neces- 
sary to obtain permission from Rome 
for his ordination. This was granted, 
and on September 17, 1858, his family 
and many of the people of Riese 
gathered at the Cathedral in Castel- 
franco for the great ceremony. His 
mother’s joy was tinged with sorrow, 
for her husband had not been spared for 
this memorable day. Beppo said his 
first Mass in Riese the next day and, 
after receiving the congratulations of 
the people, he went home to share his 
joy with his family. As he entered the 
house he found them all on their knees 
awaiting his blessing. 

On the following day, Fr. Joseph 
Sarto was informed of his appointment 
as curate in Tombolo, the beginning of 
his priestly vears, the culmination of 
the sacrifices of many. 

Tombolo was an assignment to his 
liking, for the people there were like 
himself, poor peasants largely engaged 


in cattle raising. Without doubt, these 
years of service and comfort to the poor 
and his happy life among them as a 
curate induced him to decline at first 
the future great honors to which he was 
named. The years which followed at 
Tombolo were hard, for the pastor was 
ill and more than ordinary demands 
were made on Fr. Sarto’s time and 
strength. Yet, if one closely examines 
all the years which he spent at Tom- 
bolo, he would see a pattern that was 
repeated again as pastor, Bishop and, 
finally, Pope. He spent long hours in 
the confessional and made it a practice 
to visit the sick and the homes of his 
parishioners. His special delight was 
to teach the catechism to the children 
who were so attracted to him by his 
simple explanations and kindly ways. 
For the adults he founded a night 
school to teach them to read and write, 
as well as to instruct them in their re- 
ligion and train them in congregational 
singing. While in the seminary, young 
Sarto had been in charge of the choir 
so that he was well able to adapt him- 
self to the simpler chants which his 
Tombolo flock needed to learn. 


RENOWN FROM PREACHING 

TO THE POOR 

The hardy cattlemen under his care 
were notorious for their swearing, a 
habit their old pastor, for all his en- 
treaty, was unable to break. The ques- 
tion of payment for instruction at the 
night school caused some to hesitate, 
but they must have enjoyed a hearty, 
even if costly, laugh when they learned 
He struck a bar- 
gain with the students. For payment, 
they were to stop swearing. Evidently 
the bargain was conscientiously ob- 
served and in a short time the pastor 
himself became cognizant of the change 


what was demanded. 


in his people. 
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The poor of the parish were the object 
of his great concern. ‘They were no 
poorer than himself, for, as was the cus- 
tom of the time, he had to live apart, 
and, after some months in Tombolo, his 
sister Rosa came to be his housekeeper. 
A goodly part of his salary was received 
in grain and corn, the amount fluctuat- 
ing with limited or abundant harvest. 
Yet, slight as this often proved to be, 
he shared it with those in need. Prob- 
ably a good part of the small income 
that he spent on himself was for the 
many candles used during the long 
night hours given to prayer and study. 

In time there was another source of 
income that enabled him to aid the 
poor, the small honoraria which he re- 
ceived for preaching in nearby towns. 

In the course of time the young priest 
had won a following as a preacher and 
when his ability had at last been recog- 
nized by those in authority, Fr. Sarto 
was made pastor in Salzano and, later, 
rector of the Seminary in Treviso. From 
that point his rise was rapid, as further 
honors and responsibilities came with 
his appointment as Bishop of Mantua 
in 1884 and Cardinal Patriarch of 
Venice in 1892. In all these offices there 
still burned within his heart the same 
zeal for the spiritual needs of his grow- 
ing flock, the personal instruction of the 
young, generosity to the poor, and 
eagerness to improve sacred music. 
Venice in particular profited by his in- 
terest in sacred music, for Don Lorenzo 
Perosi, a budding genius whom he had 
encouraged and later ordained, became 
maestro at St. Mark’s Cathedral. Of 
great importance was a pastoral letter 
of 1895 on sacred music that paralleled 
in many paragraphs his later Motu 
Proprio of 1903. 

In July, 1903, the sorrowful news of 
the death of Pope Leo XIII was flashed 
around the world. Bv earlv August, 
much against his wishes, Cardinal Sarto 
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finally consented to the desire of his 
brother Cardinals and was elected to 
succeed Leo. Now, as Pope Pius X, he 
was in a strong position to make a 
reality oi the ideas and reforms which 
had long occupied his thoughts. Among 
the numerous papal documents which 
record the history of his reign are such 
outstanding ones as those relating to the 
teaching of the catechism, early recep- 
tion of Holy Communion, revision of 
Canon Law, the reform of the Breviary, 
and sacred music. 


POPE PIUS X AND 
AMERICAN CATHOLICS 


The first American to be present at a 
papal election was Cardinal Gibbons. 
In the trying moments of Pius X’s in- 
decision, Cardinal Gibbons assured him 
of the support of the Catholics of 
America, a Jand of the Pope’s special 
affection. It was a group of American 
pilgrims who were first received in au- 
dience by the newly elected Pontiff; 
the last to be received in the days before 
his death were the members of another 
pilgrimage from America. 

American Catholics have played a 
notable part in carrying out the decrees 
of the Holy Father. The Archconfra- 
ternity of Christian Doctrine has 
broadened its influence since the days 
of its foundation, and the Society of 
St. Gregory of America was established 
in 1914 to further the wishes of the 
Chureh for a proper type of sacred 
music. In 1915 the Society of St. Greg- 
ory began the publication of a peri- 
odical, The Catholic Choirmaster to 
assist its members in carrying out the 
reform and to keep them in touch with 
new developments and researches in 
sacred music. In the late 1920’s, “The 
White List of the Society was begun to 
aid the choirmaster in selecting proper 
church musie. Over the years this list 
has been enlarged to include worthy 
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new publications. “The White List’? 
is now the recommended or official list 
of many dioceses of the United States. 

Some few years ago Pius X was de- 
clared Blessed. The day is soon upon us 
—May 29, 1954—when he will be 
canonized. 


DISPELLING THE HARM 
OF JANSENISM 


“Giuseppe is eleven now and will 
make his First Communion shortly.” 
That statement would undoubtedly 
startle us today, but it is likely that 
Margherita Sarto joyfully repeated it 
many times to her neighbors, for such 
was the practice of the day. Due to the 
sinister seeds of Jansenism which pro- 
duced a false attitude toward man’s 
unworthiness, First Holy Communion 
was often delayed even longer. It was 
also customary to have the child wait 
a year before receiving the Holy Eu- 
charist again. To a pious and intelli- 
gent boy like Giuseppe Sarto, this could 
only mean a hardship. Later, as a 
zealous priest and Bishop, such prac- 
tices were seen as frustrating the spirit- 
ual training and progress of the young. 

In the mind of the newly elected Pope 
this was a problem which called for a 
prompt change. The trend of the day 
exposed the youth, as well as the grown- 
ups, to the growing secularism which 
had already gained a strong foothold. 
If all things were to be restored in 
Christ, Pope Pius X saw frequent Com- 
munion as a powerful means to accom- 
plish his objective. On December 2. 
1905, through a decree of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Council, Pius X 


*Very Rev. Edward S. Schwegler. in his 
most recent “Sacerdotal Squawks” (THE 
HomILetTic AND PastoraL Review. Feb., 1954), 
undertook to question both The Catholic 
Choirmaster and its “White List.” The author 
of this article. Managing Editor of The 
Catholic Choirmaster, has already submitted 
his reply to the criticism. It will appear in 
the very near future in this Review. 


expressed and recommended the prac- 
tice of frequent Communion. 

The proper dispositions, which to that 
time had been rather indefinitely stated, 
were simply reduced by the decree to 
the state of grace and a right intention 
and a devout disposition. Nor was 
what constituted a right intention left 
in vagueness. The right intention was 
not to be one of routine, vain glory, or 
human respect, but to please God and 
to aid spiritual progress. A direct refer- 
ence was made to religious Orders and 
Institutes whose rules specified certain 
fixed days for the reception of Holy 
Communion. Such days were now to 
be considered as “directive and not per- 
ceptive.” Furthermore, it ordered the 
reading of the decree in the vernacular 
during the octave of Corpus Christi, so 
that religious might be aware of its 
provisions. There was a final word to 
put an end to the controversy that had 
been heard in the past, for the decree 
directed writers to cease the controversy 
“eoncerning the dispositions requisite 
for frequent and daily Communion.” 
A few months later, Feb., 1916 an in- 
struction of the Sacred Congregation 
gave a commentary on the importance 
of frequent Communion for the young. 

The months and years that followed 
showed the wisdom of Pius X in the 
restoration of this earlier practice. 
Pius X had not yet, however, accom- 
plished all he had envisioned. His great 
love for the little children and his desire 
to bring them nearer to the ideals of the 
Christ Child was openly expressed in a 
decree of the Sacred Congregation of 
the Council, dated Aug. 8, 1910, which 
restored the practice of early First Com- 
munion to the very young. 

Then he had accomplished what was 
a fond hope of his younger years. Now 
he saw the family united, whether 
patrician or peasant, around the altar 
partaking of the Bread of Life. 
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“Infallible Fallacies” — 
A Reply 


I. By PAUL R. RUST, O.M.I.* 


, 


B Y A SINGULAR COINCIDENCE this 


reply to Infallible Fallacies! is being 
published during the quatercentennial 
year commemorating the healing of the 
English Schism by Queen Mary Tudor. 
An anniversary such as this should 
merit the attention of the anonymous 
authors of Infallible Fallacies, and we 
presume to express the hope that it will 
serve to correct the numerous fallible 
fallacies which demean its pages and 
which defeat the express purpose of its 
being published at all. As we shall 
have occasion to point out, this anni- 
versary accentuates not a few of the 


* Paul R. Rust, O.M.1., is author of The 
First of the Puritans and the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer (Bruce Publishing Co., Mil- 
waukee, 1949). Father Rust published this 
work in conjunction with the 400th anniver- 
sary of the Book of Common Prayer in order 
to demonstrate the thoroughly Protestant 
character of the Anglican liturgy. He has 
contributed occasional articles to THe Homi- 
LETIC AND PastoraL Review relating to Angli- 
canism. 

‘Published anonymously, Oct., 1953, by the 
Talbot Press, London, 32 pp. 

A letter published January 16 by The Tablet 
(London) headed “Anglicans Not So Anony- 
mous” suggests the Reverend Eric G. Jay, 
former Anglican Dean of Nassau, as principal 
author of /nfallible Fallacies inasmuch as this 
pamphlet, published by S.P.C.K. is identical 
in many respects with one published four 
vears ago by Dean Jav. However, the eminent 
Australian apologist, Dr. Rumble, is more 
temperate in his appraisal of /nfallible Falla- 
cies. He believes that, while the changes and 
additions introduced into the original pam- 
phlet are not so numerous as to characterize 
it a new publication, vet, it would have been 
more accurate to have entitled it: Jnfallible 
Fallacies: Dr. Eric G. Jay’s “Angelican Reply 
to Roman Arguments Adapted and Amplified 
by some Priests of the Anglican Communion.” 
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particulars given prominence by the 
Anglican “Reply.” 

This and the articles which will fol- 
low will treat consecutively the points 
elaborated upon by our Anglican critics. 
Our purpose is simply to restate the 
Catholic teaching covering certain as- 
pects of the Tudor Reformation of the 
Chureh in England. 

Due credit is given to Mr. Linden H. 
Morehouse who, as President of More- 
house-Gorham Company, New York, 
granted his generous permission to quote 
freely from the Anglican pamphlet. 
Without his consent we should have 
found our task much more laborious. 


CONTENTS OF 
INFALLIBLE FALLACIES 


The Anglican “reply to Roman Cath- 
olie Arguments” is divided into eight 
chapters, the headings of which we re- 
produce verbatim because they afford 
us a brief sketch of the points discussed: 


1. Roman Catholic 
among Anglicans 

2. Are’ Anglican 
Priests? 

3. Henry VIII Did Not Found the 
Anglican Chureh 
Whose Act of Schism? 

5. A Curious Date 

6. The Facts about 

Divorce 

The Chureh of England and the 

Royal Supremacy 

8. Why Become a Roman Catholie— 
or Why Not? 


Propaganda 


Priests Really 


Henry VIIL’s 


~I 
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PLAN OF THIS REPLY 


Our reply to Infallible Fallacies will 
follow the plan outlined below: 


1. a) Roman Catholic Propaganda 
among Anglicans 
b) Are Anglican Priests Really 
Priests? 
1. The Bull of Pope Leo XIII 
2. Ordinals of King Edward VI 


2. Are Anglican’ Priests Really 
Priests? 
1. Contents of the Ordinals_ of 
King Edward VI 
2. Defect of Form 
3. Defect of Intention 
4. Preface of the Ordanal of 1550 
3. Are Anglican Priests Really 


Priests? 
1. “Curious Behaviour of Cardinal 
Pole” 
2. “The Nag’s Head Fable” 
4. The Chureh of England and the 
Royal Supremacy 
1. “Henry VIII Did Not Found 
the Anglican Church” 
2. “Whose Act of Schism?” 
3. The Royal Supremacy (1534— 
1954) 


ROMAN CATHOLIC PROPAGANDA 
AMONG ANGLICANS 


Infallible Fallacies: The Anglican 
Chureh has insisted upon its right to 
be called Catholic (page 4). 

Reply: 1) We appeal to the judg- 
ment of the man-on-the-street. “Is the 
stablished Church Catholic or Protes- 
tant?” Will he not “It’s 
Protestant.” To Anglicans who are 
sensitive about Roman Catholic “ex- 
clusiveness,” one might apply the re- 
buke recently reported by Time (Nov. 
30, 1953) as being administered to the 
Rev. Paul Wolfe (Presbyterian) : 


answer, 


“Tt is false to contend that there has 
been persistent propaganda to apply 
the word Catholic to the Roman 
Church alone. It has never been 
necessary. The Western world has 
always called the Church of Rome 
‘Catholic’ and will undoubtedly con- 


tinue to do so despite the occasional 
agitation the usage provokes.” 


2) Ecclesia Anglicana in Magna 
Charta. Read Professor Faith Thomp- 
son’s interpretation of the term ‘“Eng- 
lish Church” mentioned in Article Two 
of the Magna Charta: 


“The ‘English Church’ of that day, 

of course, was not the Anglican 

Church of post-Reformation days, 

but a part of the Roman Catholic 

Chureh universal throughout western 

Europe.’ 

3) What is the legal title of the 
American branch of the Anglican Com- 
munion? Is it not “The Protestant 
Episcopal Church”? 

4) “The Chureh in Danger.” This 
became the battle-cry of thousands of 
Anglicans in 1850, roused by their spiri- 
tual and political chieftains to contest 
the restoration of the Catholic hierarchy 
by Pope Pius IX. And what church 
was in danger? Was it the Catholic 
Church? Of course it wasn’t. It was 
the Anglican Church, and every voice 
which was raised was raised in “de- 
fence” of a church fundamentally 
Protestant—Protestant in dogma, in 
liturgy, in its native detestation of 
Catholicism. Even Victoria Regina did 
not hesitate to acknowledge the thor- 
oughly Protestant character of the 
chureh over which she presided as Su- 
preme Head when, in reply to the ‘“ad- 
dresses” to her Throne, she said, “I 
heartily concur with you in your at- 
tachment to the Protestant faith.” 

5) Does not the English Coronation 
Oath testify to the Protestant nature 
of the Established Church? To the 
question put by the Archbishop: “Will 
you to the utmost of your power main- 
tain the Protestant Reformed Religion 
established by law?” the monarch 


2U. S. Senate Document, No. 180. 
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makes answer: “All this I promise to 
do.” 

6) Perhaps the most damaging evi- 
dence against the Catholic character 
of the Church of England was drawn 
up only four years ago by 17 Anglican 
theologians and presented by them to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. En- 
titled The Fulness of Christ, it was pub- 
lished by the 8.P.C.K.* On page 51 we 
read this description of the native char- 
acter of Anglicanism (as quoted by Dr. 
Rumble, M.S.C., in Reply to Anglican- 
Episcopalian Claims) : 


“The Church of England as _ it 
emerged from the Reformation found 
itself in all fundamentals on the 
‘protestant’ side of the ‘catholic- 
protestant’ chasm. It asserted the 
doctrine of justification by faith only. 
It appealed to Scripture as its su- 
preme doctrinal standard. It defined 
the visible Church in terms of the 
means of grace, the preaching of the 
word, and the administration of the 
sacraments. Its Ordinal gave central 
place to the ministry of the word, 
replacing the paten and chalice by a 
Bible in the ‘porrectio instrumen- 
torum.’ It adopted a Communion 
Office which was certainly designed 
to convey a ‘Protestant’ doctrine of 
the Eucharist. Further, the Church 
of England after the Reformation 
maintained intimate relationships, in- 
cluding a large degree of intercom- 
munion, with the ‘Protestant’ 
Churches of Scotland and the conti- 
nent, and it never tired of denouncing 
the iniquities of Rome.” 


Can it be possible that within the short 
space of three years or so Infallible 
Fallacies has forgotten all about this 
official report? 


CONDITIONAL BAPTISM 
OF CONVERTS 


Infallible Fallacies: Although the re- 


‘Society for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge (Angelican). 
4Radio Replies Press, St. Paul, Minn, 1953. 
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baptism of those already baptized in 
the Chureh of England is said to be 
conditional (the fact that Catholic 
priests make no enquiry into the valid- 
ity of the Anglican baptism) such is eal- 
culated to cast doubt upon the validity 
of any but Roman baptism, and to pro- 
mote the impression that the Roman 
Catholic Church alone is the sphere of 
habitual grace (page 4). 

Reply: If it is true that Catholic 
priests in England do not enquire into 
the Anglican baptism, it is quite rea- 
sonable to attribute this to the suspicion 
they entertain relative to the defect of 
a proper intention in the minister ad- 
ministering Anglican baptism. Such a 
suspicion is based upon knowledge of 
the peculiar opinions fostered by the 
several schools of thought within the 
Anglican Communion. It is common 
knowledge that Anglican Liberals dis- 
believe entirely the doctrine of bap- 
tismal regeneration. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND MARRIAGES 


Infallible Fallacies: Marriages per- 
formed by priests of the Church of 
England are regarded (by Rome) as 
being very little more than civil mar- 
riages and in no sense sacramental 
(page 4). 

Reply: To substantiate this charge 
the authors cite Father Davis, S.J. An 
inspection of the reference (Moral and 
Pastoral Theology, Vol. IV, p. 106) 
fails to verify the citation. However, 
page 110 states that Anglican clergy- 
men must not be regarded as mere civil 
servants. They must be recognized as 
ecclesiastics, official servants of the Es- 
tablished Church. If Anglican clergy- 


men assist at marriages of validly 
baptized Anglicans, these marriages are 
most certainly sacramental contracts. 
No moral theologian of the Catholic 


Church could teach otherwise. 
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NON-CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS 


Infallible Fallacies: It is far better 
to be able to believe that Christians, 
although separated from us, are yet 
within the Church, than it is to have to 
believe that those from whom we are 
separated are not within the Church 
at all (page 5). 


Reply: The Catholic Church believes 
that men in good faith belong to the 
Chureh by desire (ef. Eneyelical Mystic 
Corporis). Catholies are taught this 
truth from the earliest days of their 
religious education. 


ARE ANGLICAN PRIESTS 

REALLY PRIESTS? 

Infallible Fallacies: The issue is this: 
priests of the Church of England claim 
to be priests of the Catholie Church of 
Christ. But the official voice of the 
Roman Church says that they are im- 
posters (page 7). 


Reply: While it is true that the “of- 
ficial voice of the Roman Church” (Leo 
XIII) did declare against the validity 
of Anglican ordinations, he did not label 
clergymen “ordered” by the Ordinal 
“imposters.” This libelous charge in- 
vites an open and impartial examina- 
tion of the facts so carefully studied in 
1896 when Pope Leo condemned Angli- 
can Orders. The case against the valid- 
ity of these Orders must be judged on 
its own merits. Just what are the 
merits of the case? 


We re-open the discussion by recall- 
ing a fact not generally known and 
passed over in silence by Infallible Fal- 
lacies. Anglican as well as Catholic 
scholars petitioned the Pope to re-ex- 
amine the whole question of Anglican 
Orders. This fact may be verified by 


consulting the Bull which condemned 


Anglican ordinations. The 


passage 
reads as follows: 
“Both (Catholic and Anglican 


writers) thought that in view of stud- 
ies brought up to the level of receni 
research, and of new documents res- 
cued from oblivion, it was not inop- 
portune to re-examine the question 
by Our authority. And we have con- 
sidered that nothing should be leit 
untried that might in any way tend 
to preserve souls from injury or pro- 
cure their advantage. To this end 
we commissioned a certain number of 
men noted for their learning and 
ability, whose opinions in this matter 
were known to be divergent, to state 
the grounds of their judgments in 
writing. We were careful that they 
should be able to re-examine all docu- 
ments bearing on this question which 
were known to exist in the Vatican 
archives, to search for new ones, and 
to have at their disposal all acts re- 
lating to this subject which are pre- 
served by the Holy Office, and to con- 
sider whatever had up to this time 
been adduced by learned men on both 
sides.” 


In accordance with this procedure 
the case of the Catholic Church versus 
Angelican Orders was tried by the Pope, 
and irrevocable judgment rendered on 
Sept. 13, 1896 in these words: 


“Wherefore, strictly adhering in this 
matter to the decrees of the Pontiffs, 
Our predecessors, and confirming 
them most fully, and, as it were, re- 
newing them by Our authority, of 
Our own motion and certain knowl- 
edge we pronounce and declare that 
ordinations carried out according to 
the Anglican rite have been and are 
absolutely null and utterly void.” 


The reason given by Pope Leo for con- 
firming the decrees of his predecessors 
(Julius III, Paul 1V, Clement XI) was 
that Anglican Orders are and have been 
invalid because of defect of form and 
intention. 
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CATHOLIC OPINION 
BEFORE THE BULL 


It is of no small interest to recall here 
the official attitude adopted by the 
Catholic hierarchy in Great Britain at 
the very time the Papal Commission 
Was examining the case in Rome. Its 
formal opinion, expressed in a Jjoint- 
letter, was forwarded to the Vatican in 
May, 1896. Subscribed to by prelates 
who so well understood the temper of 
their flock, it must have borne great 
weight. We reproduce from the origi- 
nal draft preserved at Westminster its 
cogent arguments against the validity 
of Anglican Orders: 


“The Bishops feel that any departure 
from the tradition of three hundred 
years, during which time the people 
have been taught by the Church that 
Anglican Orders are invalid, would 
be-a great shock and scandal to the 
faithful Catholie people in this coun- 
try. 

“Tt seems to us important that the 
Holy See should pronounce a judg- 
ment against the validity of Anglican 
ordinations for the following reasons: 
“Firstly, men are presuming to con- 
secrate and to represent themselves as 
sacrificing priests without due ordi- 
nation. 

“Secondly, men without power and 
jurisdiction are usurping the power 
of the keys, and people are being 
taught that they possess the power 
to forgive sin. 

“For these reasons, to prevent secan- 
dal, to hinder the spread of heresy 
and schism, to open the eyes of those 
who are in good faith, and to bring 
about conversion, the bishops unani- 
mously petition Your Holiness to 
pronounce a definite and final deei- 
sion upon the question of Anglican 
Orders.” 


Glasgow's Catholie Archbishop, Dr. 
IXyre, forwarded to the Pope a similar 
viewpoint: 


“T quite agree that any departure 
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from the tradition of three hundred 
years, during which the Church has 
treated Anglican Orders as invalid, 
would be a scandal to the Catholic 
public. We have always felt that 
Anglican Orders are not valid, and we 
hope that the Holy See will declare 
them invalid, if such be its judgment.” 


PROTESTANT OPINION 
AFTER THE BULL 


Anglican reaction to the Papal con- 
demnation was generally colored by the 
opinions of the particular school of 
Anglican churehmanship which one 
embraced. Both Anglo-Catholicism 
and Anglo-Protestantism had much to 
report by way of criticism of the Apos- 
tolicae Curae. Although the Anglo- 
Catholic Party had been most hopeful 
for a favorable declaration and had 
expressed itself well satisfied with the 
equity of the Pope’s procedure, its dis- 
appointment converged almost on de- 
spair after the adverse decision had 
been given. To this day Anglo-Catho- 
lies have continued to bewail their loss 
of face, especially bewailing such in 
publications so frantic and so fanciful 
as Infallible Fallacies. 

The Evangelical Party, representing 
the view of the greater mass of Angli- 
‘ans, was jubilant. There is a certain 
humor in this because the Low Chureh- 
men had feigned a sturdy indifference 
to the whole affair. But once the Pope 
had declared against their Orders, they 
heralded far and wide their satisfaction 
of the defeat of the High Churechmen in 
paragraphs such as these: 


“The Pope has spoken on the ques- 
tion of the Anglican Ordinations with 
a promptness and determination 
which many did not expect. We are 
fully in accord with the Pope. It is 
precisely what we have always held, 
namely, that by the Reformation the 
heads of the Church of England delib- 
erately and_ effectively separated 
from the Church of Rome, repudiated 
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her teaching on the Priesthood and on 
the Episcopacy, and therefore in the 
ordination they never had the inten- 
tion of conferring the priesthood since 
they considered Sacerdotalism an in- 
jury to the Priesthood of Christ, with- 
out foundation in the Scriptures, and 
repugnant to all the cardinal doc- 
trines of the Gospel.’ 


“They (the Anglo-Catholiecs) have 
been referring to every possible au- 
thority in the hope of obtaining some- 
where an opinion favorable to their 
cause. They have appealed to the 
Greek Church, but the Greek Church 
will have nothing to say to them. 
They have tried the Jansenist au- 
thorities in Holland, but the Jansen- 
ists, after a long and careful inquiry, 
found that they could give them no 
comfort. As a last hope they turned 
to the Holy See, and they have now 
got their answer from it.’ 


In reply to the Apostolicae Curae, 
the Anglican Archbishops dispatched a 
very lengthy “Encyclical” to their 
“Brother” Pope Leo, phrased in opin- 
ions and argumentation so vague and 
unsatisfactory that it drew this sharp 
rebuke from Anglican Archdeacon Tay- 
lor of Liverpool: 


“With all due respect for the eminent 
prelates who have sent it forth, I 
cannot but regard it as altogether un- 
satisfactory and unworthy of the oc- 
vasion. Far better to have left the 
Bull unanswered altogether. The 
lengthy document contains a great 
amount of theological and liturgical 
research, but simply omits altogether 
the real point at issue. That question 
is plainly stated in the words of the 
Papal Bull (7.e., defect of form and 
intention), but it is passed over by 
proving what no one denies, that the 
reformers intended to continue the 
three orders of bishops, priests, and 
deacons in the Chureh. That is not 
the question; but whether they in- 
tended that the priest should dis- 


* The Rock, Sept. 25, 1896. 
°The Times. 


charge precisely the same functions 
as before.’’? 


Some time later, Archdeacon Taylor 
supplemented his original criticism of 
the Anglican Reply with these conclu- 
sions: 


“The argument of the Bull is simple, 
intelligible, and, on the premises laid 
down, conclusive, and we owe the 
Pope a debt of gratitude for so clearly 
proving the thoroughly Protestant 
character of our Church. These are 
his premises: 


“First, that the Christian ministry is 
a sacrificing priesthood. 


“Second, that the Reformers did de- 
liberately strike out of the Ordinal 
not only the exact formula of ordina- 
tion, but also every trace they could 
find of the sacrificial idea and put 
forth a new Ordinal, absolutely 
stripped of every shred of Roman 
doctrine, retaining only the ambigu- 
ous words ‘priest’ and ‘priesthood.’ 
This is the simple fact. 


“Third, that therefore the Chureh of 
England has no valid Christian Or- 
ders. The argument is conclusive on 
the Pope’s principles. How should 
his argument be met? By denying 
the Roman doctrine of the Mass, and 
by frankly admitting the charges 
made by the Reformers.’’® 


Before we conclude this brief re- 
examination of the Apostolicae Curae, 
it might be opportune to dispose of an 
objection which appears from time to 
time to discredit the decision of Pope 
Leo. Most recently it was repeated by 
Gregory Dix.’ In effect it charges that 
the Pope was restricted by a pontifical 
tradition not to over-rule decisions of 
former Pontiffs or earlier decrees of 
the Holy Office. 

One scholar who sat with the Papal 

*The English Churchman. 

* Quoted by The Tablet, March 27, 1897. 

® Question of Angelican Orders, Dacre Press, 
Westminster, 1944. 
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Commission in 1896 foresaw this very 
objection. That scholar was Canon 
Moyes, and he met it with the follow- 
ing rebuttal: 
“The work of the Commission was 
not only to ascertain what the past 
decisions were, but whether the rea- 
sons on which they bad been grounded 


were still valid in view of actual 
theological and historical evidence.”?° 


ORDINALS OF KING EDWARD VI 


The Ordinals of the reign of Edward 
VI must be viewed against the back- 
ground of the English Reformation it- 
self because of the definite part they 
played in the shape which that Refor- 
mation assumed after the death of 
Henry VIII. A word must be said in 
explanation of the progress of the Re- 
form Movement prior to the establish- 
ment of Protestantism by the govern- 
ment of Edward VI, if we are to under- 
stand the prominent role which the 
original Ordinals took in the formation 
of the Protestant State in England. 

England’s Protestant Reformation 
can be traced to the erastian Statute of 
1534 which constituted Henry VIII Su- 
preme Head of the Church of England 
and which deprived the Holy See of its 
jurisdiction over the English Church. 
Henry died Jan. 28, 1547 and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Edward. The acces- 
sion of the boy king marked the acceler- 
ating of the Reform Movement, an ac- 
celeration so very rapid that within the 
space of six years the English Church 
graduated from schism into heresy and 
became notorious for the violence of its 
Protestantism. During this brief span 
the success of establishing the Protes- 
tant religion depended greatly upon the 
influence wielded by the two chiefs of 
state, Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and Edward Seymour, 
Lord Protector. 


The Tablet, Feb. 20, 1897. 
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Prior to the death of Henry, reform 
of dogma and liturgy was kept at the 
bare minimum of rejecting papal juris- 
diction and of omitting in the services 
the suffrages for the Pope and the com- 
memoration of Saint Thomas Becket. 
Cranmer, however, was a man of little 
patience. Not more than a year had 
passed since Edward’s rule began when 
that apostate prelate began to tamper 
with the sacred ritual of the Mass by 
inserting into it an English Order of 
Communion which the priest was 
obliged to use in administering Holy 
Communion. 

Pentecost Sunday, 1549, terminated 
the Mass with the substitution of a 
Communion Service, and the abolition 
of the Eucharistic Sacrifice necessitated 
the abolition of the priesthood, in the 
sense in which that office has been un- 
derstood from the beginning of the 
Church’s history. This brings us to 
the history of the English Ordinals 
which were compiled to supersede the 
Catholic Pontifical. The English Or- 
dinal originated in an Act of Parlia- 
ment which, on Jan. 31, 1550, author- 
ized a Royal Commission to convene 
“to devise orders for the creation of 
bishops and priests.”’!! 

We invite our readers to pursue the 
course adopted by the Reformers in 
compiling their rite for the “ordering” 
of ministers of the Anglican Church, 
pausing to mark the rapidity which ac- 
companied this revolutionary act. The 
Bill, empowering the Commission to 
provide the Ordinal, was enacted, as 
we have noted, Jan. 31. The Ordinal 
was ready for the printer just one week 
later, and on Mar. 3 it actually was in 
print and under order of a Royal Man- 
date to be used. 


“ Vide, THE HomiLetic AND PastTorAL ReE- 
VIEW, January, 1950, swb “Quatercentenary of 
the Anglican Ordinal.” 
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No sooner had it been published than 
we learn that it was received with grave 
suspicion by the Catholic body. Nich- 
olas Heath, bishop of Worcester, was 
first to refuse it, and for his pains he 
was “committed to the Fleet (prison), 
for that he obstinately denied to sub- 
scribe to the book devised for the con- 
secration of bishops and priests.”!* It 
is not possible to state opinions of 
bishops other than he, for at this time 
the greater part of the hierarchy had 
been deprived of their Sees and were in 
custody of the government. But it is 
safe to conjecture that they were of like 
opinion. 

Theologically speaking, the Ordinal 
was a very important document because 
it provided a most satisfactory vehicle 
for Cranmer and the Reform Party to 
express a thoroughly Protestant opin- 
ion on the nature of Holy Orders. “The 
law of praying is the law of believing.” 
In fact, the Synod of London in 1553 
was to reduce the sacramental system 
to two Sacraments, Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, rejecting the other five 
as resulting from a corruption of primi- 
tive belief. To Cranmer and his col- 
leagues the Mass and the sacrificing 
priest were abominations to be shunned 
as one would shun the Devil. The very 
low opinion he held of the priesthood 
may be conjectured from his own decla- 
ration of the priestly function: 


“The sole difference between the 
priest and the layman in the conse- 


2 Council Book, March 4, 1550. 


cration of the bread and wine is only 

in the ministration: that the priest as 

a common minister of the Church 

doth minister and distribute the 

Lord’s Supper unto the other, and 

the other receive it at his hands.” 

It would have been wiser had Infallible 
Fallacies reflected upon this quotation 
when it was discussing the intention of 
the Anglican Church in maintaining its 
priesthood “in the sense that that title 
has borne since the Apostles’ time.” 

The Ordinal of 1550 was revised with 
the Book of Common Prayer in 1552, 
and its revision, considered in collation 
with the revision of the Prayer Book, 
proclaimed the complete Protestantiz- 
ing of the English Church. Vestments 
tolerated by the first Ordinal were 
abolished. Tradition of the chalice and 
paten was dropped. Tables were sub- 
stituted for altars. The title “priest” 
was altered to “minister.” The last 
“dregs of Popery” disappeared and the 
“purified” Prayer Book and Ordinal 
left little to be desired by the Reformers 
for the total abolition of Catholicism in 
England. 

It is of singular interest to point out 
here that from 1552 to the present day 
(with the exception of the Marian inter- 
lude) the Anglican Church has been 
compelled by Parliament to use these 
two manuals of worship “and none 
other” in the pursuit of her devotional 
practices. 


_ N.B. Part II will analyze the Ordinal to 
interpret. its bearing on our reply to the ques- 
tion, “Are Anglican Priests Really Priests?” 
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The Basilica of St. Mary 
Mayor in Rome 


By VINCENT C. DORE, O.P. 


QO... OF THE GREATEST and oldest 
Marian shrines is the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major in Rome. Santa Maria 
Maggiore, as it is known to the people 
of Rome, is one of the four great basili- 
‘as visited by pilgrims to Rome. The 
other three are St. Peter’s, St. Paul’s 
Outside the Walls and St. John Lateran. 
It was in St. Mary Major, on the altar 
before an ancient painting known as 
“St. Luke’s Madonna,” that Pope Pius 
XII, Eugenio Pacelli, then a newly or- 
dained priest, said his First Mass on 
Apr. 3, 1899. He was then twenty- 
three years old and the Vatican news- 
paper, L’Osservatore Romano, report- 
ing the event, forecast a great future for 
the young priest. 

On Dec. 8, 1953, after joining thou- 
sands of children in placing flowers at 
the foot of a high-columned public 
statue of the Virgin Mary in Rome’s 
Spanish Square, Pope Pius XII imme- 
diately went to the Basilica of St. Mary 
Major. There, again surrounded by 
thousands of children and_ giving 
thought to his own youthful years, the 
seventy-seven year old Pontiff recited 
for the first time the prayer he com- 
posed for the Marian Year. With pro- 
found devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Immaculate Mother of God, 
he prayed for an end of hatred, an end 
of persecution of the Church in Com- 
munist-dominated countries, an end of 
social and class strife and for the be- 
ginning of an era of universal and sin- 
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cere peace. He concluded this beautiful 
Marian prayer with the words: 


“Receive, O Most Sweet Mother, our 
humble supplications, and above all 
obtain for us that, one day, happy 
with you, we may repeat before your 
throne in heaven that hymn which 
today is sung on earth around your 
altars: You are all beautiful, OO Mary! 
You are the glory, you are the joy, 
you are the honor of our people! 
Amen.” 


PROCLAMATION OF THE 
MARIAN YEAR 


Pope Pius XII has always been de- 
voted to the Immaculate Mother of 
God. It is said in Rome that he will be 
known as ‘“‘the Pope of the Assumption,” 
just as Pope Pius IX is known as “the 
Pope of the Immaculate Conception.” 
During the 1950 Holy Year, Pope Pius 
XII proclaimed the dogma of the As- 
sumption, making it a dogma of Cath- 
olic Faith that the Blessed Virgin Mary 
was taken into heaven, body and soul, 
at the end of her life on earth. On 
Sept. 8, 1953, the Feast of the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, he pro- 
claimed a Marian Year starting on Dee. 
8, 1953, to be celebrated throughout the 
world on the occasion of the first cen- 
tenary of the definition of the dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception. By 
going to St. Mary Major for his first 
public prayer of the Marian Year, Pope 
Pius XII further evidenced his life-long 
love of the Mother of God and paid 











THE BASILICA OF ST. MARY MAJOR IN ROME 





tribute to this venerable basilica, so 
highly esteemed among the eighty 
churches dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in Rome. 

In his Marian Year Encyclical, 
Fulgens Corona Gloriae, Pope Pius XII 
requests pilgrimages to shrines in honor 
of the Virgin Mother of God throughout 
the world and especially to Lourdes 
where the Blessed Mother appeared to 
Bernadette a few years after the proc- 
lamation of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion and verified this dogma and title. 
In this same encyclical for the current 
Marian Year, the Holy Father pays 
special tribute to the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major. He writes: 


“But let this holy city of Rome be 

the first to give the example, this city 

which from the earliest Christian era 
worshipped the heavenly Mother, its 
patroness, with a special devotion. 

As all know, there are many sacred 

edifices here, in which she is proposed 

for the devotion of the Roman people; 
but the greatest, without doubt, is the 

Liberian Basilica, in which the 

mosaics of Our predecessor of pious 

memory, Sixtus III, still glisten, an 
outstanding monument to the divine 
maternity of the Virgin Mary, and 
in which the ‘salvation of the Roman 
people’ benignly smiles. Thither 
especially let the suppliant citizens 
flock, and before that most sacred 
image, let all pour forth pious 
prayers, imploring especially that 

Rome, which is the principal city of 

the Catholie world, may also give the 

lead in Faith, in piety and in sanc- 
tity.” 

The reference to St. Mary Major as 
“the Liberian Basilica” is traced to 
Pope Liberius. An ancient and pious 
tradition relates that on the night of 
Aug. 5, 352, the Virgin Mary appeared 
in a dream to Pope Liberius and to the 
patrician John. She bade them build 
her a church on a spot which they would 
find covered with snow on the following 


day. Thus the Basilica became known 
as the Liberian Basilica and the Church 
of Our Lady of the Snows. It received 
the body of the Apostle St. Matthew 
and the Manger of the Christ Child as 
its most precious relics. As the eldest 
and most important of the many 
churches in Rome dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Italian people, 
in accents soft and musical, affection- 
ately refer to it as Santa Maria Mag- 
giore. 


WITHIN THE BASILICA 


The Marian Year Encyclical also re- 
fers to the mosaics of Pope Sixtus III 
in the Basilica of St. Mary Major. 
These mosaics are among the most im- 
portant and best preserved of the ar- 
tistic masterpieces of the late Roman 
period. They date back to the pontifi- 
cate of Pope Sixtus III which extended 
from 432 to 440. The mosaics on the 
triumphant arch of the nave of St. Mary 
Major portray, around the central 
theme of the Apocalyptic throne, the 
figures of the first Vicar of Christ and 
Bishop of Rome, St. Peter, and the great 
Apostle to the Gentiles, St. Paul. The 
scenes of the Annunciation, the Adora- 
tion of the Magi and the Slaughter of 
the Innocents are below on the left. To 
the right, the Presentation in the 
Temple, the Flight into Egypt, The 
Holy Family in Egypt and the Magi 
before Herod are depicted. At the bot- 
tom of this mosaic are panoramic views 
of Jerusalem and Nazareth. In the 
friezes, along the side of the basilica, 
are pictured events from the lives of 
Moses, Joshua, Abraham, Isaae and 
Jacob. In the loggia, a mosaic from 
an earlier thirteenth century facade de- 
picts Christ enthroned. On the lower 
left and right are shown two scenes of 
the Liberian tradition: the dream of 
Pope Liberius and the patriarch John, 
and both of them on the spot designated 
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by the Virgin Mary as they sketch the 
plan of the basilica in the snow. 

Other mosaics that still glisten and 
make St. Mary Major an outstanding 
monument to the divine maternity of 
the Virgin Mary are the mosaics of 
1295. These are in the apse and illus- 
trate the Coronation of Mary being wit- 
nessed by Sts. Petef and Paul and other 
saints, together with nine choirs of 
angels. The small kneeling figure is 
identified as Pope Nicholas IV. 

In the right transept is found the 
Chapel of Pope Sixtus V whose tomb 
is embellished with scenes from his 
pontificate. The tomb of the Domini- 
can Pope St. Pius V is also in this 
chapel. Opposite this chapel, in the left 
transept, is found the Borghese Chapel 
erected in 1611 and named after the 
Borghese family. The Borghese Pope 
Paul V is entombed on the left and Pope 
Clement VIII’s tomb is on the right. 
Over the altar in this chapel is seen the 
ancient and venerable picture of the 
Madonna traditionally ascribed to the 
Apostle St. Luke. It is to this most 
sacred image of the Mother of God who 
“benignly smiles” that Pope Pius XII 
so devotedly refers as “the salvation of 
the Roman people.” 

Throughout his life, Pope Pius XII 
has had a deep affection for the Basilica 
of St. Mary Major. Here he said his 
first Mass and here he returned to 
publicly open the Marian Year. Kneel- 
ing at the same altar, before the beauti- 
ful St. Luke’s Madonna, he reiterated 
his life-long expression of fervent love 
and intense devotion to the Immaculate 
Mother of God. Incidentally, it is nar- 
rated that among all the pictures and 
statues of the Blessed Mother shown to 
little Bernadette of Lourdes, the only 
one in which she saw a resemblence of 
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the All-Beautiful Lady of the Rosary 
was that of St. Luke’s Madonna. 


ITS LOCATION 


St. Mary Major is centrally located 
not far from the new railroad station, 
one of the most functionally modern 
terminals in the world. Coming out the 
front entrance of the station, we turn 
left and walk along Via Cavour for 
about ten minutes. On our left at Via 
S. Prassede, facing on a large square, 
we will see St. Mary Major. Before the 
Basilica there stands a Corinthian Col- 
umn from the Basilica of Constantine— 
bearing a statue of the Virgin. To the 
rear of the church there rises an obelisk 
from the Mausoleum of Augustus. 
There are two domes and a tower with 
a clock, also to the rear. The facade 
dating from the 18th century has three 
arched entrances with several tall col- 
umns. There are several large steps 
leading from the square into the church. 

The American Paulist Fathers are of 
invaluable assistance to persons visiting 
Rome for the first time. They are in 
charge of the Church of Santa Susanna 
at the corner of Via delle Terme and 
Via Venti Settembre. They are also 
near the railroad station, about twelve 
minutes walk along Via delle Terme 
which runs directly ahead from the left 
side of the square in front of the station. 
Santa Susanna’s is the place of worship 
and focal point of gathering for many 
American tourists and residents of 
Rome. Under the direction of Father 
Cunningham, of Waterbury, Connecti- 
cut, and his able assistants, they con- 
duct an Information Bureau and are 
glad to weleome Americans to Rome. 
They will do all they can to make one’s 
stay pleasant and will direct you, if you 
need assistance, to St. Mary Major. 








Legitimation Prevented by 
a Convert’s Baptism 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 


Mas: MAY FIND surprising some 
features of the law of the Church in its 
provisions for legitimation of offspring. 
The prescriptions of the Code of Canon 
Law are such that it is possible not only 
for children to remain illegitimate after 
the marriage of their parents, who need 
no dispensation, but also for children 
to be legitimated, without special inter- 
vention of the Holy See, although the 
parents never marry. The second of 
these two possibilities would occur 
rarely and by way of exception. Never- 
theless, in certain circumstances, it can 
take place. 

The chief object of the present arti- 
cle is not to dwell upon such unusual 
cases. It is proposed, rather, to point 
out how oversight on the part of a 
priest, and not adverting to the require- 
ments of the law of the Church, can 
easily leave children canonically ille- 
gitimate after their parents have se- 
cured a validation of their marriage be- 
fore the Church. To clarify the reasons 
for this, it will be helpful to offer a few 
remarks about the meaning of legiti- 
macy and legitimation of children. 


MEANING OF LEGITIMACY 


There have been various opinions ad- 


vanced as to the meaning and the source 


of legitimacy. When considering these 
opinions, it is necessary to keep in mind 
the distinction between natural law and 
positive law, whether the latter be civil 
or ecclesiastical. For example, civil law 


may recognize as legitimate those chil- 
dren who are illegitimate according to 
the natural law. Moreover, offspring 
regarded as legitimate by civil law may 
be canonically illegitimate, and vice 
versa. This does not necessarily in- 
volve a conflict. Civil law is concerned 
with legitimacy as far as temporalities 
are concerned, whereas ecclesiastical 
law is more concerned with things spirit- 
ual. 

Not all canonists have made this dis- 
tinction between natural law and posi- 
tive law, as determining legitimacy. 
For example, the noted author Schmal- 
grueber is quoted as holding that chil- 
dren conceived out of wedlock, but born 
after the marriage of their parents, can 
be considered legitimate because posi- 
tive law makes them such. According 
to this view, there would be no distinc- 
tion in natural law between children 
conceived in a valid marriage and those 
conceived outside of such a marriage.’ 
Others advance the opinion that the 
natural law has no requirements in this 
matter apart from positive legislation; 
they restrict the question of legitimacy 
to the civil law. The whole matter is 
regarded as pertaining strictly to the 
civil effects of marriage, such as inheri- 
tance. Against this view it is objected 
that ecclesiastical law for centuries has 
embodied legislation upon legitimacy. 


* Legitimacy and Legimentation. By Gil- 
bert J. McDevitt (Catholic University Press, 
Washington, 1941), p. 12. 
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“Further, it seems reasonable to 
insist that, even according to the 
natural law, there must be some dis- 
tinction between children conceived in 
a valid marriage and children con- 
ceived outside of such a marriage.’ 


MEANING OF LEGITIMATION 


Recognition of the fact of illegitimacy 
according to natural law does not mean 
that the process known as legitimation 
is prohibited. This procedure amounts 
to a fiction of law, whereby a child is 
regarded as having been conceived or 
born of a valid marriage, although such 
was not actually the case. This legal 
action, by competent authority, gives to 
the illegitimate offspring certain rights 
of which it was previously deprived. 
Worthy of note here is the fact that the 
restrictions placed upon illegitimate 
children in canon law are not a punish- 
ment of the child, who is in no way 
responsible for his plight. They are 
rather a denial of the rights that belong 
properly to children who are born of 
valid and lawful wedlock.* 

Legitimation, then, regards the fact 
of illegitimacy as non-existent, and re- 
moves various legal disabilities. Canon 
law provides several different methods 
to bring this about. Most familiar of 
these is the subsequent marriage of the 
parents of the child. Radical sanation 
of a marriage produces this effect, some- 
times to an even greater extent than the 
first method.* 
secured by papal rescript or through the 
action of some lesser Superior in the 
Church, acting in accord with the pro- 
visions of the common law. Finally, 
although they do not constitute legiti- 
mation in the strict sense, solemn re- 


Legitimation can also be 


ligious profession or an apostolic dis- 


* Op. cit., p. 18. 

"Op. ct. 9. %. 

‘THe HoMILeTic AND PASTORAL 
September, 1953, p. 1082. 
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pensation will permit the reception of 
Orders by illegitimate children, and 
various other actions that would other- 
wise be forbidden. 


WHO ARE LEGITIMATE 
IN CANON LAW? 


Canon 1114 specifies who are legiti- 
mate offspring according to the law of 
the Church: 


“Children who are conceived or 
born of a valid or putative marriage 
are legitimate, unless at the time of 
conception the use of the marriage 
previously contracted was forbidden 
to the parents because of solemn reli- 
gious profession or the reception of a 
sacred order.” 

We shall avoid any further mention 
of the exception for sacrilegious off- 
spring spoken of in this canon. It 
would serve only to complicate the dis- 
cussion. 

The term “putative marriage” is de- 
fined by Canon 1015, $4, which says 
that “an invalid marriage is called pu- 
tative if it was celebrated in good faith 
by at least one of the parties, until both 
parties become certainly informed of its 
invalidity.” It has been authoritatively 
declared that a putative marriage, to 
fall under this definition, must have 
been celebrated before the Chureh 
(coram Ecclesia).®» Whether this means 
only marriages that are celebrated in 
the presence of a priest and two wit- 
nesses is a topic which deserves treat- 
ment by itself. However, it is clear 
from Canon 1114 that, if a marriage be 
putative, the children conceived or born 
of the marriage are legitimate in canon 
law—this despite the invalidity of the 
union. Furthermore, it is sufficient for 
legitimaey that the parents be validly 
married at the time of the child’s birth, 


‘Code Commission, January 26, 1949; Acta 
Apostolicae Sedis, XLI, p. 158, 
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LEGITIMATION PREVENTED BY A 


CONVERT’S BAPTISM 





although they were not wed to each 
other at the time of conception. 


LEGITIMATION BY 
SUBSEQUENT MARRIAGE 


Does not the subsequent marriage of 
the parents suffice to legitimate the chil- 
dren, even for cases in which the parents 
were not yet married at the time of the 
child’s birth? To answer this question 
correctly, we must read with care the 
text of Canon 1116. 

“By the subsequent marriage of 
the parents, whether true or putative, 
whether newly contracted or vali- 
dated, even though it was not con- 
summated, the children are made 
legitimate, provided the parents were 
legally capable of contracting mar- 
riage together at the time of concep- 
tion, or of pregnancy, or of birth.” 

As we see from this canon, subsequent 
marriage is effective in making the chil- 
dren legitimate only if the parents were 
capable of contracting marriage at one 
or more of the times specified. This 
brings us to the principal object of the 
present article. Let us consider the in- 
valid, attempted marriage that takes 
place between a Catholic and a non- 
Catholic, before a judge or a Protestant 
minister. Later the two parties validate 
their unlawful union before the local 
pastor. Are the children already born 
to them thus made legitimate? 

Usually, legitimation is effected in 
such cases, but frequently it is not 
brought about by the valid marriage be- 
fore the priest. Sometimes the source 
of legitimation in these cases is to be 
found in Canon 1051, rather than in the 
validation of the marriage. In that 
canon we read: 


“By a dispensation from a diriment 
impediment, granted either in virtue 
of ordinary power or of power dele- 
gated through a general indult, not, 
however, by a rescript in a particular 
vase, there is granted also ipso facto 


the legitimation of the children, in 
‘ase any have already been born or 
conceived by the parties who are be- 
ing dispensed, with the exception, 
however ,of adulterine and _ sacreli- 
gious offspring.” 


Keeping in mind Canons 1051 and 
1116, we can see two distinct legal steps, 
by either of which legitimation of off- 
spring is secured in the validation of a 
mixed marriage. If the non-Catholic 
party to the marriage was baptized at 
the time of the child’s conception, dur- 
ing pregnancy, or at the time of its 
birth, and if there was no diriment im- 
pediment existing throughout this time, 
the parents were legally capable of mar- 
riage. The non-Catholic’s baptism 
gives rise only to the impediment of 
mixed religion, which gravely forbids 
marriage with a Catholic, but does not 
render it invalid. In such a case, the 
subsequent marriage before a_ priest 
makes legitimate the children already 
conceived or born, by virtue of Canon 
1116. 

On the other hand, if the non-Catho- 
lic party is unbaptized there exists the 
diriment (invalidating) impediment of 
disparity of cult.* Because of this fact. 
the parents are not legally capable of 
marrying each other, and so their sub- 
sequent marriage does not, of itself, ef- 
fect legitimation of their children. We 
have already seen that Canon 1051 
makes provision for cases of this kind. 
The dispensation from the impediment 
of disparity of cult, usually granted by 
the local Ordinary or by one of the 
officials of the diocesan curia, will auto- 
matically effect legitimation. We 
should note that the status of the ille- 
gitimate child is changed by the dispen- 
sation and does not depend upon the 
parents’ subsequent marriage. Hence, 


*Canon 1060. 
*Canon 1070. 
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if for any reason the marriage did not 
take place, the child is nevertheless 
canonically legitimate. 

To avoid confusion, we have pur- 
posely omitted any reference to the im- 
pediments of crime, consanguinity, and 
others which can occur to complicate a 
case. Here we wish only to explain in 
what manner the legitimation of off- 
spring is usually accomplished when a 
mixed marriage is validated. 


LEGITIMATION PREVENTED 
BY BAPTISM 


Unlikely as the event would seem, it 
is possible for us, because of failure 
to advert to the relationship between 
Canons 1051 and 1116, to validate a 
marriage without legitimating the chil- 
dren, when we would be least likely to 
suspect that this defect is present. The 
case in which this may happen is that 
of a non-Catholic partner in an invalid 
union, who has never been baptized and 
who is later converted to the Church. 

When any non-Catholic involved in 
such a union manifests the desire and 
intention of becoming a Catholic, the 
advisable procedure is not to delay 
validation of the marriage until the con- 
vert’s reception into the Church, unless 
there be some very special reason for 
doing so. Such delay means that the 
Catholic party is allowed to remain in 
a state of mortal sin during the several 
months that are required to instruct the 
prospective convert. Instead of waiting 
and allowing this serious situation to 
continue, the priest can give the number 
of instructions required by diocesan 
practice, secure the usual pre-nuptial 
guarantees, obtain a dispensation from 
whatever impediments are present, and 
validate the union as a mixed marriage. 
If this be done, either Canon 1051 or 
Canon 1116 will usually effect legitima- 
tion of all offspring. 

Let us suppose, however, that for 


716 


some reason the validation of the mar- 
riage has been delayed, so that it is to 
take piace almost at the same time as 
the reception into the Church of the 
non-Catholic spouse. ‘This might hap- 
pen, for example, when one of the par- 
ties is overseas and is to be received 
into the Church before validation of the 
marriage is feasible. The obvious pro- 
cedure in such cases is to receive the 
convert, and later to validate the un- 
lawful union that was previously at- 
tempted. It is in following such an 
order that there is danger of leaving 
children illegitimate, despite the subse- 
quent marriage of their parents before 
a priest. 

If the convert spouse was not bap- 
tized at the time of the child’s birth, it 
follows that the parents were not legally 
capable of contracting marriage to- 
gether at that time, because disparity of 
cult was a diriment impediment to their 
marriage. As a result, Canon 1116 does 
not apply when the marriage is vali- 
dated. This canon requires that the 
parents should have been legally ca- 
pable of contracting marriage. 

Neither does Canon 1051 produce 
legitimation, because there is no longer 
any place for a dispensation. The im- 
pediment of disparity of cult was re- 
moved by the Catholic baptism of the 
convert, previously unbaptized. The 
impediment has ceased to exist, the par- 
ents have become legally capable of 
marriage, and their marriage has been 
validated. Nevertheless, because the 
vase falls outside the ambit of those 
provided for in Canons 1051 and 1116, 
the children already born remain ille- 
gitimate. If the conversion and Cath- 
olic baptism took place before the birth 
of any child, that child would be legiti- 
mated by the subsequent marriage, pro- 
vided there were no other complicating 
factor in the case. 
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RECOMMENDED PROCEDURE 


We have already seen that postponing 
the validation of a marriage is subject 
to the objection that it leaves the Cath- 
olie party living in an habitual, proxi- 
mate occasion of serious sin. However, 
whenever such postponement is neces- 
sary, we should give attention to the 
baptism or non-baptism of the non- 
Catholic party to the marriage. If the 
non-Catholic has not been baptized, 
and even though distance or some other 
reason makes impossible the validation 
of the marriage before the convert’s 
baptism, the priest should give serious 
consideration to the advisability and 
the need of securing a dispensation from 
the impediment of disparity of cult. All 
other things being equal, his doing so 
will automatically provide for the legiti- 
mation of the children already born. 

If circumstances are such that the 
validation of the marriage cannot take 
place at once, that fact can be explained 
to the local Ordinary, and it can be 
made clear that legitimatio prolis is 
quite definitely the reason for seeking 
the dispensation. If the convert’s bap- 
tism later renders the dispensation un- 
necessary, no harm has been done, and 
the offspring of the union will not have 
been left under the blight of canonical 
illegitimacy. 


TRUTH OF CANONICAL CAUSE 


This case calls attention to possible 
misunderstanding of the effectiveness 
of legitimatio prolis as a canonical cause 
in certain circumstances. When a mar- 
riage is to be validated, and one or more 
children have already been born of the 
union, it is natural to give legitimation 
of the children as a canonical cause for 
the dispensation that is sought. Usu- 
ally this will be a true and valid motive 
cause. However, in the type of case 
that we have been considering, the cause 


would no longer be true if one of the 
parents had a living husband or wife at 
the time of the child’s birth. The child 
would then have been born of an adul- 
terous union, and the parents would 
have been legally incapable of marriage 
at the time of the conception and birth. 
Therefore, Canon 1116 would not apply 
at the time of validation, and there 
could have been no dispensation from 
the divine impediment of previous bond 
to produce legitimation under Canon 
1051. Consequently, when seeking a 
dispensation from the impediment of 
crime,® one would err if he would add 
legitimatio prolis as a canonical cause. 
In fact, if this were the only cause given, 
the dispensation would be invalid for 
lack of a true motive cause.*. This is 
hardly likely to happen, however, be- 
cause “validation of the marriage” will 
usually be offered as the principal cause 
for the necessary dispensation. 

Does this mean that any offspring of 
a union, when one of the parents has a 
living spouse, will necessarily remain 
illegitimate? This need not be, if the 
other spouse dies before the child is 
born. If the marriage is then validated 
before the child’s birth, he will be born 
of a valid marriage and will be legiti- 
mate under the terms of Canon 1114. 

If the child is born before the mar- 
riage of his parents is validated, will the 
dispensation from the impediment of 
crime suffice for legitimation? The rea- 
son for raising this question is that 
Canon 1051 makes an exception for 
adulterine offspring. Hence, we must 
determine whether or not the child in 
this case is an adulterinus. 

According to a private response, re- 
ported in Monitor Ecclesiasticus,’® a 


*Canon 1075. 

°Cfr. THe Homitetic AND PastoraLt ReE- 
VIEW, July, 1953, pp. 903—905. 

™LXXV, 1950, p. 479. 
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child born after the death of a previous 
consort is not to be considered adulter- 
ine. In the ease for which the response 
was given, the impediment of crime was 
not present, and it was declared that 
the subsequent marriage of the parents 
made the child legitimate. In the case 
that we have proposed, there is present 
the diriment impediment of crime, for 
which a dispensation is needed. How- 
ever, the same principle should apply, 
so far as the offspring’s being considered 
adulterine is concerned. As a conse- 
quence, the provisions of Canon 1051 
would be applicable to bring about the 
legitimation of a child born after the 
death of the parent’s previous consort, 
when there is granted by one of the 


persons specified in Canon 1051 a dis- 
pensation from some diriment impedi- 
ment of ecclesiastical law, such as crime. 
It is true that a papal dispensation 
can be obtained to permit reception of 
Orders or admission to certain religious 
institutes for one whe has remained 
illegitimate, as well as for other things 
to which illegitimacy is an impediment. 
Also, it is possible to secure an apostolic 
rescript of legitimation for the peculiar 
type of case that we have discussed 
above. Nevertheless, it is regrettable 
to have to take such a step, not to speak 
of having needlessly allowed the con- 
tinuance of an illegitimate status, when 
a simple change in procedure could 
have removed that disqualification. 


» 


CAVE 








We are calling attention of all readers of this Review to the third 
annual convention of CAVE (Catholic Audie-Visual Educators) to 
be held at the Hotel Conrad Hilton, Chicago, Aug. 2-4, 1954. We do 
so at this time to enable all our readers to make plans for attending. 

It would be erroneous to assume that CAVE is of value only to 
those whose work is almost exclusively in the classroom opostolate. 
CAVE has a far broader purpose: to bring every modern audio- 
visual advance to the service of all who labor to spread the word 
of God. This would include the curate in his parish convert classes, 
the priest and religious in the domestic and foreign mission, the 
chaplains in the prisons, in the armed services, in the hospitals; it 
it would include the pastor who is interested in further assisting 
instruction in his grade school; it would include teachers and admin- 
istrators in all our schools and institutions of higher learning. 

Guided by this purpose and by the features which have proved in 
the past to be of greatest value, guided, too, by the suggestions of 
priests and religious who have attended past CAVE conventions, the 
Reverend Dr. Leo J. McCormick has formulated a splendid program 
of broad apostolic value for all priests and religious who attend the 
third annual convention of CAVE. 

More complete details will appear in succeeding issues. 
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Homies FOR THE Monru 


Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By WILLIAM R. MURPHY, S.S. 





Pentecost Sunday 


God the Holy Spirit 


OUTLINE: 

(1) “The Forgotten God.” 

(2) Promise of the Paraclete’s coming. 

(3) Conclusion: We should be horrified at 
the thought of defiling sacred vessels; 
why, then, do we forget that our 
bodies are living chalices of the Holy 
Spirit? 


In the 19th chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, we find a striking story which 
we might well think about on Pentecost 
Sunday. St. Paul, while 
through the famous city of Ephesus, 
ran into a group of twelve men who 
were associating with the Christians in 
that city, but who seemed quite vague 
in their knowledge of Christianity. In 
his direct way, Paul got right down to 
business and said to them: “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you be- 
came believers?” They said to him: 
‘We have not even heard that there is 
u Holy Spirit!” (Acts xix: 2). It 
turned out that these twelve men had 
been followers of John the Baptist and 
had acquired some knowledge of Chris- 
tianity; but they had never been bap- 
tized. St. Paul briefly instructed them 
and then baptized them. Then, as the 
Acts of the Apostles relates, “The Holy 
Spirit came upon them and they began 
to speak in tongues and to prophesy” 
(Acts xix: 6). 


passing 


“THE FORGOTTEN GOD” 


The Holy Spirit is sometimes called 
“the forgotten God” because so many 
people pay little practical attention to 
Him. In today’s Mass, the Church 
makes sure that we focus our attention 
on God the Holy Spirit. In the Epistle 
she recalls the tremendous occurrence 
of the first Pentecost—the day on which 
the Catholic Church was born. Then, 
in the Gospel, the Church holds before 
our eyes a scene from the Last Supper 
when Christ solemnly promised His 
Apostles that He would send the Holy 
Spirit down upon them after His as- 
cension into Heaven. Finally, in the 
Sequence of the Mass, we are shown 
how we should regard the Holy Spirit 
and how we should call upon Him: 
“Come, Thou Father of the Poor, come 
with presents which endure; come Thou 
Light of all that live.” 

If we stop to consider these parts of 
the Mass briefly, it may help us to real- 
ize the treasure which we have within 
us when we are in the state of grace, and 
it may help to enkindle our love toward 
the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity 
who is God as truly as the Father or 
the Son. 

Reeall, first, the scene of today’s 
Gospel. It is Christ’s Last Supper. He 
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is about to be crucified, about to leave 
the Apostles who love Him so dearly. 
In this morning's Gospel we have but a 
small selection from the whole discus- 
sion which Our Lord held that night. 
The whole discussion covers three full 
chapters in St. John’s Gospel. If you 
read the rest of that scene, you will 
sense something of Our Lord’s heart- 
ache about His approaching departure. 
Our Lord told His Apostles over and 
over again that He was about to leave 
them. He told them that He was going 
back to the Father, that He would no 
longer be visibly present in their midst. 
He told them, too, that their hearts 
would be sad, but that one day He 
would come to take them to Himself in 
Heaven. Somehow He could not seem 
to get His point across. They just could 
not believe that He, their Lord and their 
God, their all, was about to leave them. 
He had chosen them apart, had in- 
structed them in the truths of God, had 
worked astounding miracles, had de- 
fended them warmly when the Phari- 
sees scoffed at them as illiterate and 
uncouth men. Christ told them re- 
peatedly that He was about to leave 
them, but the Apostles still could not 
comprehend how near was the parting. 


PROMISE OF THE PARACLETE 


As Our Lord watched their uneasi- 
ness, their bewilderment and heartache, 
He sought to comfort them. Our Lord 
told them that He would not leave them 
orphans although He himself was going 
away. Christ had been their Paraclete, 
their Advocate that is, their helper, 
their defender, their lawyer, their con- 
soler. He now told them that He was 
going to send another Paraclete, another 
Advocate to teach them the truth of 
God and to recall all that He had taught 
them: 


“And I will ask the Father and He 
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will give you another Advocate to 
dwell with you forever: the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive 
because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. But you shall know him, be- 
cause He shall dwell with you, and 
be in you” (John xiv: 17). 
Three times more during that final 
supper Christ promised to send the Holy 
Spirit and even assured the Apostles 
that it was better for Him to go, so that 
the Holy Spirit might come to dwell 
with them: 


“Tt is expedient for you that I depart. 

For if I do not go, the Advocate will 

not come to you; but if I go, I will 

send him to you. . But when he, 
the Spirit of truth, has come, he will 

teach you all the truth” (John xvi: 

7-12). 

The poor Apostles could not grasp the 
full import of what Christ said. But 
they knew He had promised them and 
they had always seen Christ fulfill His 
promises. On this very night they had 
watched Him fulfill a promise, made a 
full year ago, to give them “Bread from 
Heaven,” for on this very night Christ 
had instituted the Eucharist. 

After Christ’s death, resurrection and 
ascension into Heaven, the Apostles re- 
turned to Jerusalem. There they 
gathered in prayer with Our Blessed 
Mother and some other one hundred and 
twenty followers of Jesus to await the 
fulfillment of the promise—the coming 
of the Holy Spirit. The fulfillment of 
that promise is related in this morning’s 
Epistle. 


THE PROMISE FULFILLED 


Pentecost time was harvest time in 
Jerusalem. It was also a great religious 
feast—a feast nearly as great as our 
Christian Christmas or Easter. For 
this celebration, Jews who were scat- 
tered all over the known world returned 
to Jerusalem with something of the 
holiday spirit with which people in 
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America return to their parents’ homes 
for Thanksgiving or Christmas. The 
thousands of pilgrims who had returned 
from all parts of the Roman Empire 
spoke a vast variety of tongues—much 
like the nations of present-day Europe. 

On this particular morning, many of 
the tourists were startled by the sound 
of a mighty wind rushing suddenly 
through the streets. A short time later 
they were still more astounded when 
the Apostles, led by St. Peter, poured 
out of the upper room into the streets 
of Jerusalem and began preaching to all 
of them about Jesus Christ and the re- 
ligion which He had founded. Though 
the Apostles were Galileans, the whole 
vast throng that listened heard them in 
their own tongues. We would be 
equally astounded if someone suddenly 
stood up in the United Nations as- 
sembly, and every French, German, 
Russian, English and Indian delegate 
could understand his speech perfectly 
without need of an interpreter. 

So astounded was the crowd—and the 
crowd kept growing—that some skep- 
tics who were embarrassed by the whole 
outburst shouted, in effect, “These fel- 
lows must be drunk!” Then St. Peter 
himself got off a classic line by stating, 
in effect, “These men are not drunk— 
why it is only eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing!” Then St. Peter went on to give 
them a tremendous sermon about what 
the Jews had done: how they had cruci- 
fied the Son of God and how He had 
risen from the dead. So powerful was 
his eloquence under the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, that, after he had finished 
preaching, some three thousand people, 
as the Acts of the Apostles relates, were 
moved to repentance, begged for Bap- 
tism and an entrance into the new-born 
Church of Christ. 

If you read through the rest of the 
Acts of the Apostles and then sean the 


epistles of St. Paul, of St. John, of St. 
Peter and St. James, you will find the 
Holy Spirit mentioned hundreds of 
times. The Holy Spirit bestowed 
miraculous gifts on many of the first 
Christians: He enabled them to speak 
with tongues, to heal the sick and to 
perform other miracles. In fact, these 
gifts of the Holy Spirit were so abun- 
dant in the early Church that St. Paul 
had to caution some of the new converts 
not to get too excited about them. He 
had to remind them that the hidden 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, grace and 
charity, were far more important than 
speaking with tongues or working 
miracles. 


MARVELS ARE FOR UNBELIEVERS 


As we look back on that first, great 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we may 
tend to feel a bit left out of things, a bit 
cheated that no such extraordinary 
things have happened to us. Here we 
need to remember what the Apostles 
told the first Christians: ‘Tongues are 
intended as a sign, not to believers, but 
to unbelievers” (I C. xiv: 22). In other 
words, many external marvels which 
pagan peoples could see with their 
physical eyes were necessary to get the 
new-born Church off to a flying start. 
Later on, when the Church was well 
established and was herself a kind of 
perpetual miracle, living unbrokenly 
against all odds throughout the cen- 
turies, the Holy Spirit made His pres- 
ence less conspicuous. Of course, we do 
find Him from time to time raising up 
great saints and accomplishing miracles 
through them; but that is, you might 
say, just to remind us that He still 
possesses the same power as always to 
change the face of the earth. 

The important thing for us to remem- 
ber is that this same Holy Spirit was 
given to us in our Baptism and lives 
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right within us when we are in the state 
of grace. And not only He, but the 
Father and Son as well. 


LIVING CHALICES OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


This tremendous fact of our Faith— 
that when we are in the state of grace 
the Blessed Trinity dwells within us— 
was something the Apostles never 
wearied of telling the first Catholics. 
In fact, it was the reality to which they 
most appealed when they wished to pre- 
vent their sometimes barbarian con- 
verts from falling back into old habits 
of thievery, drunkenness, impurity. 
“Do you not know that you are temples 
of God and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you?... For holy is the temple of 
God, and this temple you are” (I C. iii: 
16, 17). It is the Holy Spirit who, all 
unknown to us many times, stirs up holy 
thoughts in our minds, strengthens our 


feeble wills and moves us to repentance 
We must learn ever 
more to cultivate an awareness of the 
God dwelling within us by turning to 
Him familiarly in prayerful conversa- 
tion throughout the day. This is the 
secret of becoming a saint. This is the 
strongest and deepest remedy for be- 
coming pure, kind, truthful, or brave. 
It is not our own feeble, human strength, 
but the strength of God within us and 
the increasing awareness that when God 


for sins committed. 


dwells in us, our minds and bodies are 
far more precious than the most beauti- 
ful chalice which ever held the Precious 
Blood. We should be horrified at the 
thought of defiling a crucifix or a 
chalice; how then do we dare to defile 
our bodies or minds by sins? It is only 
because we forget that we are, in a real 
sense, the living chalices of God the 
Holy Spirit. 


Trinity Sunday 


The Mystery of the Trinity 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Two points in the definition. 
(2) Person and nature. 
(3) God speaks of the Trinity. 
(4) Conclusion: What we believe here on 
earth will be the object of endless 
and awesome knowledge in the Beati- 
fic Vision. 


When you entered the church this 
morning, you probably took some holy 
water and made the sign of the cross. 
When you made that gesture, peculiar 
to Roman Catholics, you were testifying 
to the fact that you believe that God is 
three Persons, because you blessed 
yourself in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. On 
this feast day in honor of the Blessed 
Trinity, we should pause to consider 
this greatest and deepest mystery of 
our Faith. 


Even though we should approach the 
mystery of the Trinity very humbly, 
we should not be discouraged in trying 
to learn as much as we can about the 
mystery in the light of the Church’s 
teaching. This mystery of the Trinity 
is not something contradictory; it is not 
a matter of nonsense syllables or gib- 
berish to which we are supposed to say, 
“T believe,” then hastily turn our minds 
away lest we be unable to believe. The 
Trinity is a reality, a fact more solid, 
more genuine than the Rocky Moun- 
tains. 

The mystery simply says, “There is 
only one God, but that God is three 
really distinct Persons: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.” Each is a real Person, 
distinct from the other two Persons; 
ach Person is truly God; each Divine 
Person is equally wise, equally eternal 
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TRINITY SUNDAY 





equally and infinitely perfect; yet, these 
three Divine Persons are the one same 
God. To put the nystery another way: 
there is only one divine nature, one 
Godhead, but that one same divine 
nature or Godhead is completely pos- 
sessed by all three Divine Persons. 

There are, therefore, two main facts 
to be kept in mind; it is keeping them 
both in mind at once which so baffles 
us. These two facts are: 1) there is 
only one divine nature, one Godhead. 
2) there are three really distinct Per- 
sons. All the heretics who have ever 
come along and have tried to solve the 
mystery of the Trinity have done so by 
wiping out one or the other of these 
facts. 

Some early Christian heretics said, 
for example: “Oh yes, there are three 
real Persons in God, and so there must 
be three divine natures.” That would, 
of course, mean that there are three 
Gods. Other hereties said, “Oh no, 
there is only one divine nature. The 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are not 
three really distinct Persons; they are 
simply different names for one and the 
same divine Person.”’ This, of course, 
destroys the mystery from the opposite 
angle. It saves the unity of the divine 
nature by wiping out the existence of 
three really distinct Persons. 

Having these basic facts in mind 
(that there is one divine nature, but 
three really distinct Persons), let us 
now consider a bit more closely those 
terms, “person” and “nature.” 


“PERSON” AND “NATURE” 


When you ask the question “Who?’ 
—the answer given describes a person. 
“Who is that across the street?” Some- 
one replies, “Why, that’s John Smith.” 
When you ask the question “What?”— 
the answer given describes a nature. 
When you ask, “What is that?’”—some- 
one replies, “Why, that’s a parakeet,” 


or “That’s a crocodile.” The nature of 
a thing includes its complete parts and 
powers: its total makeup. So we say, 
“Tt’s a dog’s nature to bark,” or “It’s a 
bird’s nature to fly,” or “It’s human 
nature to want to laugh,” or “It’s God’s 
nature to know all things and to be all 
powerful.” 

Nature, then, describes all the proper- 
ties or powers by which a thing or per- 
son operates or goes into action. <A 
person, on the other hand, describes the 
one that uses a nature. Person de- 
scribes the subject or someone who owns 
the nature and who is responsible for its 
many activities. When Johnny Jones 
breaks a window, the person who 
breaks it is Johnny. What does he 
break it by? He breaks it by using 
part of his nature, by slamming his fist 
against the window. When you laugh, 
talk, sing, or think, you do so by means 
of your human nature. Who is it that 
does these things? It is you, yourself, 
that unique unsharable reality we call 
This is the most prominent 
feature of personality: it is unshareable, 
unique. There are millions upon mil- 
lions of persons who have the same sort 
of human nature which you possess; 
but there is only one you in the whole 
world. A person is utterly unique and 
not even God could make one person 
to be another person. 


a person. 


APPLYING THESE DEFINITIONS 
TO GOD 


Now, when we say that God is three 
Persons, we mean that there is only one 
“whatness,” one Godhead, one divine 
nature. We also mean that that one, 
same, numerical nature is completely 
possessed by three really distinct Per- 
sons. 

Finally, it might help us to remember 
the reality of the Trinity of Persons in 
one Godhead by a series of questions. 
If we could have a glimpse of the Trin- 
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ity on earth very dimly, we might ad- 
dress each of the divine Persons as fol- 
lows. If we said to the First Person, 
“Who are you?,” He would say, “I am 
the Father.” If we asked Him, “Are 
you God?,” He would say, “Yes, I am 
God, the one and only God.” If we 
asked further, “Are you the Son or the 
Holy Spirit?,” He would say, “No, I 
am not the Son, nor am I the Holy 
Spirit.” If we then put the same ques- 
tions to the Second Person, He would 
say, “I am the Son. Yes, I am the one 
and only God. No, I am not the Father, 
and neither am I the Holy Spirit.” 
Finally, if we asked the Third Person 
the same questions, He would reply, “I 
am the Holy Spirit. Yes I am truly 
God, the one and only God. No, I am 
not the Father, nor am I the Son.” 


GOD SPEAKS OF THE TRINITY 


In Christ’s command to His apostles 
to baptize all nations, He did not say, 
“Baptize them in the name of God.” 
He did not say, “Baptize them in the 
name of Christ.” He said, “Baptize 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

On no occasion, however, did Our 
Lord speak so clearly about the mystery 
of the Trinity as at the Last Supper 
when He was about to leave this earth. 
His Apostles had heard Him for three 
years talking about His Father, bless- 
ing and praising the Father, telling 
them that He had come from the Father 
into this world. Finally, one of the 
Apostles, St. Philip, who was very in- 
nocent and outspoken, asked Christ 
plainly (for he was breathless to see the 
object of his belief), “Lord, show us the 
Father and it is enough for us” (John 
xiv: 8). Do you know what Christ 
replied? 


“Have I been so long a time with you, 
Philip, and you have not known me? 
Philip, he who sees me, sees also the 
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Father. I and the Father are 

one.... Dost thou not believe that 

I am in the Father and the Father in 

Me?... The Father dwelling in me, 

it is he who does the works” (John 

xiv: 9). 

Here Our Lord plainly asserted the 
mystery of one nature and distinct 
Persons. “I and the Father are one,” 
that is, one in nature, one same God. 
“Dost thou not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father in Me?” shows 
the distinctness of their Persons. 

A little later on during that same 
Last Supper, Our Lord told His Apostles 
plainly of the third Person of the 
Trinity: “I will ask the Father and He 
will give you another Advocate to dwell 
with you forever, the Spirit of truth” 
(John xiv: 16,17). And later still dur- 
ing that same supper He told them that 
He must go away, but that He would 
send the Holy Spirit to take His place 
and act as guide and consoler to the 
Apostles and all Christians. “It is ex- 
pedient for you that I depart. For if I 
do not go, the Advocate will not come 
to you.” 

God is not, then, a lonely God sitting 
off somewhere on an empty throne. He 
has, we might say in all reverence, a 
divine family life, one which is infinitely 
filled with divine exuberance and love. 
This fact should also make it clear that 
God had no need to make the world, the 
people, the angels for companionship. 
He made them all out of sheer goodness 
and love in order that little beings, 
such as you and I, might one day join 
in that adorable family circle of the 
Blessed Trinity. When you bless your- 
self on this or any day, think reverently 
of those three Divine Persons in whose 
name you have been baptized, who dwell 
within you and watch over you lovingly 
when you are in the state of grace, and 
who, even now, are preparing for the 
day when you will join Their blessed 
company. 
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Sunday within the Octave of Corpus Christi 


Calvary and the Mass 


OUTLINE: 
(1) How is the Mass like Calvary? 
(2) The same Priest, the same Victim, the 
same action. 
(3) Conclusion: Because we could not be 
at Calvary, Christ has brought Cal- 
vary to us. 


The Blessed Eucharist is a many- 
sided reality. We have to look at it, 
now from one angle, now from another, 
in order to grasp its full magnificence. 
If we slowly turn a diamond ring under 
a light, we notice that it flashes now 
red, now green, now blue, now amber. 
So, too, if we turn the doctrine of the 
Eucharist over slowly in the light of the 
Church’s teaching, we perceive three 
great colors or sides to it: the Eucha- 
rist is a Presence, a Sacrament and a 
Sacrifice. To put it another way: Our 
Lord comes to us in three guises: as a 
Companion, as Food for the superna- 
tural life of our souls, as a Priest to offer 
sacrifice for us. 

It is this last aspect of the Eucharist, 
the Eucharist as a sacrifice, which we 
wish to discuss today during this octave 
of Corpus Christi. 

You have heard from childhood days 
that “the Mass is the same sacrifice as 
the sacrifice of the cross, except that it 
is offered in an unbloody manner.” 
How is the Mass one with the sacrifice 
of Calvary? Humbly (because the 
Mass is a stupendous mystery) let us 
examine this question. 


HOW IS THE MASS LIKE CALVARY? 


At first glance the Mass and Calvary 
appear to be very different. On Good 
Friday, Our Lord Himself was the 
Priest; the Victim whom He offered was 


His own body and blood, offered, too, 
We do not see Our 


on a wooden cross. 


Lord’s body, His blood, His wooden 
cross, the nails; neither do we see a 
good and bad thief on either side of 
Him. All that we see is a small white 
host and a golden chalice on a marble 
altar. The priest whom we see at Mass 
is Father Smith or Father Jones, some- 
one whom we all know well. We do not, 
however, see the great High Priest, 
Jesus Christ. Despite the fact that, to 
our physical eyes, the sacrifice of the 
Mass looks completely different from 
the sacrifice on Calvary, you and I 
know, by the eyes of faith, that they 
are very much the same. 

If you saw a play in New York and 
then were later on to see that same play 
in your own home town, I am sure that 
you would not think it was a completely 
different play merely because it took 
place on a different date or in a different 
town. Even if the scenery were much 
better in New York than in your local 
theater, even if some of the minor char- 
acters in the cast were changed, so long 
as it had the same major characters and 
the same basic action, you would say, 
“That’s the same play I saw in New 
York last month.” 

Now, this may be a very weak anal- 
ogy to try to bring home something of 
the essential sameness of the drama of 
Calvary and the drama of the Mass. 
But it may be of some help because it 
is somewhat along these lines that the 
Church says that the Mass and the 
sacrifice of Calvary are really the same, 
even though there are some accidental 
changes of scenery, locale and minor 
actors. The Church says that the sacri- 
fice of the Mass and of Calvary are 
essentially the same because they have 
1) the same priest, 2) the same victim, 
3) the same essential action. 
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Here is how our Holy Father, Pius 
XII, describes this essential sameness 
in his encyclical on the Mass, Mediator 
Dei: 

“The august sacrifice of the altar, 
then, is no mere empty commemora- 
tion of the passion and death of Jesus 
Christ, but a,true and proper act of 
sacrifice, whereby the High Priest 
by an unbloody immolation offers 
Himself a most acceptable Victim to 
the eternal Father, as He did upon 
the cross. ‘It is one and the same 
victim; the same Person now offers 
it by the ministry of His priests who 
then offered Himself on the cross, 
the manner of the offering alone be- 
ing different’ ”’ (Mediator Dei). 


THE SAME PRIEST 


The main priest of every Mass is 
Jesus Christ, the great High Priest, 
present at the altar even though invis- 
ibly. The Father Jones or Father Smith 
whom you see robed in vestments at the 
altar is a real priest, but he is not the 
main one; he is merely a secondary 
priest at the Mass. Father Jones or 
Father Smith is really like an instru- 
ment in Our Lord’s hands at Mass, as a 
saw is an instrument in the hands of a 
arpenter. As an instrument, but a free 
and nobler instrument, the purely hu- 
man priest is used by Our Blessed Lord 
at Mass. We might put it this way: 
Our Lord freely borrows Father Jones’ 
human mind and hands and voice to 
utter the words and to perform the 
tremendous act of consecration. Our 
Lord acts through His human priest. 
That is why, in the words of consecra- 
tion, the priest does not say, “This is 
the body of Christ.” Speaking in Our 
Lord’s name and with Our Lord’s power, 
the human priest says, “This is my 
body.” 


THE SAME VICTIM 
Not only is the main Priest at Mass 


'N.C.W.C. translation. pp. 27, 28. 


the same great High Priest of Calvary, 
but also the Victim offered at Mass is 
the same Victim. What is present on 
the altar, under the appearances of 
bread and wine and offered up to God, 
is not bread and wine, but the same 
body that was nailed to the cross and 
the same blood that spilled down the 
cross. The same hands that have the 
print of the nails in them, the same feet; 
the same adorable head that was 
crowned with thorns, the same adorable 
heart with the mark of the lance in it— 
the same Jesus Christ, perfect God and 
perfect man, is present on that altar. 
How vividly the early Christians 
grasped this truth may be learned from 
St. John Chrysostom’s description of 
the Mass to new converts in the fourth 
century: 


“When you see the Lord immolated 
and lying there, and the priest bend- 
ing over the sacrifice and praying, 
and all the people aglow as if lit up 
by that precious blood, can you be- 
lieve that you are still on earth and 
in the midst of men?” (Oratio ad 
Catechumenos)* 


THE SAME ESSENTIAL ACTION 


Now we come to the hardest part of 
the matter before us today. How is 
Our Lord performing the same action as 
He performed on Calvary? We know 
that He cannot die any more. He can 
die on the altar only in a mystical way, 
that is, He takes on the sacramental 
appearance of death. On the cross Our 
Lord’s body and blood were actually 
separated; His precious blood flowed 
down the cross and away from His 
sacred body. On the altar Our Lord’s 
body and blood are not really separated, 
but they look as though they were. 
The consecrated host on the corporal is 
-eparated from the consecrated wine in 


the golden chalice. But Our Lord’s 


*Quoted in Van Noort. De Sacramentis, 
Vol. I, p. 363 (4th Edit.). 
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body and blood are separated only sac- 
Actually, Our Lord is 
completely present under both the ap- 


ramentally. 


pearance of bread and the appearance 
of wine. But it does look as though 
they were separated: the solid appear- 
ance of the species of bread and the 
liquid appearance of the wine give us a 
very vivid picture of a separated body 
and blood. Further, we hear the words 
of consecration pronounced separately 
over each: “This is my body,” and then, 
“This is the chalice of my Blood.” 
When Our Lord died on the cross, the 
difference between a real sacrifice and 
the murder of an innocent man was the 
free offering of Himself for the sins of 
the world. Before His death, Christ 
emphatically foretold any number of 
times that He would give His life, that 
it would not be taken away from Him 
by force: “I lay it down of myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again” (John x: 18). 


NEVER-ENDING GOLGOTHA 


Now this is just the point which helps 
us to realize how truly the Mass and 
Calvary are essentially the same. Our 
Lord’s dispositions on the altar are 
exactly the same at Mass as they were 
on Calvary. As a Priest, Christ con- 
tinues to offer perfect adoration to His 
Father; as a Priest, He continues to 
love us with that same unchanging, 


awesome love which He made so clear 
to us by His physical death on Calvary. 
This sacramental death on the altar 
shows us that, if it were possible, He 
would still be willing to die again to 
save us. 

Because, therciore, we have the same 
Priest and the same Victim at Mass as 
on Calvary, and because Christ has the 
same dispositions in His heart, Holy 
Mass truly re-presents Calvary to us in 
our own time. The mystical death on 
the altar suffices to bring home clearly 
to us that 2,000 years have not changed 
Our Lord’s relations to either His Fa- 
ther or us. He is our great High Priest; 
He is our adorable Victim; He is a gift 
worthy of God; and He is ours. 

In a very brief word, we might say: 
because we could not be at Calvary, 
Christ has brought Calvary to us. All 
men could not stand on that one little 
hill in Judea at one time; and all time 
could not be compressed into those 
three hours. And so Our Blessed Lord 
has transported His sacrifice, has 
brought Calvary across space and time 
that all men everywhere might have a 
chance to ‘have the fruits of the re- 
demptive act applied to their souls 
personally, that all men might have a 
chance to enter into that perfect act of 
worship which rises up to God from the 
rising of the sun to the going down 
thereof. 


Sunday within the Octave of the Sacred Heart 


Christ’s Love for Us 


OUTLINE: 

(1) God loved us individually from eternity. 

(2) Length and breadth, height and depth 
of Christ’s love. 

(3) Conclusion: We must not imagine that 
Christ’s love for mankind ts as for a 
blurry mass of humanity. For each 
He has a special love. 


We are forever being told that we 
ought to love God. We know, too, that 
loving God in this life is sometimes very 
difficult. To love God sincerely, by try- 
ing to do His will, involves much self- 
denial, sometimes calling for even heroic 
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sacrifice. But all genuine love is a 
mutual thing, a two-way affair. If we 
are intent on loving God earnestly, it 
is extremely important for us to realize 
that God loves us a billion, billion times 
more than we shall ever be able to love 
Him. Indeed, St. John and the other 
Apostles never weary of telling us that 
God has taken the initiative in this love 
affair. That fact should stir our hearts 
to love God in return. So St. John tells 
us: “In this is the love, not that we 
have loved God, but that he has first 
loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation 
for our sins” (I Epist. iv: 10). And 
again: “Let us, therefore love, because 
God has first loved us” (I [pist. iv: 
19). And St. Paul can only shake his 
head and marvel at the same fact: “For 
why did Christ, at the set time, die for 
the wicked when as yet we were weak 
... die for the ungodly? For scarcely 
in behalf of a just man does one die; yet 
perhaps one might bring himself to die 
for a good man. But God commends 
His charity towards us, because when as 
yet we were sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. v: 6-9). 

During this Octave of the Sacred 
Heart, when the Church urges us to 
return, in a special way, a little love to 
Christ and to make reparation for the 
neglect that men show Him, we might 
do well this morning to ponder for a 
few minutes something of the indescrib- 
able love which God has for each and 
every one of us. 


GOD LOVED US FROM ETERNITY 


A hundred years ago, when none of 
us here present existed, God loved and 
planned to bring us into existence. 
Back in the Middle Ages, some seven 
hundred years ago, when knights rode 
around in armor, God thought of each 
of us here. Back before the Rocky 
Mountains were made or the Atlantic 
Ocean, back before light ever shone 
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from the first star in the universe, God 
thought of you and me here this morn- 
ing: “Yea, | have loved thee with an 
everlasting love” (Jeremias xxxi: 3). 

But God—because He is God—is so 
far above us that we find it terribly 
difficult to appreciate Him as He is; His 
love, being an infinite love, baffles our 
poor, finite minds. But God, in infinite 
wisdom, designed a way in which we 
could grasp in human fashion how ex- 
quisite is His love for us. He sent His 
only begotten Son to become a member 
of our own human race without, of 
course, ceasing to be God. God’s own 
Son took a human body and a real hu- 
man soul like yours and mine. In Jesus 
Christ, the God-man, the human race 
received its chance to see in a human 
way how terribly God loves every little 
human being whom He ever created. 
“God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son.” 

The love of Christ toward us is so 
immense that even the Apostles 
stammer and stutter when they try to 
describe it. St. Paul resorts even to a 
spatial description to give us some idea 
of Christ’s love for us. He prays that 
God the Father will grant his converts 
to be “able to comprehend . . . what is 
the breath and length and height and 
depth, and to know Christ’s love which 
surpasses knowledge” (Ephes. iii: 18). 

Following the Apostle’s lead, we may 
humbly take those four words—length, 
breadth, height and depth—and, apply- 
ing them to Our Lord’s love for us, try 
to get some small glimpse of it. 


LENGTH AND BREADTH 
OF CHRIST’S LOVE 


Consider the length of Christ’s love 
for us, how long it lasts. Christ, as God, 
loved us from all eternity, before the 
world began to be. As God made man, 
He loved us even in the manger at 
Bethlehem. During the thirty years of 
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His hidden life at Nazareth, Jesus loved 
us. During His three years of public 
life, Jesus loved us. He loved us on the 
cross and He loves us now in Heaven. 
He will love us through all eternity and 
will fill our hearts with joy and glad- 
ness, With a love far beyond any love 
that we could ever know on earth. 

Consider now the breadth of Christ’s 
love: Christ does not love just one or 
two people, a small handful of inti- 
mates; He loves each and every human 
being. During His public life on earth 
He made it utterly clear that He loved 
both the rich and the poor, the educated 
and the uneducated, the sinner and the 
saint. No one was beyond the love of 
Christ unless he, himself, freely rejected 
it. In fact, the breadth of Christ’s love 
was a scandal to the Pharisees and 
hypocrites. They could understand 
Him loving good people; they were 
baffled by the fact that He seemed to 
have a very special love for sinners, 
wanting to save them more than any- 
one else. He allowed a public prostitute 
to bathe His feet with her tears of re- 
pentance; He took a publican, a harsh, 
avaricious tax collector and turned him 
into the Apostle St. Matthew. Christ 
turned a dying thief into a saint and 
canonized him while he was still on 
earth. 


HEIGHT AND DEPTH 
OF CHRIST’S LOVE 


Consider, finally, the height and 
depth of Christ’s love. How utterly and 
obviously unselfish is Christ’s love for 
us! All earthly loves have a certain 
amount of selfishness in them. Even 
parental love may be clouded by paren- 
tal pride. The love of Christ, however, 
is an utterly unselfish love, a love, not 
of taking, but of giving. He offered all 
that He had: His wisdom, His sympa- 
thy, His kindness, His miracles, His 
very life for us. Think of Bethlehem! 


Think of Calvary! Think of the 
Eucharist! But the best of all deserip- 
tions of Christ’s burning love are His 
own words: “Greater love than this no 
one has, that one lay down his life for 
his friends” (John xv:13). 

Dearly beloved, we must not think 
that this love of Christ for mankind is 
just a love of everybody in general. We 
must never imagine that God-man has 
a dim view of us as a kind of blurred 
inass of people. Christ’s love is a love 
of each of us in particular. Because He 
loved Peter, did that mean that He did 
not love John? Because He loved John 
did that mean that He did not love St. 
Paul? Even a mother who loves her 
whole family in general, loves each of 
her children-in particular and with a 
special love for each. If a mother’s love 
is not exhausted by loving one child, 
how much more is this true of the in- 
finite love of the Son of God. His love 
is literally inexhaustible, and He looks 
at each of us with a glance that is spe- 
cial for each. He knows you and me by 
name, just as truly as He knew Peter or 
Mary Magdalen or Zachaeus. He 
knows every tiny event of our personal 
histories. He follows everything we do 
each day with loving attention. That 
is why even the trifles in our daily lives 
can be so important, spotlighted as they 
are by the loving glance of Him, our 
God, our Savior, our Brother, our Be- 
loved. He loves you and me so wonder- 
fully that by a miracle of His omnipo- 
tence, He eclipses space and time and 
becomes present on our altar at Holy 
Mass. Ask Our Lord at Mass this 
morning to help you to understand even 
a little bit how much He loves you. 
Then you will find it a joy to love and 
serve him in return. “Can a woman 
forget her infant so as not to have pity 
on the son of her womb? And if she 
should forget, yet will not I forget thee” 
(Isaiah 49:15). 
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Loyalty to Christ Is Obedience | 


By the RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litut.D., LL.D. 


r 
SECOND BOOK of the ‘“Re- 
ligion Essential Series,” the high school 
religion series of the Loyola University 
Press, is entitled Loyalty. It treats ot 
the Commandments in modern life. 
The entire series is the outcome of 
twenty years of research in the selec- 
tion and grade placement of the subject 
matter of the high school course in re- 
ligion. This tenth grade textbook deals 
with loyalty to Christ and to the Church 
which Christ established. Christ Him- 
self made the keeping of His Command- 
ments the test and the proof of our love 
for Him. 
Fundamental 
tenth grade textbook and of the entire 
series is the idea that emphasis should 
be placed on growth in Christian social 
living rather than on the avoidance of 
sin. The Commandments warn us 
against those things that God cannot 
tolerate in human conduct; but both in 
themselves and especially as _ inter- 
preted by Christ, they are far more than 
that. In the words of the general editor, 
Rev. Austin G. Schmidt, S.J.: 


to the plan of this 


“(the Commandments) are guide- 
posts to a way of life that is in ac- 
cordance with man’s rational nature, 
to a way of life that leads to true 
contentment. The moral law given 
to the world by Christ is the founda- 
tion of whatever is fine, true, noble, 
and satisfying in our civilization. 
The commandments are not restric- 
tions on happiness; they are rather 
the key that opens the heavy doors of 
dungeons built by sin and selfishness, 
sending forth into the glorious light 
of God’s own world those who ‘sat in 
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darkness and in the shadow of death, 
bound in want and in iron’ (Psalm 
evi: 10).” 
This is the attitude toward the Ten 
Commandments which this book seeks 
to develop. 


POSITIVE APPROACH TO PURITY 


Before speaking of the rights and the 
duties of parents and children in the 
fifth unit of Loyalty, the author tells 
of the dignity of the creative work of 
parenthood as a source of these rights 
and duties. The Catholic ideal of 
purity is presented in glowing terms 
and a distinction is drawn between hu- 
man love and animal love. God docs 
not tolerate disrespect for any of His 
laws, writes the author, but He is par- 
ticularly firm in His law concerning 
purity. Practical advice helps the stu- 
dent in a very direct manner to safe- 
guard his innocence and to prize the 
importance of purity in his own life. 
Christ’s legislation on permanency in 
marriage and on divorce sharpens the 
student’s sense of the purity and sacred- 
ness of the marriage relationship. He is 
led to see the wisdom.of Christ’s law, 
the need of prudence in choosing a life 
mate, the danger of mixed marriages, 
the evils of birth control. God’s plan 
for marriage makes marriage the hap- 
piest institution in the world for anyone 
who is not called to a higher life. His 
plan is still the most successful and the 

* Loyalty, The Commandments in Modern 
Life (Book II of Religion Essential Series). 


By Ferrell-Ellard (Loyola Univ. Press, Chi- 
cago, 1949). 
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happiest. His Church, following His 
plan, has had a program of education 
for the security of marriage and has 
conducted it for centuries according to 
a formula that has proved its worth. 
The student is led to understand and to 
follow the one plan that can truly guar- 
antee success and happiness in mar- 
riage. 

Collateral reading will reveal to the 
student the chief dangers that threaten 
the family today. Among these are the 
exaltation of the individual by the State 
at the expense of the family, and the 
modern facility of divorce, which breaks 
up families, encourages rash marriages 
and produces a laxer view of the obliga- 
tion of conjugal fidelity. Another 
danger is the deliberate limitation of 
the number of children in a family. 
This practice blinds parents to the chief 
end of the family, lessens the capacity 
of self-sacrifice, making of marriage a 
mere means of mutual gratification. 
The family is severely threatened today 
by the general laxity of opinion with 
regard to sexual immorality. This flows 
from the diminished influence of re- 
ligion and the feebler emphasis laid 
upon the heinousness of unchastity. 
The idle and frivolous lives of the 
women, both wives and daughters, in 
many wealthy families is also a men- 
ace. Emancipating themselves from 
self-sacrifice on behalf of the husband 
or the family, they look upon marriage 
as a social device which makes for ease 
of living. 


RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY 
ON THE DECLINE 


No less threatening to the welfare of 
the family is the decline of family au- 
thority among all classes, the dimin- 
ished obedience and respect imposed 
upon and exhibited by children. Im- 
perfect discipline makes for defective 
moral character and much unhappiness. 


The widespread and steadily increasing 
presence of women in industry is the 
final danger to which we call attention 
here. To this source we must trace the 
increased proportion of women who are 
less capable physically of undertaking 
the burdens of family life; to this source, 
too, we must trace an increase in the 
number of women who, owing to a delu- 
sive idea of independence, are disin- 
clined to marry. It is obvious that the 
family suffers also a weakening of 
family bonds and domestic authority. 
As Dr. John A. Ryan has written: 
“As the supreme causes of all these 
dangers to the family are the decay 
of religion and the growth of mate- 
rialistic views of life, so the future of 
the family will depend upon the ex- 
tent to which these forces can be 
checked. And experience seems to 
show that there can be no permanent 
middle ground between the material- 
istic ideal of divorce, so easy that the 
marital union will be terminable at 
the will of the parties, and the Cath- , 
olic ideal of marriage absolutely in- 
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dissoluble.’” 


When the author of Loyalty comes to 
speak of the close relationship between 
parents and children in the Christian 
family, he calls attention to the word 
of St. Thomas that we are bound to love 
more those who are nearer to us by ties 
of blood and other relationships. There 
is no closer tie than that of children 
and parents. Together they make up 
the home, the basie unit of society. 
Those who destroy the home, threaten 
society and civilization itself. The 
sanctity of the home is a gauge of 
civilization. 

Children owe their very lives to their 
parents. If one is grateful to him who 
saves his life, how much more grateful 
should he not be to his father and 
mother who gave him life? In accord 








3 The Catholic 
“Family,” p. 784. 


Encyclopedia, Vol. V, 
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with the design of almighty God, par- 
ents are responsible for the very exist- 
ence of their children. With utter de- 
votion they give themselves to the daily 
eare of the helpless human being en- 
trusted to them. God Himself enjoins 
upon children jn the Fourth Command- 
ment, “Honor thy father and thy 
mother.” The position and the work of 
parents entitle them to honor and re- 
spect on the part of their child. Flow- 
ing from this honor and respect is the 
true love which the child bears his par- 
ents. 

God Himself establishes parents as 
the head of the family and He puts 
children in the charge of their parents, 
te be directed, educated and trained for 
life temporal and life eternal. When 
the child disobeys, he dishonors his 
parents and declares war on their au- 
thority. Certainly the offending child 
cannot be said to love his parents when 
he attempts to destroy the law of the 
‘home appointed by the Creator. This 
challenge and overthrow of authority 
is the height of dishonor and disrespect, 
a denial of filial love. Our author 
analyzes the obligations of children in 
a number of short statements. 


HONORING PARENTS IN HOLY WRIT 


The first of these statements is this: 
Children must honor their parents be- 
cause God commands it, because by 
honoring their parents they honor God, 
and because their parents are their 
greatest benefactors. The scriptural 
support of the child’s obligation to 
honor his parents is abundant. The 
Fourth Commandment tells him: 


“Honor thy father and thy mother, 
that thou mayest be long-lived upon 
the land which the Lord thy God will 
give thee.” 
Again, in the Book of Ecclesiasticus we 
read: 
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“Honor thy father, and forget not 
the groanings of thy mother: Re- 
member that thou hadst not been 
born but through them: and make a 
return to them as they have done for 
thee” (vii: 29, 30). 

The sacred writer tells of the reward 

meted out to him who honors his par- 

ents: 


“He that honoureth his mother is as 

one that layeth up a treasure. He 

that honoureth his father shall have 
joy in his own children, and in the 
day of his prayer he shall be heard. 

He that honoureth his father shall 

enjoy a long life; and he that obeyeth 

the father shall be a comfort to his 
mother. He that feareth the Lord 
honoureth his parents, and will serve 
them as his masters that brought. him 
into the world. Honour thy father 
in word, and work, and all patienee, 
that a blessing may come upon thee 
from him, and his blessing may re- 
main in the latter end. The father’s 
blessing establisheth the houses of the 
children: but the mother’s curse 
rooteth up the foundation” (Ecclus. 

ill: 5-11). 

Our author makes the obligation of 
honor, very specific: Children honor 
their parents by paying them love, 
reverence, and obedience. Many pas- 
sages in Holy Scripture stress these ob- 
ligations of children. In the Book of 
Proverbs we read: 


“A wise son heareth the doctrine of 
his father: but he that is a scorner 
heareth not when he is reproved” 
(xiii: 1). 
In the third chapter of the Book of 
Ecclesiasticus we have a picture of ideal 
home life. There the child is given 
command: 


“Son, support the old age of thy 
father, and grieve him not in his life: 
And if his understanding fail, have 
patience with him, and despise him 
not when thou art in thy strength: 
for the relieving of the father shall 
not be forgotten. For good shall be 
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repaid to thee for the sin of thy 
mother, And in justice thou shalt ve 
built up, and in the day of affliction 
thou shalt be remembered: and thy 
sins shall melt away as the ice in the 
fair Warm weather” (14-17). 


The punishment of the Old Law upon 
the son who was disrespectful and dis- 
obedient was severe. In the Book of 
Deuteronomy we read: 


“Tf a man have a stubborn and un- 
ruly son, who will not hear the com- 
mandments of his father or mother, 
and being corrected slighteth obedi- 
ence: They shall take him and bring 
him to the ancients of the city, and 
to the gate of judgment, And shall 
say to them: This our son is rebel- 
lious and stubborn, he slighteth hear- 
ing our admonitions, he giveth himself 
to revelling, and to debauchery and 
banquetings: The people of the city 
shal] stone him: and he shall die, that 
you may take away the evil out of 
the midst of you, and all Israel hear- 
ing it may be afraid” (xxi: 18-21). 
“My son, keep the commandments 
of thy father, and forsake not the law 
of thy mother” (Prov. vi: 20). “Hear 
ve children, the instruction of a 
father, and attend, that you may 
know prudence” (Prov. iv: 1). 


Thirdly, our author cautions children 
to show their love for their parents by 


helping them and praying for them. 
Holy Writ tells us: 


“He that afflicteth his father and 
chaseth away his mother is infamous 
and unhappy” (Prov. xix: 26). 

“He that curseth his father and 
mother, his lamp shall be put out in 
the midst of darkness” (Prov. xx: 20). 
“No good shall come to the deceitful 
son” (Prov. xiv: 15). 


Children reverence their parents by 
showing them respect as holding God’s 
place, writes our author in his fourth 
statement, by receiving their corrections 
willingly, by excusing and hiding their 
faults, and by always speaking to them 
politely. 


“Of what an evil fame is he that for- 
saketh his father! and he is cursed of 
God that angereth his mother” 
(Eeclus. ili: 18). 

“The eye that mocketh at his father 
and that despiseth the labor of his 
nother in bearing him, let the ravens 
of the brook pick it out, and the 
young eagles eat it” (Prov. xxx: 17). 


WHOM AND HOW TO OBEY 


Exact, prompt, and yngrudging obedi- 
ence is counseled in the fifth statement: 
Children should obey by doing just 
what they are told, at once, and without 
excuse or complaint. The remaining 
statements speak of other duties of the 
child. He must honor and obey his 
spiritual superiors, his civil rulers and 
all who have a right to command him. 
Guardians, legitimately appointed to 
take the place of parents, merit the 
same obedience as the parents. By the 
same token, children must respect and 
obey their teachers because they repre- 
sent the parents and have authority 
from them. 

Children advancing in age grow in 
capacity to help with certain household 
chores. Parents should develop for 
them an expanding participation in 
these chores, for this participation is 
part of training for life that children 
should have. Soon they will be men and 
women and the home has failed in its 
duty to them if it neglects to prepare 
them for taking care of their own homes. 
This is particularly true of girls, for 
women in every walk of life will have 
need of household skills. Young men, 
too, should develop certain capacities 
that will enable them to contribute to 
the maintenance of their new homes and 
to give valuable instruction to their 
children. 

It seems odd to say that there may 
come a time in the life of a child when 
he is bound to disobey. The Acts of the 
Apostles give.us an example of this. St. 
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Peter, forbidden to preach the name of 
Jesus, gave this answer: “We must obey 
God rather than men” (Acts v: 29). 
No child can comply with a parental 
order to do anything contrary to God’s 
command. Parental authority may be 
used only in accordance with God’s law. 
Boys and girls of the tenth grade cer- 
tainly know that they are personally 
obliged to go to Mass on Sunday. They 
are cautioned of course to disobey their 
parents only when the thing commanded 
is clearly and undeniably sinful. Filial 
love requires grown children to succor 
their parents when in need. Parents 
should not make themselves destitute 
in their generosity to their children. The 
Book of Ecclesiasticus gives this ad- 
vice: 
“Give not to son or wife, brother or 
friend, power over thee while thou 
livest, and give not thy estate to 
another: lest thou repent and thou 
entreat for the same. As long as thou 
livest, and hast breath in thee, let no 
man change thee. For it is better 
that thy children should ask of thee, 


than that thou look toward the hands 
of children” (xxxiii: 20—22). 


Children properly trained will be the 
joy of their parents in their old age. 


CHRIST’S EXAMPLE OF OBEDIENCE 


There is a modern view that questions 
the value of obedience. The Christian 
with the example of his Lord and Mas- 
ter before him does not agree with this 
view. Christ gave us the perfect ex- 
ample of obedience. Returning at the 
age of twelve with Joseph and Mary to 
Nazareth, He “was subject to them” 
until He began His public life at the 
age of thirty. He said of Himself that 
He came to do not His own will, “but 
the will of Him who sent me.” Saint 
Paul says of our Lord that He became 
“obedient to death, even to death on a 
cross.” Christ was obedient to the high 


734 


priest, to Pontius Pilate, to everyone 
who represented legitimate authority, 
for He knew that all legitimate author- 
ity is from God. We have a beautiful 
example of obedience in the conduct of 
Mary and Joseph. We read of their 
obedience to the Roman edicts and the 
Jewish law. Christ demanded obedi- 
ence of His followers. His followers 
obeyed all legitimate civil authority, 
except when it conflicted with the law 
of God. 

Prompt and perfect obedience merits 
the reward of the Lord. 


“Doth the Lord desire holocausts 
and victims, and not rather that the 
voice of the Lord should be obeyed? 
For obedience is better than sacrifices, 
and to hearken rather than to offer 
the fat of rams” (I Kings xv: 22). 
“Hearken diligently to Me, and eat 
that which is good, and your soul 
shall be delighted in fatness. Incline 
your ear, and come to Me: hear, and 
your soul shall live: and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with you, the 
faithful mercies of David” (Isaias 
lv: 2,3). 
Jesus says of His own: “My sheep hear 
my voice: and I know them, and they 
follow me” (John x: 27). Many other 
texts of St. John stress this demand for 
obedience. Equally emphatic is the 
Sacred Text in speaking of the gravity 
and punishment of disobedience. We 
read in the first chapter of Isaias: 


“Tf you be willing, and will hearken 
to me, you shall eat the good things 
of the land. But if you will not, and 
will provoke me to wrath, the sword 
shall devour you, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken it” (19, 20). 


CHURCH TEACHING ON OBEDIENCE 


The Catholie teaching in regard to 
obedience is well summarized by Fr. 
Joseph F. Delany.* He tells us that 


* The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. XT, “Ohe- 
dience,” pp. 181-182. 
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obedience enjoys a primacy of honor 
among the moral virtues. Obedience 
makes a man yield up the most dearly 
prized stronghold of the individual soul, 
the human will, in order to do the good 
pleasure of his Creator. The obedient 
man not only does what is actually en- 
joined but does it with a mind to for- 
mally fall in with the will of the com- 
mander. 

We are bound, first of all, to offer an 
unreserved service to almighty God in 
all His commands. On the other hand 
the obligation of obedience to superiors 
under God admits of limitations. No 
superior, not even a parent, can claim 
obedience in contravention of the dis- 
positions of a higher authority. The 
ordinances of God cannot validly be 
used against Him. It is this recogni- 
tion of the authority of God vicariously 
exercised through a human agent that 
confers upon the act of obedience its 
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special merit. 


Writes Fr. Delany: 


“No hard and fast rule can be set 
down for determining the degree of 
guilt of the sin of disobedience. Re- 
garded formally as a deliberate scorn- 
ing of the authority itself, it would 
involve a divorce between the soul 
and the supernatural principle of 
charity which is tantamount to a 
grevious sin. As a matter of fact 
many other things have to be taken 
account of, as the greater or less 
advertence in the act, the relatively 
important or trifling character of the 
thing imposed, the manner of enjoin- 
ing, the right of the person who com- 
mands. For such reasons the sin will 
frequently be esteemed venial.” 


When the adolescent is taught the 
beauty of obedience and the treason of 
disobedience, as Loyalty teaches it to 
the tenth grade student, we can hope for 
his strong advance in this virtue. 
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On the Number of Black Masses 
Epitor: 

Is the Church dead or militant? 
Shall we avandon the living and only 
pray for the dead? Every morning of 
the week, except Sundays, the black 
knights in muutary array march to 
every altar and say or sing Requiem 
Masses, though not in all areas. 

A devout lay person said, “Shall we 
throw away our missals and just get an 
undertaker s prayer book’’? I ask, too, 
whether we shall abandon the saints 
and do away with all their beautiful 
feasts and also completely forget the 
Votive Masses. 

Kach morning I wait. Feast of St. 
Vincent de Paul—all black masses. 
The feasts of Sts. Francis Xavier, 
Assisi, de Sales—all black Masses. On 
First Friday, the day of reparation to 
the Sacred Heart, thousands crowd our 
churches—and all the Masses are black. 
Saturday is our Lady’s day, and on 
the First Saturday the Mass of the 
Rosary is the Votive Mass given to 
Fatima. The Masses are all requiems, 
what our altar boys call “short-cut 
Masses.” Such is my experience. 

Now is the year of Mary, and the 
Holy Father has given us the great 
privilege of saving the Votive Mass of 
the Immaculate Conception (Lourdes). 
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You guessed it: all black Masses. I 
wonder if our Lady is in mourning and 
if Heaven sends only black angels to 
the altars. 

People will not make an offering, we 
hear, unless the Mass is in black? ‘This 
cannot be, for lay people are better edu- 
cated and would never refuse a Mass 
for a dear one on Christmas day or 
Easter Sunday. 

I know, of course, that black Masses 
are valid, that one Mass is as good as 
another. I know too, that the Chureh 
should be joyful and consoling, giving 
a lift and blessing to the devout daily 
attendants. Roman Catholies are mili- 
tant and happy warriors. Let us, then, 
honor our heroes, the saints and the 
greatest one—‘The Cause of Our Joy” 
—Mary, Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

If necessary, and rubrics allow, two 
black Masses a week ‘(including fu- 
nerals) would be sufficient for each 
priest. In this way we shall stop the 
monotonous march of the black knights. 

Is not a Mass for the saints as bene- 
ficial for the poor souls as a requiem? 
Then the beautiful orations (Holy 
(;host, Peace, Thanksgiving) can be in- 
cluded and with a smile our people will 
go off to work or school, and the mothers 
back to their homes for their will not 
be the continual dirge of Dies Irae. 

Now Mary is begging for acts of 
penance and reparation, and we priests 
can and should be the leaders, for Mary 
loves us with the greatest love. Some 
suggestions, therefore: 1) Give up our 
Christmas collections to the poor and 
unemployed. 2) Give every dollar of 
the Poor Souls’ collection to the Propa- 
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gation of the Faith for Masses in the 
poorest missions. 3) Refuse to take any 
offerings or fees for baptisms, funerals 
and weddings. Surely, then, we should 
have heaven on earth for the harvest of 
souls would be miraculous. Peace 
comes from poverty. 

JoHN J. M. KeLiy 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Suggested Additional Mysteries 
EDITOR: 


Every year as we approach May, I 
have had a recurrent thought about 
the rosary which I have never put 
down in black and white. 

The rosary is a series of prayers dur- 
ing the recitation of which “the mind 
meditates or dwells on the principal 
mysteries of the life, death and resur- 
rection of our Lord.” 

Good. But did you ever start to 
think of all the mysteries in our Lord’s 
life that’ are not meditated on in the 
rosary and that would be most fertile 
sources of meditation? Consider these, 


for example: Adoration of the Magi; 
Flight into Egypt; Slaughter of the In- 
nocents; Baptism of Jesus; Temptation 
in the Desert; Wedding Feast at Cana; 
the Hucksters Driven from the Temple; 
Miraculous Draught of Fishes; Healing 
of the Leper; Pool of Bethesda; Sermon 
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on the Mount; Multiplication of Loaves 
and Fishes; Promise of the Eucharist; 
Confession and Primacy of Peter; the 
Transfiguration; Entry into Jerusalem; 
Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem; Last Sup- 
per; Jesus before the Sanhedrin; Denial 
of Peter; Jesus before Herod; Jesus Is 
Sent Back to Pilate; Dream of Pilate’s 
Wife; Crowd Chooses Barabbas; Pilate 
Washes His Hands; Burial of the 
Savior; Appearance of Jesus on the 
Road to Emmaus; Appearance of Jesus 
in the Supper Room; Thomas Refuses 
to Believe; etc., ete. 

Why, then, might there not be other 
groups of mysteries besides those which 
we always use? There follow some 


suggestions. 


The Triumphant Mysteries: (1) 
Adoration of the Magi; (2) The 
Threefold Temptation; (3) The 
Transfiguration; (4) The Entry into 
Jerusalem; (5) Thomas Acknowl- 
edges the Risen Savior. 

The Domestic Mysteries (which 
should be beloved of parents, house- 
wives, servants, etc.): (1) The Hid- 
den Life of Jesus; (2) The Wedding 
Feast at Cana; (3) Martha and 
Mary; (4) Mary Magdalene Wipes 
the Feet of Jesus; (5) The Daughter 
of Jairus Is Restored to Her Parents. 

The Legal Mysteries (recom- 
mended to lawyers, internal revenue 
employees, judges, ete.): (1) The 
Paralytic Healed on the Sabbath; 
(2) The Apostles Pluck Wheat on the 
Sabbath; (3) Jesus Condemns the 
Pharisaical Ablutions; (4) Jesus 
Castigates the Scribes and Pharisees; 
(5) Jesus Approves of Tribute to 
Caesar. 

The Miraculous Mysteries (doc- 
tors, nurses, etc.): (1) Cure of the 
Demoniac (Luke iv: 33); (2) Heal- 
ing of the Leper (Luke v: 12); (3) 
The Paralytic Arises and Goes into 
His House (Luke v: 18): (4) The 
Man with the Withered Hand; (5) 
The Widow’s Son Brought to Life 
(Luke vii: 11). 

The Commercial Mysteries (busi- 
nessmen, bankers, efficiency experts, 
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ete.): (1) The Traders Driven from 
the Temple; (2) Levi, the Publican, 
Follows Jesus; (3) Jesus at the Ban- 
quet of Publicans (Matt. ix: 10); 
(4) Zacheus Receives Jesus into His 
House; (5) Judas Betrays Jesus. 

The Humble Mysteries: (1) The 
Circumcision; (2) The Baptism of 
Jesus; (3) The Flight into Egypt; 
(4) Jesus Driven trom the Syna- 
gogue; (5) Peter Denies Jesus. 

The Missionary Mysteries: (1) 
Nicodemus and the New Birth; (2) 
The Samaritan Woman at the Well; 
(3) Jesus Chooses the Twelve 
Apostles; (4) The Primacy of Peter; 
(5) The Apostles Sent to Teach All 
Nations. 

The Eucharistic Mysteries: (1) 
Multiplication of the Loaves and 
Fishes; (2) Jesus Walks on the 


CHURCH 


Waves; (3) Promise of the Mucharist; 
(4) ‘The Last Supper; (5) Jesus 
Breaks Bread at Emmaus. 


And might I, in last place, enumer- 
ate The Piscatorial Mysteries? 


(1) Jesus Chooses Fishermen to Be 

His Apostles; (2) Jesus Teaches the 

Multitude from a Boat: (3) The 

Miraculous Draught of Fishes; (4) 

The Stater Taken from the Fish’s 

Mouth (Matt. xvii: 26); (5) Jesus 

Appears to His Disciples at the Sea 

of Tiberias. 

Probably your learned 
readers will be able to evolve many 
other and better combinations. 

(Very Rev.) Epwarp 8. ScHWEGLER 
Grand Island, N. Y. 
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QO UESTIONS ANswerep 


, By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 





Changing Words of Prayer at 
Mass 


(Juestion: In our diocese during the 
Marian Year we have as an oratio 
iumperata pro re gravi the oration from 
the Mass of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion. Jn the secret of one of our missals, 
the word commemoratione is placed in 
parentheses after the word sollemnitate. 
A more recent edition does not have this 
word inserted. When reciting this 
prayer as an oratio imperata, whic 
word should we read? Also, when the 
general rubrics require a commemora- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin at the Mass 
of the day, is this oratio imperata to be 
recited, or should it be omitted from 
that Mass? 

READER. 


Answer: The general norm for 
prayers of the kind mentioned is that 
words proper to the actual feast are 
changed, for votive Masses, into terms 
such as memoria or commemoratio. 
Therefore, when the Masses are cele- 
brated at other times of the year, words 
such as annua and hodierna die are 
omitted.!. Father O’Connell makes a 
specific application of this rule to the 
Mass of the Immaculate Conception in 
which, he says, the sollemnitate of the 
secret is to be changed to commemora- 
tione when the Mass is offered as a vo- 
tive Mass.? The same rule would hold 
when the prayer of the Mass is desig- 


nated as an oratio imperata. The in- 


"1 Tractatus de Rubhricis Missalis Romani. 
By Aug. Croegaert (Dessain, Malines, 1935), 
p. 33. 

* The Celebration of Mass. By J. O'Connell 
(Bruce, Milwaukee, 1944), p. 72. 
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sertion of the alternate term com- 
memoratione in certain missals seems 
to be intended merely as a convenience 
for the celebrant. Omission of the ad- 
ditional word in other editions does not 
change the general rule. 

In a Mass in honor of the Blessed 
Virgin, or when the rubrics require a 
commemoration of her, the oratio im- 
perata will be omitted. There is no 
decree or rubric touching exactly upon 
this point, but the conclusion follows 
from the general rules concerning the 
Mass and is in accord with the axiom: 
De eodem bis non fit in eadem Missa. 

The omission of the prayer of the 
Blessed Virgin in the present case con- 
forms to the practice approved by two 
decrees of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites. In the first of these,* the Sacred 
Congregation ordered omission of the 
oratio imperata pro pace on the feast 
of St. Irenzeus, because the secret and 
the posteommunion are the same as 
those in the Mass of the feast, save for 
Likewise, 
we are to omit the oratio imperata pro 


insertion of the saint’s name. 


Papa on the anniversary of the bishop’s 
election and consecration, because the 
two prayers are practically the same.‘ 
The rule on repetition of prayers is 
found in the General Rubries of the 
Missal. There it is prescribed that, 


*Decreta Authentica Congregationis Sac- 
rorum Rituum (Rome, 1898), February 29, 
1868. D.A. 3146. 

* March 5, 1870. D.A. 3213 ad 1. 

5 Rubricae Generales Missalis. VII, 8. 




















methods. 


Parish 


Street 


Town. 


Pastor 


DO YOU NEED MONEY TO 
BUILD 
EXPAND—MODERNIZE 
or for 
DEBT REDUCTION 


YOU HAVE IT RIGHT IN YOUR 
OWN PARISH 


* 


IT TAKES “KNOW-HOW” TO 

TRANSFER IT FROM YOUR 

PARISH TO THE CHURCH 
TREASURY FUND 


* 


We are specialists in Catholic 
Fund Raising Activities 


Inquiry or consultation entails no obligation 


FLYNN, GOULD & ASSOCIATES 


Flynn, Gould & Associates 
5 Railroad Avenue 


Freeport, New York 


(Please I rint) 


_State____— 




















I am interested in knowing further facts on “Catholic Fund Raising.” 
Without cost or obligation please send me full information as to your 











74l 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


WITH DISTINCTION 
FROM TIFFIN 


ALTARS 


CREDENCE TABLES 








CONFESSIONALS 





QUALITY SINCE 1874 


A complete line of church furniture 
— bound to appeal — built to endure. 


ane \KKIN 


Manufachuring Co. | 





77 MELMORE STREET TIFFIN, OHIO 


742 





when one prayer is the same as another, 
the second one should be taken from 
the Common if the first was proper, and 
that an alternate prayer should be 
chosen from the Common if the first 
prayer has already come from there. 
Liturgists state that this rule is appli- 
cable not only when the words are the 
same, but also when the sense is entirely 
the same in both prayers.® There is the 
further rubrical norm that “in the Mass 
of any mystery or saint, the same mys- 
tery or saint is not commemorated.’ 
This refers directly to insertion of a sec- 
ond prayer in the Mass, but the same 
rule is logically applied to eliminate a 
second commemoration of the same 
saint or the same mystery. Repetition 
of this kind is to be avoided, according 
to the rubrics and the cited decrees of 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites. From 
these we see that, in the case proposed, 
it is proper to omit the oratio imperata 
taken from the Mass of the Immaculate 
Conception, because this prayer would 
follow the others that are required by 
the rubrics of the day and would con- 
stitute an improper repetition. 


Catholics and Royal Neighbors 


Question: Some time ago one of the 
ladies of my parish joined the Royal 
Neighbors of America. Before joining, 
she was assured that it is not an organi- 
zation similar to the Eastern Star, 
where a certain amount of worship or 
Bible reading enters into the regular 
meetings. However, in the very first 
meeting, readings from the Scriptures 
held an important place. Now she is 
much disturbed, and would like to know 
whether or not this society is forbidden 
by the Church. Can you give me any 
information on this organization, and 
tell me if it has been condemned by the 

° Praxis Celebrandi. By Michael Gatterer, 
S.J. (Rauch, Oeniponte, 1940), n. 71. 

*O’Connell, op. cit.; p. 177. 
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Church? 
PasTor. 

Answer: There is a fairly lengthy ac- 
count of the Royal Neighbors of 
America to be found in a publication of 
some years ago, which gives a wealth of 
information on various associations of 
this kind.’ This lodge is declared to be 
the female auxiliary of the Modern 
Woodmen of America, and it is stated 
that prayers are said and that hymns 
are sung at the meetings. The order, 
according to the author, uses an elabo- 
rate secret ritual, analysis of which 
shows that the Royal Neighbors have 
an altar, that they have a religious test, 
that a divine blessing is asked, that 
passages from the Bible are read at the 
meetings and that one of the basic 
principles of the organization is “faith.” 
The comment of the author upon his 
findings is that it is inexplicable how a 
society with all of these religious fea- 
tures can claim not to be a religious 
organization. We eannot guarantee 
that the ritual of the present day con- 
forms to the earlier one that has just 
heen deseribed briefly. Nevertheless, 
there is no reason to judge that the basic 
pattern altered in the last 
thirty vears or so. What, then, is the 
status of the Catholic woman who has 
joined this group? 

Canon 2335 imposes the penalty of 
excommunication, simply reserved to 
the Holy See, for joining the Masons 
or other similar societies, that is, those 
which against the 
Church or against legitimate civil au- 
thority. It does not appear that Canon 
2335 can rightly be considered appli- 
the Royal Neighbors of 


has been 


societies scheme 


cable to 
America. 

However, Canon 684 applies to this 
case. It says that the faithful “shall 
beware of secret, condemned, seditious, 


* A Dictionary of Secret and Other Societies. 
Compiled by Arthur Preuss (Herder, St. Louis, 
1924), pp. 417-419. 
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or suspect societies, and of those whici 
strive to withdraw themselves from the 
vigilance of the Church.” Various or- 
ganizations, such as the Knights of 
Pythias, with their women’s auxiliaries, 
are commonly listed as condemned un- 
der this canon. The Modern Woodmen 
and the Royal Neighbors are not found 
under this classification. 

Nevertheless, the Royal Neighbors of 
America appear to fall under the head- 
ing of secret and suspect societies. The 
ritual reported by Preuss states that the 
candidate is required to undertake the 
following obligation: “I do, upon my 
most sacred honor, promise that I will 
not reveal or communicate this work to 
anyone, except to one whom I know to 
be a member of this Society.” Keeping 
among the members of any organization 
the knowledge of the affairs of the group 
is not necessarily wrong or forbidden. 
However, the implication of the promise 
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quoted above is that this private in- 
formation may be revealed to no out- 
sider, including legitimate civil and 
ecclesiastical authorities. 

Furthermore, the religious influence 
or tone of the organization, and various 
other features that have been brought 
out in the -deseription of it, make it 
clear that Catholics do not properly 
enjoy membership in such a group. Un- 
less there were some really grave rea- 
son, because of which passive member- 
ship could not at this time be discon- 
tinued, it seems that a Catholic would 
be obliged to sever her connections with 
the society. If grave reason for con- 
tinuing as a member should seem to be 
present, the prudent course for the 
pastor would be to submit the entire 
matter to the judgment of the local 
Ordinary. As the case is presented, 
this step will not be necessary, because 
the Catholic woman is properly dis- 
posed and wishes to do what is right, 
being disturbed in conscience by the 
practices that she found among her new 
associates. 


Purifying the Ciborium 


Question: Under the new regulations 
for the Eucharistic fast, if there is a 
ciborium to be purified, and the cele- 
brant has another Mass to say, should 
the ciborium be purified with plain 
water and the ablutions be consumed 
by the priest, or should the ciborium be 
kept in the tabernacle until the last 
Mass, when it could be purified with 
water and wine? 

VICARIUS. 

Answer: Unless the next Mass cele- 
brated by the binating priest is to fol- 
low at once, without any interruption 
between Masses, he is permitted to take 
the usual ablutions, using only water, 
and not wine.’ We are here taking for 





*Pius XII, Apostolic Constitution Christus 
Dominus, January 6, 1953, Acta Apost. Sedis, 
Vol. XLV, p. 22; Variationes in Rubricis Mis- 
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granted the exception made by the Holy 
See for the priest who inadvertently 
takes wine at the ablutions of the first 
Mass. The new discipline, therefore, 
allows the taking of the ablutions in the 
ordinary manner. It requires only that 
water alone, without wine, be used for 
the ablutions. 

According to the general rule, when 
the ablutions are taken at Mass, it is 
customary and proper to purify a cibo- 
rium that has been emptied. Although 
the papal documents do not specifically 
mention the point under discussion, 
there is every reason to hold that the 
customary procedure will continue to 
be followed in purifying a ciborium. 
It is lawful for the celebrant of the Mass 
to consume the fragments of the Sacred 
Species that remain in the ciborium,!° 
and it is proper for him to consume 
those fragments when a ciborium has 
been emptied. Furthermore, the water 
that is drunk at the ablutions does not 
break the Eucharistic fast. Under the 
new discipline, natural water never 
breaks the fast. 

The only question, then, is whether 
or not it is lawful to drink the water 
after it has been placed in the ciborium 
and has been used to purify that vessel. 
The rubrics now permit the celebrant 
to take water for the ablutions, and 
there is no prohibition against using the 
water to purify a ciborium before it is 
drunk by the priest. There is no ex- 
plicit mention of this point in the new 
regulations, presumably because it was 
not thought to be necessary. The priest 
is permitted to do what he would ordi- 
narily do at the ablutions in the Mass, 
save only that he is to use water, and 
not wine. 
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Blessed Virgin as Titular of 
Church 


Question: Since our church is dedi- 
cated to our Blessed Mother as St. 
Mary’s, what day of the year would you 
suggest that we celebrate as the titular 
feast? 

PaROCHUS. 
The titular feast of the 
church in this case will be that of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
The Sacred Congregation of Rites has 
declared that, if a church is dedicated 
to Our Lady under a title which does 
not have a special feast of its own, the 
feast of the Assumption is to be re- 
garded as its titular feast.1! The titular 
feast of any church is to be observed 
every vear,'? and has the rank of a 
Double of the First Class with a com- 
mon octave. Because this is the same 
liturgical rank as that for the feast of 
the Assumption, the priests attached to 
the church need merely to follow the 
regular Ordo for both the Mass and the 
divine office. 


Answer: 


Childrens’ Confessions 


(Question: When children about ten 
vears old confess “nasty things,” should 
the confessor inquire to learn just what 


"$C. of Rites, op. cit., March 10, 1787, D.A. 
2529, ad 1, 2. 
% Canon 1168, § 2. 
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is their understandjng of this expres- 
sion? 
SACERDOS. 

Answer: If a young child uses in his 
confession terms like those about which 
Sacerdos inquires, some effort should 
be made to learn just what he means by 
them. Expressions such as “bad things” 
can easily have no reference at all to 
matters of purity for the very young. 
However, the priest should first tell 
them that he is asking a question or two 
only to help them, because youngsters 
may not really know what is meant by 
words like this, and because they may 
think that something is a sin when it 
really is not. The confessor can then 
ask, “Just what do you mean by nasty 
things?” If the child tells him, the 
priest can give the necessary proper 
advice. If the penitent shows unwill- 
ingness or inability to give a more 
specific answer, the matter should not 
be pressed, because of the dangers in- 
volved. The priest must be careful not 
to start giving “sex instructions” in the 
confessional, and still more must be on 
guard when the penitent is a very young 
child. 

In any case, the confessor should en- 
courage the child to make use of posi- 
tive means, such as daily prayer and 
frequent Holy Communion, so that he 
may always be pure and holy and show 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





his love for Our Lord. It may be ad- 
visable to add that, whenever the child 
has questions to ask about matters of 
purity, or about what is right or wrong, 
he will do well to ask his mother or 
father. The priest can also prudently 
let the youngster know that he need not 
fear to ask the priest’s help whenever 
he may be troubled by problems of this 
kind, and that his questions will be 
kept in confidence. 


Is Antependium Obligatory? 


Question: Is the antependium of 
obligation for all altars? Will a “fall” 
(eight or ten inches long) of the top 
altar cloth, or of lacy material with 
gold-like threads shot through it, law- 
fully take the place of the antepen- 
dium? 

INEXPERT. 


According to the General 


Answer: 


Rubrics of the Missal, the altar at 
which the holy sacrifice of the Mass is 
offered should be ornamented with an 
antependium (pallium) of a color cor- 
responding to the feast or the Office of 
the day, so far as this is possible.’ 
The Caeremoniale Episcoporum also di- 
rects that an antependium should be 
used, but it qualifies this statement by 
adding, “if the altar be separated from 
the wall.’’!4 

Hence, we find it said that “the ru- 
brics of the Roman Missal prescribe an 
antependium for every altar on which 
the holy sacrifice of the Mass is to be 


® Rubr. Gen. Missalis, Tit. XX: “Altare, in 
quo sacrosanctum Missae_ sacrificium cele- 
brandum est Pallio quoque ornetur 
coloris, quoad fieri potest, diet Festo vel Officio 
convenientis.” 

“1, ii, 0. 21. 
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celebrated.’”!?®> The quoad fiert potest 
of the Missal is apparently here taken 
to apply to the color, and not to the use 
of an antependium. Neverthless, other 
writers on the rubrics are not so posi- 
tive in their demands, and state that 
the obligation of using an antependium 
either does not exist, or that it ceases 
to exist in certain cases. 

Callewaert declares that the ante- 
pendium is not required by precept, and 
that it was not so required even in 
earlier times, when it was in common 
use. He says of the prescription of the 
Caeremoniale Episcoporum that it re- 
fers only to the principal feasts, and 
that even then it is not preceptive. 
According to Callewaert, the same is 
true of the rubrie of the Missal, as is 

” The Church Edifice and Its Appointments, 


By Harold E. Collins (Newman, Westminster, 
Md., 1946), p. 136. 
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shown by the usage that exists to the 
contrary. The most that can be said, 
according to this commentator, is that 
the use of the antependium is to be 
strongly recommended, as is the change 
of the colors according to the feast.!® 

Wapelhorst speaks of the obligation, 
but says that it ceases to exist in vari- 
ous circumstances, which are fairly 
numerous.'* For example, he makes 
an exception for an altar constructed of 
stone, or of wood ornamented with 
metal work. 

Dom Roulin, despite his devotion to 
liturgical propriety, says of this matter 
that the rubrics do not lay down an ab- 
solute rule, but that they declare, with 
the proverbial prudence of Rome, that 
an antependium is to be used, so far as 
possible. He goes on to ask, “Where is 
the impossibility ?”!® 

The final answer to the question ap- 
pears to be that there is no certain, posi- 
tive obligation to make use of an ante- 
pendium, and that whatever obligation 
is held by some writers to exist would 
apply only to an altar at which Mass 
is celebrated. Even there, however, the 
existence of a true precept is denied by 
reputable authors, and one can safely 
in conscience follow their teaching. 
Needless to remark, all ornamentation 
of the altar should be in good taste, and 
the use of an appropriate antependium 
is to be recommended. Sometimes good 
taste would urge the use of one in order 
to cover an altar which, in appearance, 
is not all that it should be. 


%De Missalis Romani Liturgia. By C. 
Callewaert (Beyaert, Brugis, 1937), n. 435. 


™ Compendium Sacrae Liturgiae. By In- 
nocentius Wapelhorst. O.F.M.; revised by 
Aurelius Bruegge, O.F.M. (Benziger, Cincin- 
nati, 1931), n. 20. 


%Vestments and Vesture. 


By Dom E. A. 


Roulin, O.S.B.. translated by Dom Justin 
McCann, OS.B. (Newman Press. 1950), p. 
156. 
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A Reviewer Raises 
Some Questions 
FRANCISCAN Lire IN Curist. By Mark 

Stier, O.F.M.Cap. (St. Anthony 

Guild Press, Paterson, N. J.) , 286 pp. 

$3.00. 

There is a certain paradox about the 
writing of books which present a “school 
of spirituality’”—a Franciscan spiritu- 
ality, a Dominican spirituality. It lies 
in the fact that what is presented is 
meant only- to be a means to an end, 
but has all the appearances of being an 
end in itself. 

Franciscan Life in Christ gives us a 
very thorough exposition of Franciscan 
spirituality. From this viewpoint it 
will serve a most useful purpose for 
those who have only a partial picture of 
the Franciscan way of life, for those 
who have to give conferences to mem- 
bers of the three Orders, and for those 
who wish to go further into the study of 
Franciscanism. 

The word “thorough” is used deliber- 
ately because Father Mark Stier, 
O.F.M.Cap., has given a very compre- 
hensive study of the many aspects of 
the spiritual life as it affects the lives 
of men and women within the cloister, 
and as it may affect the lives of those 
drawn to St. Francis in the world. It 
illustrates not only the ideals of St. 
Francis, but goes into the very practical] 
details as to how those ideals have been 
captured and made real by the sons and 
daughters of the Seraphic Saint. 

It seems to us that the author has had 
in mind the many directors, whether of 
those in the cloister or those guiding the 
members of the Third Order in the 


world, and his manner of presenting the 
Franciscan way of life will certainly be 
a great boon to those who have such a 
necessary and exacting task. This is 
not only true from the point of view of 
the matter and form of this book, but 
equally true of the many suggestive 
sources used by the author with great 
effect to present his findings. 

Franciscan Life in Christ gives a sub- 
stantial historical background to the 
origins and continuance of Franciscan 
spirituality, and it contains much in the 
field of doctrine and ascetic-mystical 
theology, given in a simple and unaf- 
fected style, which will be of value to 
those who have the direction of souls of 
whatever Order or organization of lay- 
men and women. He weds together the 
particular spirituality of his own 
Family to that of the Gospels in such a 
manner that the one is the illustration of 
the other. Nor does the author neglect 
the power of the liturgy as a means of 
furthering the interior life of the soul 
and furnishing the body with a means 
of spiritual expression. 

If there is one criticism that will arise 
from this book, on a more academic 
level, it is one that is intrinsic to the 
very character and purpose of the work 
and one that does not originate with the 
authorship. 

Though the author is himself aware 
of the paradox with which we started 
this review, he does not altogether es- 
cape from it. 

Though Fr. Mark expressly states, 
“We do not pretend that Franciscan 
spirituality is better than any other 
school; still less that it is the only one,” 
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it seems that he so tries to identify 
Franciscan spirituality with Christ and 
the Gospels that there is no other way of 
life for the Franciscan, cleric of layman, 
than an imitation of St. Francis. This 
is both true and false. It is true that if 
a son or daughter of St. Francis could 
identify the interior life with that of St. 
Francis, he or she would be that much 
nearer to an imitation of Christ. But it 
is equally true that there are many 
saints, within and without the Order, 
who have made Christ and the Gospels 
their one and only means and goal. 

Franciscanism, Dominicanism, Jesu- 
itism, ete., are, by their very nature, 
limitations, particularizations of the 
Gospel life. The sponsors of these 
“ways of life’ have a tendency so to 
identify the particular way with the 
Gospel itself that it is difficult to escape 
from the criticism that they are rather 
monopolizing the Way. For instance, 
the author (p. 79) writes: 


“Let us understand our responsibility. 
If we lose our characteristic Francis- 
can way of life, we thereby lose our 
very right to exist in the Church of 
Jesus Christ.” 
Though this statement in its context can 
be very readily understood for the truth 
the author means to convey, it also ex- 
presses a question mark which neces- 
sarily arises in connection with this 
book and many of its kind. Is there 
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not a danger of mistaking the means for 
the end, of insisting upon the imitation 
of a way of life that has lost something 
of its power of adaptability to new and 
immediate purposes, a clinging to his- 
toric limitations? There have been in- 
cidents in the history of the Franciscan 
Order when a member or members have 
been called “unorthodox” because they 
wished to be more exacting in the imi- 
tation of the Gospels, less exacting in 
the particular form of Franciscanism 
then practised. Some became saints, 
some became heretics! 


AntTHony J. Pattison, O.F.M. Cap. 


Giuseppe Sarto—Humble Giant 


Pius X, A Country Priest. By Igino 
Giordani. Translated by Thomas |. 
Tobin (Bruce Publishing Co., Mil- 
waukee, Wis.), 208 pp. $3.25. 

The anniversary of the election of 
Pius X to the throne of Peter, his recent 
beatification, and the soon-to-be can- 
onization, have prompted many articles 
and the publication of a few biographies. 
Each of these new biographies has been 
welcomed and undoubtedly eagerly 
read by the many admirers of this out- 
standing Pope with the hope of a few 
additional facts to highlight the story 
of his youthful years and priestly apos- 
tolate. The Giordani biography, a 
popular one, is especially opportune 
since it gives the viewpoint of an Italian 
author in addition to those we already 
possess by American, English and 
French writers. 

A major factor in Giordani’s biog- 
raphy is the condensation of the earlier 
years of Pius X’s life which makes it 
possible to devote about two-thirds of 
these#pages to his years as Pope. How- 
ever, even within this more brief por- 
trayal of the young Sarto and the early 
years of his priesthood, a few new 
details are added. The most striking is 
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a letter from his former parish rector of 
Tombolo to Don Tossiti, the archpriest 
of Quinto, in which he derides the people 
of Salzano for looking down on their 
newly appointed pastor because of his 
humble origin and lack of ecclesiastical 
titles. 

The pages recording his years in 
Rome are devoted to a re-study of the 
many papal documents which made his 
reign so. remarkable. The background 
commentary is interlaced with many 
quotations, many of them of fair length. 
The. re-reading of these documents, to 
which the ordinary Catholic would have 
little access, takes us back to the years, 
the times and the occasions that were 
the inspiration for many of them. The 
political and social conditions of the 
early 20th century are accentuated and 
one is made aware of orgins that have a 
large influence in our day. ‘This is 
especially true on the spiritual level 
in the decrees concerning the reforms 
relating to Holy Communion, Church 
music, canon law, reform of the Brevi- 
ary, etc. Again we are made to realize 
how many of these spiritual benefits 
which we now enjoy are due to Pius X. 

While other biographies have given a 
fair amount of space to the discussion 
of Modernism and the political condi- 
tions of the day, the Italian situation in 
reference to these topics is given in 
greater detail here. The growing and 
grasping power of the State that he 
knew in former years sought to place a 
stranglehold on the work of the Church, 
but it will be a revelation to many how 
the hand of God raised up one so 
humble, yet so forthright, to champion 
the cause of the Church. Again and 
again he calmly stated the rights of the 
Church and sought to correct conditions 
that limited its spiritual mission. Read- 
ing these many passages makes one 
more aware how broad a knowledge can 
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be acquired by reading the papal de- 
crees. 

The translation of the Right Rev. 
Thomas J. Tobin is smooth and pleasant 
reading. A slip is made in the spelling 
of the name of Charles Borders, one 
closely connected with the reform of 
Chureh music. A paragraph concern- 
ing Pius X’s part in the dedication of 
churches in Rome during his papal years 
seems a little confusing as to the 
method, since he did not leave the 
Vatican. 

One would be at a loss to recount the 
number of smaller items that serve to 
enlarge the picture of the soon-to-be 
canonized Pius X. The vista of the 
little world of Giuseppe Sarto is vividly 
enlarged to the all-embracing world of 
Pius X. 


J. VINCENT HIGGINSON. 
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Most converts can trace the reason 
for their conversion to a particular time 
or place, a particular book they read 
or person they met. Sometimes the ef- 
fect is almost immediate; sometimes 
many years pass before any action is 
taken. The conversions of St. Paul and 
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St. Augustine are the two extremes; yet, 
the grace of God was working in each 
one differently, but for the same end. 

Rabbi Zolli’s conversion can be traced 
back to the time when he was a boy in 
Austria and spent occasional afternoons 
in the home of a school-chum named 
Stanislaus who lived alone with his 
widowed mother. Stanislaus and his 
mother were Catholics, and young Zolli 
felt a certain happiness in their home. 
One of the things that caught his eye 
was a crucifix of plain wood, with the 
branch of an olive tree over it. 

The boys’ used to study together 
in this room where the crucifix was. 
Sometimes, he did not know why, the 
Jewish Zolli boy would raise his eyes to 
the crucifix and gaze for a long time at 
the figure hanging there. Many ques- 
tions suggested themselves to his mind 
about this figure on the cross, awaken- 
ing in him a sense of great compassion. 
As he grew older, and even as a rabbi, he 
would read the New Testament, as well 
as the Old, and he came to know and to 
love the Person of Jesus. Though still 
a fervent Jew, Zolli felt nothing wrong, 
no sense of guilt, for doing so. He 
writes: 

“Uneonsciously, quite unconsci- 
ously, | was beginning to find in 
Christianity a springtime of the spirit 
full of the expectation of new life 
made eternal; Christianity repre- 
sented for me the object of a longing 
for a love which should temper my 
soul’s winter, an incomparable beauty 
which should quench my desire for 
beauty.” 

Judaism, with all that he knew of it 
and all that he found in it, was not able 
to satisfy his tremendous yearning for 
the complete possession of God. From 


the time of his return from the East, 
where he had been, until his nomination 
as Head Rabbi and Director of the Rab- 
binical College in Rome at the end of 
1938, the ferment in his spiritual life 
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was becoming more and more intense. 
“In this pilgrimage, this breathless 
search, within myself, I wanted to find 
God, and myself in his presence. . ” 

The conversion of the ordinary Jew 
usually stirs up something in the nature 
of a typhoon which suddenly sweeps in 
upon him, uprooting his entire life and 
all that he loves, making him the center 
of such a storm of controversy that it 
frequently leaves him battered and torn 
and bruised by all that has been hurled 
against him. Such a Jewish convert 
tries desperately, with every ounce of 
faith, to build something up again from 
the driftwood that has been left around 
him. 

This is what frequently happens to 
merely unknown, nameless Jews who 
become Catholics. Try to imagine what 
it must have been like for the Chief 
Rabbi of Rome to take this step! Nor 
has he eseaped this same storm of criti- 


cism and controversy that marks the 
paths of lesser known converts from 
Judaism. He must have known that it 
would be so. And it will always be so. 

Professor Zolli’s entire philosophy of 
life was built not upon force or strife or 
bitterness, but upon love. It was this 
very search for love that led him finally 
into the Catholic Church, a love that 
he could not find in Judaism as it is 
today. 


“One may obey the Law and remain 


correct, but cold in the soul. Love, 
as long as it is true, is light and 
warmth; darkness and cold cannot 


9 


enter where Love burns. 


Rabbi Israel Zolli became a Catholic 
when he was 64 years of age, taking the 
name of Eugenio. His wife was bap- 
tized with him on Feb. 13, 1945. His 
daughter followed shortly after. Be- 
fore the Dawn is the first attempt at 
telling the true story of a conversion 








12 Mo.—4%”" X 7”—4 Vols. 


Imit. Leather, red edges $40.00 
Black American Morocco, gold edges 48.00 
Black Goatskin, gold edges 53.00 
Black Goatskin, gold edges, gold roll 60.00 
Red Goatskin, gold edges 65.00 


Sheepskin Lea., gol 





73 commentaries. 





| Boston 10 Chicago 6 


BENZIGER BROTHERS. Ine. 
U.S.A. Liturgical Editions 


BREVIARIUM ROMANUM 


Editio Juxta Typicam Vaticanam 


THE ROMAN BREVIARY IN ENGLISH 
(4 Vols.—414” X 7”) 
—Translation into English from approved sources ome to New Latin Version with new Psalter approved by Pope 


Imit. Leather, red e ag set) 
ds edges (per set) 44,00 


EPISTLES AND GOSPELS—Pulpit Editions 


Confraternity text — For Sunday and Holy days throughout the year. 


EDITION—With Sermon outlines and Scripture Commentaries containing 292 sermons—outlines for each Sunday. 
Large ease, vee. a =e and black. Size 544” K 814”—328 pages. sass 
» marker 5 


Black Imitation Leather, Red ed tibbo 
| Steck Lesthor—gold edgeo—vibbon mat 6.50 
|  EDITION—With Epistles and Gospels only. rhe = legible type. Printed in black. Size 5445” x 814”—180 
pages. 
Black Simulated Leather, Red edges, ribbon marker 3.20 
Black Simulated Leather, Gold edges, ribbon marker 4.05 


| At Your Bookstore Or 


| BENZIGER BROTHERS, INC. 
6-8 Barclay Street 
New York 8, N. Y. 


18 Mo.—Pocket Size: 4” X6”—4 Vols. 


Imit. Leather, red edges $37.50 
Black American Morocco, | aa edges 45.00 
Black Goatskin, gold edge 50.00 
Black Goatskin, gold p+ ne gold roll 55.00 
Red Goatskin, gold edges 60.00 





$34.00 


Cincinnati 1 














San Francisco 3 





755 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





which shocked the entire Jewish world 
and surprised those within the Church 
as well! The beautiful simplicity of his 
style makes it a most delightful reading 
experience. 

Before the Dawn is clearly written 
from the depths of the heart of Eugenio 
Zolli, Catholic. Parts of it must have 
been painful to write. The sincerity of 
these “autobiographical — reflections” 
will live long in the memory of all who 
read this work. 

There is an almost mystical quality 
about the book that lies hidden just 
deep enough to make the story more 
interesting. 

For Catholics who want to understand 
the Jews better, Eugenio Zolli’s book is 
not to be missed. What Cardinal 
Newman’s Apologia has been to the 
Anglicans, Zolli’s Before the Dawn will 
undoubtedly be to the Jews. 


LEON PAUwu. 
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The book is a translation of La Pas- 
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the Holy Shroud of Turin, the Five 
Wounds of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Corporal Passion of Jesus Christ. 

Apart from a few minor errors which 
the author unfortunately inherited from 
others, such as the measurement of the 
Shroud, one feels that the author has 
done an over-all fine job. The book 
must not, however, be considered an 
infallible record which approbation 
every author naturally prefers to con- 
fer on his presentation. 

The Shroud story is well told, and the 
Corporal Passion is a very wholesome 
and rewarding meditation, rich in rever- 
ence, thougli manifestly subjeetive in 
interpretation. 

When Dr. Barbet describes the 
wounds of Christ, he should be at his 
medical best. Unfortunately, however, 
the author is not particularly charitable 
toward dissenting opinions. In his 
effort to convey his own very strong 
convictions,: he weakens his ease ap- 
preciably when he summons Theresa 
Neumann and St. Bridget to bolster his 
case. 

Dr. Barbet's hypothesis that the heart 
of Christ was pierced by the lance and 
that the nails could not have pierced 
the hands except at the space which his 
studies suggested, fails to receive the 
warm approval from American doctors 
which was accorded by Europeans. In 
spite of this, and the inclusion of tech- 
nical anatomical data which a lay 
reader cannot possibly appreciate, the 
book will bring the sufferings of Christ 
into sharper focus than is often the 
case with subjects which preclude a 
purely objective presentation. 


A. F. Sava, M.D. 





TuHat Catuoiic Cuurcn. By Rev. 
Leslie Rumble, M.S.C. (Radio Re- 
plies Press, St. Paul, Minn.), 439 pp. 
$2.50 (cloth-bound). 
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important Books 


By Ruby F. Johnson (Philosophical | 

Library, New York), 188 pp. $3.00. | 

Dr. Rumble’s apologetical series have 
become almost a necessary addition to 
the library shelf of the American priest 
today and are almost as familiar, if not 
more so, to the average layman as the 
Question Box and Faith of Our Fathers. 
Now Fr. Rumble, employing the Con- 
way technique, has published what is 
bound to be a very popular work be- Ouder end law 
cause it does reduce the field of prac- 

: . By Aegidivs Dool1n, O.P.—A welcome and 
tical apologetics to the mental level of | | capable interpretation of the social teach- 
every Catholic and every non-Catholic. | ings of St. Thomas Aquinas, dealing with 
So greatiy needed a contribution, while a we rcaeceipsgtbnap tego: : 
it in no way detracts from the worth of earth and makes for easy reading. $3.50 
the old Question Box, is especially 
timely because it is exactly what it | 
claims to be, “‘a source book of informa- 
tion on up to the minute questions,” 
and because it is ‘‘a reference work for 
study clubs, high schools, colleges, 
universities, Newman- Clubs, noviti- 
ates and seminaries.”” I should like 
to add, “for clergymen, Catholic and 
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The Legacy of Luther 


By Ernst Walter Zeeden—This important and 
scholarly work traces the many divergent 
trends in the development of Lutheranism 
right from their source. Using many 
original Protestant sources the author pro- 
vides a realistic and authentic view on cer- 
tain aspects of European thought and mood 
during three centuries of Lutheranism. 
$3.50 




















Handbook to the Life and Times of 
St. Teresa and St. John of the Cross 


By E. Allison Peers—An indispensable volume 
for all those seriously interested in the his- 
tory of the Carmelite Reform and the events, 
personages and places closely connected 
with the writings and lives of St. Teresa and 
St. John of the Cross. $3.50 
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non-Catholic.” Not only will the owner 
of this book delight in the clarity and 
accuracy of the replies to 1,650 ques- 
tions, but he has at his hand an index 
which, at a moment’s notice, places 
him within easy reach of the solution 
to almost any problem which is brought 
to his attention. Cardinal Gibbons, 
Fr. Conway and Fr. Rumble have de- 
served well of their Chureh. Their 
books have led and will continue to 
lead many minds into a quiet posses- 
sion of Catholie truth. 

Of quite another vintage is The De 
velopment of Negro Religion. This 
study of the religious consciousness of 
the Negro “based upon extensive ob- 
servation and research” and written 
after “many years of study” purposes 
to point out how the Infinite and the 
Ideal is sought after and achieved by 
the negro race. An insufficient num- 
ber of references to the work of the 





By Thomas Dubay, $.M.—Every seminarian— 
diocesan or order, every nun, religious priest 
and brother will want this book, for it 
answers the questions that inevitably arise 
in the practice of obédience. Following a 
sound chapter on the binding force of the 
rule, the author elaborites on the motives 
for keeping it, scrutinizes individual points of 
the rule, answers objections and inculcates 
the proper aititude towards this “sweet 
yoke.” $2.75 





Basic Principles and 
Problems of Philosophy 








By Msgr. John K. Ryan—A compendium of 
the fundamental questions of ph:losophy— 
being, cause and effect, evil; the existence 
of God and His relation to the world; the 
soul and free will. Recommended to every- 
one, this book will go a long way towards 
establishing a solid base for thought and 
proving that philosophy is the most practical 
and interesting of studies. $2.50 
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Catholic Church among Negroes is to 
be found. This, to my mind, is regret- 
able, especially in view of the fact that 
so much is being done by Catholic 
priests to emancipate the Negro and to 
make him conscious of his great dignity 
as an integrating and vital member of 
Christ’s Mystical Body. Even such 
references as are given are entirely un- 
satisfactory, suggesting the general in- 
competence of the author to translate 
into objectivity the spiritual depth re- 
vealed in the Catholic colored wor- 
shipper. However, the 188-page volume 
has many redeeming features which 
open up unexplored channels of perti- 
nent information on the development of 
the Protestant ethos in the negro con- 
sciousness of the Infinite. 


Pau R. Rust, O.M.I1. 


Most Rev. ANTHONY J. SCHULER, S. J. 
By Sr. Lilliana Owens, 8.L. (Revista 
Catolica Press, E] Paso, Tex.) 

Sister Lilliana Owens does not. pre- 
sume to offer this latest contribution to 
the recent history of the Catholic 
Southwest as a final historical evalua- 
tion of the Most Reverend Anthony J. 
Schuler, 8.J., D.D., and his activities 
as first bishop of El Paso, Tex. 

Rather she calls her recent effort “a 
source book, opening the way to more 
detailed and thorough studies, by mak- 
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ing available the data which the author 
has through intensive research been able 
to compile.” 

This is wise. A scholar like Sister 
Lilliana is well aware that the events 
and people discussed in these pages are 
too close for definitive and conclusive 
appraisal. The collection and inclusion 
of one hundred and twenty photograplis 
serve not only to illustrate the book 
most thoroughly, but also to indicate 
this author’s indefatigable persistence. 

The sub-title (“Some Catholic Ac- 
tivities in the Diocese, 1915—1942’’) 
allows an almost horizonless possibility 
for expansion; but it hardly explains 
the appropriateness of full chapters on 
Fr. Arnold Damen, who influenced 
Bishop Schuler’s steps toward the priest- 
hood, or on St. Stanislaus Seminary, 
Florissant, Mo., where he began his 
studies. 

One might wish that Sister Lilliana 
had worked with a little more of the 
leisure of the Southwest, and had, per- 
haps, done more careful selecting of 
material. Future scholars, nonetheless, 
will be indebted to her for collecting and 
making available much valuable his- 
torical data. 


WiuuiaM B. Fauerty, S.J. 


Orr THE Recorp. By Msgr. Roland 
Knox (Sheed and Ward, New York). 
$2.50. 

The mail that snows into the study of 
such a literary Goliath as Monsignor 
Knox is considerable, interesting and 
extremely varied. 

Off the Record is the compilation of 
the replies which Monsignor Knox, 
famed convert and translator of Holy 
Scripture, has made over the years to 
the people who have written him, asking 
guidance or just plain getting things off 
their collective chests. 

Taking care to eliminate references 
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that might identify the persons to whom 
he is replying, Monsignor Knox has 
bundled up the carbons of many of the 
letters he wrote into this perky volume, 
which covers, in his own brisk vernacu- 
lar, everything from “Does God Exist?” 
to “On Recognition of Heaven.” 

Each of the short letter-essays is a 
shiny penny of novel thought, which 
ability, of course, is what, in addition 
to his admittedly excellent scholarship, 
has given him a quick ride to the 
Olympus of modern literature. 

The questions arrowed at the good 
Monsignor are nothing if not varied. 
Some of his pen pals are worried about 
Hell, others about evil, still others about 
indulgences—and some just wonder 
what the celestial pastures will be like. 

But, like a happy juggler who never 
loses either his aplomb or his good sense, 
Monsignor Knox ties into all of them, 
managing to give out with solid answers 
in a crisp, knowledgeable and utterly 
winning way. 

“| sometimes think Theodicy is rather 
like the Tumbling Cubes,” he will say, 
or “How could God create man for 
man’s sake? Man, being still uncreated, 
would have no sake, as far as I can see, 
to be created for.” 

Easy, lucid, penetrating are words for 
his style. Though he can puncture 
pomposity or pretentiousness with a 
quick prick of the pen, he is yet never 
snide. 

To instance, he ends one letter in this 
manner: “Looking through this letter 
again, I don’t see that there is much in 
it which is likely to be of any use to 
you. But, lest you should have wasted 
twopence halfpenny on me, I said Mass 
for you this morning.” 

Now who could become annoyed at a 
correspondent that nice? 


EpWARD MILLER 





THE MYSTERY 


OF GODLINESS 
C. Spicq 


A meditative commentary on the 
letters of St. Paul dealing with the quali- 
ties of the priesthood. St. Paul calls 
the priesthood the ‘‘mystery of Godli- 
ness,’ and he shows priests how they 
must conduct themselves in their pri- 

vate life and in their relations with men. 
Translated from the famous French 
biblical series Lectio Divina. $3.50 





THE APOSTOLIC ITCH 
Vincent J. Giese 


All priests should read this layman's 
provocative inquiry into the laity’s 
search for a vocation in the Church, the 

spirituality necessary for apostolic dedi- 
? cation, and the great tasks which lie 
ahead for the laity. $2.75 





THE KINGDOM 
IS YOURS 


Peter Forestier, S.M. 


Too often religon is taught as a ra- 
tionalized system, rather than as the 
unfolding in the proper order of God’s 
Love. Based on the Sermon on the 

Mount, Father Forestier develops a re- 
3 freshing way of teaching morality to our 
youth. $3.50 
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THE NationAL CatrHoLtic ALMANAC. 
Compiled by the Franciscan clerics 
of Holy Name College, Washington, 
D. C. (St. Anthony Guild Press, 
Paterson, N. J.), 808 pp. $2.50. 

All our readers will want to know that 
the fiftieth anniversary edition of The 
National Catholic Almanac is qn,the 
market. No review of this indispes- 
able work is necessary, except, perhaps, 
to list the new features: Marian Year 
Encyclical; Addresses (papal) on Penal 
Law, Genetics; Bishops’ Statement, 
1953; Biography of Blessed Pius X; 
Parliamentary Procedure; Sex Educa- 
tion Books. A series of four important 
articles and a News Review, 1953, 
round out the new features. The stand- 
ard sections are, of course, revised and 
brought up to date. 

HPR. 
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THROUGH HIM AND WITH HIM AND IN HIM 


_ By VENANTIUS BUESSING, O.F.M. CAP. 
{Author of Dearly Beloved} 


This book—a full eight-day retreat on the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass—is published exactly as it is 





delivered by this skillful, inspiring and popular 
master of retreats. The simplicity and the eagerness 
| of style is according to the mind of St. Paul who 


wrote to the Corinthians: “Even though I am rude 
in speech, yet not so in knowledge.” Father Venan- 
tius is guided by the sacred writer of the Second 
Book of the Machabees: “. . . so if the s h be 
always nicely framed, it will not be grateful to the 
readers.” 


of the United States and Canada. In 1955 he will celebrate his Golden 
THROUGH HIM AND WITH HIM AND IN HIM is the result of all Father 
Venantius’ years as a priest and retreat-master, an answer to so many requests 
that he leave “his hopes and experiences” in lasting form for all priests and re- | 
ligious who labor “through Him and with Him and in Him.” 


AUTHOR: Father Venantius has spent thirty-five years giving retreats in “bile 





BOOK: (From the Foreword of the Most Rev. James L. Connolly, Bishop of Fall River) — 
One thing is sure, that no one, priest or lay, sister or brother in religion, 
can read the book without benefit. The eye will be keener, the mind more alert to 
spiritual truths, the resolve to be and to do better all the more firm for the and 
guidance and encouragement that we find here. We may all be grateful to the 
venerable author for his effort. We should all beg the Lord to reward his zeal. . . 
But above and beyond all is our recognition of a talent for speaking simply and 
revealing unsuspected inspiration in words and phrases of hymns and prayers long | 
used but not enough noted.” 


STYLE: (Comments on an unusual style from reviews of Father Venantius’ 
Dearly Beloved)“. .. It is crammed full of fresh and picturesque illustrations, color- 
ful personalities, surprising turns of expression, and a psychological insight into 
the normal mind and normal emotions that is positively unerring. And what an 
extraordinary variety of personalities parade through these pages.” —Rev. John B. 
Sheerin, Editor of The Catholic World 
“... The book which clearly was written for oral presentation with no thought of 
literary style, is most attractive in its homely simplicity—the simplicity of utter 
sincerity.”—Rev. Cyril Vollert, S.J., President of the Mariological Society of 
America, in Review For Religious : 

“The talks were not written for publication and it is blessedly obvious that they 
have not been touched up for that purpose.” —Rev. Vincent Eaton, S.S., in The Priest 


, 


PURPOSES: Use it on your diocesan or community retreat—for your own 
private retreat. Use it for giving retreats and missions. Use it for your spiritual 
reading—for your days of recollection. Use it for preparing your sermons—for 
your talks to religious men and women. Use it for community reading—for a gift 
to a fellow priest or religious or seminarian—for your work as counselor. Use it 
for every work “through Him and with Him and in Him.” 


Price $3.45 (includes 20% clerical discount) 
JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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